PAGE 4LA

MONTGOMERY, ALA., THURSDAY, DECEMBER 20, 1962

3.. Jov r”a

FAILURE TO BECOME VOTERS

A NEW PROBLEM has arisen in
connection with the applications of
hundreds of Negroes in Montgomery
county to register as voters. They

are registering much faster than

qualified white voters. ;
The problem is that the registrars

must attend to applicants as they

appear. The applicant first in line
gets first attention. Negroes if nec-
essary will stand in line for hours
awaiting their turn . . . Many a
white applicant comes m sees the
long line of Negroes and leaves. He

is unwilling to take a place in line

and await his turn. The result is

that hundreds of new Negro voters

are being registered and- rarely a

new wlnte voter
5 = v

/

It is a wrong kind of Sensmve-'

ness that prevents a white citizen
from getting himself in position to
do his full duty of taking part in
his government. His unwillingness
to get in line‘and wait' his turn

~ under the  circumstances is result-

iing in a tremendous percentage in-
‘crease in Negro voting strength that
may cause all kinds of difficulties
in the years ahead.

Men seeking pub 1 ic off1ce will
have to do all kinds of things to
woo Negro -voters, and this will
bring about some of the conditions
of Reconstruction,’ somethmg every-
one wants to avoid.:

How to register- quahfxed white

- voters here and' elsewhere is one
 of the real new problems we face.

Solicifor To
See Registrar

Circuit Solicitor William F. Thet-
ford and Board of Registrars
member Mrs, G. B. Willis are
scheduled to meet this morning
to discuss Tuesday’s federal court|
order regarding- the ‘board.

Thetford attorney for the board,
said early. today he had not been
supplied with a .copy of the or-
der. or .of U.S. District Judge
Frank M. Johnson Jr.’s opinion.
““Mrs, Willis was served last

night and said this morning she
would take her copy to the court-
|house for the meeting with Thet-
ford.

The next regular session of the
Board of Registrars will be Dec.
3, Mrs. Willis. said, but she ex-
pressed uncertaintly as to whe-
ther. the registration of the spe-
clfied ‘Negroes. would be taken

up then or-at a @ecxal session
el S
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Circuit Court | #4 ,Yhcox vy

. (Con rom Page 1)

r RREe ing age Negroes in the county

Siu d e WII cox but none registered. He said there
? . . are 2,634 white persong of voting

i

/ é age and more than 2,900 on the
- @™ . | Tegistration rolis, adding that
vO : ase Some of the latter probably are

: . dead and have not been removed|.
oU LN / from. the rolls,

NEW ORLEANS (AP)~The 5th| _ Affidavits were produced in the
U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals has| lower court showing that no Ne-
taken under advisement- an ap-| Zroes have tried to register. Gor-
peal by the Department’ of Jus-| don Madison, assistant attorney
tice from an Alabama federal general of Alahama, sajq this
court ruling in a vole record Possibly meant that Negroes were
case, ~ satisfied to let white persons run

U.S. District Judge Daniel H.| the county, .

Thomas, on Sept. 28, 1961, dis.-| Madison said the Justice De-
missed the Justice Department's| Partment should have shown at
application for an order requir- least one complaint of discrimina-
ing the registrar of voters for| HOD-

Wileox County, Ala., to open his| . ““There must be a real purpose
records for inspection by the| ior the demand,” Madison said,
FBL Judge Thomas gave no rea.| , 21d there js none when no one
son for denying the government's has applied for registration.”
request. : '

Wilcox County has no regis-
tered Negroes.
SOUGHT ORDER .
The government sought an or-
der which would have allowed
the FBI to inspect and photo-
graph the registrar’s records.
Gerald P. Choppin of Washing-
ton, a Justice Department attor-
ney, said the case is no different
from other cases in which the
/|appeals court has ruled that the
registrar must open his records
for inspection,

Choppin said the U.S. attorney
general does not have to show
any good cause for an examina-
jtion. He said acts of discrimina-
|tion may be the reason there are
no Negroes registered to vote in
Wilcox.

Choppin said there are 6,085 vot-
L¥(See WILCOX, Page 2-A)
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* tee posts.

. 'FHE COUNTY elections sub-

-ffRe;écted Ne
S New 2 |
: p/%"fé“st to Kénnedy

‘Two Negro attorneys who were!
denied approval to run for the
Jefferson County Democratic Exe-
tutive Committee Friday asked
President John F. Kennedy to
help them.

The attorneys, Auther Shores
and Orzell Billingsley Jr., were
among 11 Negroes who submitted
qualification papers for comit-

Copies of the letter were sent
to Atty. Gen. Robert Kennedy,
U. S. Sens. Lister Hill and
John J. Sparkman, Rep. George
Huddleston, John Bailey, chair-
man of the Demeocratic National

::Committee, and Louis Martin,
‘deputy chairman of the Demo-
_eratic committee.

sSome of the Negroes in areas
Shere the Negro vote is much
larger than the white vote, would
be sure to win places on the coun-
ty committee.

committee rejected their quali-
fication papers, claiming the Dem-
ocratic Party in Alabama sub-
scribes to the white supremacy
theory and the Negroes don’t.
_Following is the text of the let- b
ter to -President Kennedy:

- “DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:

- “Yesterday, March Sth, 1962, D
each of the Negroe candidates for
membership on the Democratic
Executive Committee of Jeffer-

a

the voting districts within pre-
cincts have been so gerryman-
dered by the Board of Registrars
in coomepartion with the county|
committee, that Negro voters'— }

able under the -circumstances,
whether such action be of a crim-
inal or civil nature, with respect
:to the obtaining for us of our right

have been successfully ghettoed.
But, by these very acts of gerry-
mandering by Negroes vote in a
majority in the districts from
which the undersigned are candi-!

1roes
1/~ & 2-

our initial attempt to file our
application or declaration to run

for the offices we sought, the
representative of the Democra-
tic County Committee arbitrarily
rejected both our applications
and qualifying fees and refused |
to accept them. This refusal
was based on the fact that we
were Negroes. On the next day,
February 23, 1962, atfer a hur- .
riedly called meeting of a com- .
mittee of the County Committce
our application or declarations
were allowed to be filed. The
last day for filing such applica- :
tions or declarations. under the -
law of Alabama was March 1,
1962,

|
IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, Ala.,

dates. Because we might have

een elected this action was

taken.

“We do hereby call upon you
nd specifically call upon each
erson to whom copies of this

letter are addressed for what
ever action you may deem advis-

to be members of your political
party, for we can respectfully
assure you of this: No man can
continue to serve a master who
wants him not. We do not intend
to try.
Sincerely,
ARTHUR D. SHORES,

son County, Ala. (including the
the undersigned Orzell Billingsley,
Jr., a candidate for election from
Precinct 21, District 6 and the
undersigned Arthur D. Shores, a
candidate for election from Pre-
cinct 9, District 1, who write to
¥ou on behalf of all 11) received a
letter, a photocopy of which is at-
tached hereto.

“We address ourselves to you
for relief, for you of course, are
the voice and leader of the Dem-
ocratic Party, as well as Presi-
dent of the United States of
America. Each of us supported
you in your efforts to make a
better America. Each of us for
many years past has voted for
and has been a part of the Dem-
ocratic Party because we have
sinncerely felt that our party
was the voice and conscience
for the truly good things in
American life.

| Negro Seeks
‘i Jefferson Office

BIRMINGHAM (AP) - Wilbur
jR. Rollins, a Negro real estatei
man and former school teacher,
filed qualification papers Wednes-’
day as a candidate for the Jef-'
ferson County Board of Educa-
ion,
quus Thompson, clerk of tl}e,
Democratic Executive Commit-
tee, said he accepted the papers
“subject to the action of the
election subcommittee,” which
meets Friday.

“WE STILL BELIEVE that this'

rue.
«*We know that you recognize
that the Democratic primary elec-'
tion in Alabama has been held,
by the courts to be equivalent to:
the general election. We also know'
that you know that the right to!
run for office and to participate
in cooperation with the county
stitutional right, fundemental in
Its nature, guaranteed all men.

“Although this be true, upon

ORZELL BILLINGSLEY, JR.



Negroes Claim
. ez ﬂo{l/ev”'fzser
Discrimination

. . By ARTHUR O0SGOODE
_ Government attorneys Wednesday produced a series
\\'llnlpssqs who said they were not told they had failed to sign an
application, and several white witnesses who said the rc"iglrars
had called similar omissions lo their attention. )
/\n(-lvnnc while withess faced g vossible perjury charge after
T Tiangrily disclaiming a slatement

ol Negro

given FBI agents which quoted
her as saying she had received
the same assislance.

Mrs. Neoma Thrower [Deason
was the next to last witness in
the opening day of a hearing in

CALLED BACK
Schuffert said  he
himsel( to fill il out.
lie said he did not know thcl
woman who aided him, but be-
licved her to be a state courl
employe.

A third while wilness, Arll]ur
Skelton, ranch hand from Pike
Road, said he was registered
alter a registrar called him back
to sign his name. The govern-
ment produced the application lo
show that it hore someone else's
handwriling than Skelton’s.
The government  presented
more than 20 Negro wilnesses,
mostly schoollenchers, who said
|they were nol regislered de-
spite their college degrees. )
;| They were also almost united

i
wars unnl;l(-;

which the government charges
}he local registrars with discrim-
inating against Negro applicants,
Shown the statement, Mrs.
Qeason at first denied she had
signed her name lo it. Then, as
Justice  Department altorney
John Doar questioned her on
delails of the statement, she con-;
ceded she had signed it.
WIIERE TO SIGN
But she continued to maintain
defiantly that she did not tell
FBL agents that she was told
where {o sign her name on her
application o hecome a voter
here.

_As Doar ended his examina-
tion, U. S. District Judge Frank
M. Johnson Jr. directed him to
question Mrs. Deason further on
her statemeni to FBI men.

In response (o Doar's ques-
tions, she reilerated that: “I told
them (the FBI) that they (the
registrars) did not help me. o
tell me where to sign, or any
thing.”

Johnsen then lold U, S. Atty.
Hariwell Davis:

| YOTERS .

(Continued From Page 1)
gaged in precedures and practices
which have favored white appli-
cants and discriminated against
Negro applicants.”

The board used the registration:
questionaires “as a tricky exam-
‘ination or lest” to disqualily Ne-
groes, he said.

While the board followed a pol-
jicy of assisling whiles in filling
ou! their applications, Johnson
saia, Negroes were permitted to
‘walk out of the registration room
without being told they had made
technical or inconsequental emis-
sions on their forms. “Such a
practice,” Johnson said, “evi-
dences bad faith; it leads to the
inevitable conclusion that such a
device was used by (the regis
trars) for deception.”

(Sce VOTE HEARING, Page 2A)

) —.——-—————'———--. . I
\'Wote Hearing|
,,.._._.,-.J.l{_‘?(,:éz,. A
(Continded ‘From Page 1) "
i-n—;aying they received no help,
particularly on where to sign an
joath in the application. But all
Itestified they were ireated courl-.
‘eously by the registrars. .
Deputly Solicitor Maury bnulp
'confronted them on cross-exami-
nation wilh lheir application
forms, on several of which the
wilnesses had failed lo sigtg the
oalh, which pledges allegiance|
to the U.S. Constitution.
DIFFERENT ANSWERS )
Several other of the Neg}-o wil-
nesses said they gave dnf[er'cn'.
answers on separate applica-
tions hecause one of the regis-
trars, Mrs. C. B. willis, told
them it would be incorrect o
say that they had been turned
down in previous atlempts Lo

jregister. ' {i
v Frances Belser, secrelary of;
tlem Tlals Clumab Prasdiat 9o



ToThte o svadavtavun o gures to
bear out his contention of ““whole-
sale discrimination” against Ne-
groes, Johnson said more than
hall the voting-age whites in
Montgomery Count y are regis-
tered while only about a tenth of
vo]tiing-age Negroes are on the
rolls.

Between 1956 and 1961, he went
on, the registrars received 8,868
applications from whites and 4,522
from Negroes. Of these, Johnson
said, 96 per cent of the whites
were accepted as voters while 75
per cent of the Negroes were re-
jected. Nearly 500 of the reject-
ed Negroes had some college edy.:
cation, and 108 were Negro public
school teachers.

Johnson noterd that the regis-
itrars, when they became aware!
that t]:e bdiscrl'imination suit was
goung to be filed, tightened up on
registration  Tom . d pw
whites. He said the rejeclion of
whites- “approached the ridicy.
lous” when a lawyer and a ro-
tired general were denied regis-
tration. Such rejections of whites,
Johnson said, “impresses this
court as being nothing more than
a sham and an attempt on the'
part. of the board to disguise
‘their past  dlscriminatory prac-,
fices.” .

The Federal judge reserved an
especially harsh lecture for state:
officials, who were also defend-
ants in the suit.

“This is the third voling rights
case this court has heen required
to adjudicate within the past
two years,” Johnson wrole, (The!
others were Macon and 3ullock
counties.) “In each of these cases.!
‘the findings, conclusions, and de-!
crees . . . emphasized the legal
principle that although the partic-
ular qualifications one must
possess in order {o exercise this;
right to vote are left to the states
— as long as that exercixse is
within the constitutional frame-
work — the power to protect
citizens who are qualified to vote
but not allowed to vote solely
because of their race is con-
fided in the United States Govern-
ment. This court has demonstra-
ted by its decrees in these cases
that such prolection would be
afforded in this dislrict.

“In spite of these prior judi-
icial declarations, ihe evidence
in this case makes it clear thai
the defendant State of Alabama,
through some of its officers who
are under a sworn duty to sup-
port and defend the Constitution
of the United States ‘and thel
laws . . . which shall be made
in pursuance thereof’ continues
in the belief that some contri-
vance may be successfully adopt-
ed and practiced for the purpose
‘of ‘thwarting equalily in enjoy-

ment of the right to vote by citi-
zens of the United States.’

“Such an attitude ignores the
principle that the only true basis
Al o

. - .
St larm 1




| Solicitor To |

See Registrar |

| Circuit Solicitor William F. Thet-
fm(':dlr and Board of Rgggstrarsi
member Mrs. G. B. Willis are
scheduled to meet this morning|
1!.0 discuss Tuesday's federal court
order regarding the board.
Thetford attorney for the board,
said early today he had fnut; :e::
i ith a .copy © -
3:?})1:;11 ova U.S. District .{ugige
Frank M. Johnson Jr.'s opinion.
Mrs. Willis was serve_ed la}ft
night and said this morning s te
would take her copy to the court-
lhouse for the meeting with Thet-
Lfm"]:t}ﬁe next regular ses_sion of the
Board of Registrars will be Dec.
3 Mrs. Willis said, but she Ex-
p'ressed- uncertaintly as to whe-
ther. the registration of the spe-
clfied Negroes, would be taken

cial session
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FAILURE TO BECOME VOTERS

A NEW PROBLEM has arisen in
connection with the applications of
hundreds of Negroes in Montgomery
county to register as voters. They
are registering much faster than
qualified white voters.

The problem is that the registrars
must’ attend to applicants as they
appear. The ‘applicant first in line
gets first attention. Negroes if nec-
essary will stand in line for hours
awaiting their turn . . . Many a
white applicant comes in, sees the
long line of Negroes and leaves. He
is unwilling to take a place in line
and await his turn. The result is

that hundreds of new Negro voters -

are being registered and rarely a
new white voter. :

It is a wrong kind of sensitive-
ness that prevents a white citizen
from getting himself in position to
do his full duty of taking part in
his government. His unwillingness
to get in line and wait his turn
‘under the circumstances is result-
ing in a tremendous percentage in-
crease in Negro voting strength that
may cause all kinds of difficulties
in the years ahead.

Men seeking public office will
have to do all kinds of things to
woo Negro voters, and this- will
bring about some of the conditions
of Reconstruction, something every-
one wants to avoid..

How to register qualified white

. voters here and elsewhere is one

of the real new problems we face.



CAN'T READ WRITING

o9~

‘ . .
Two ‘more” college-educa € Ne- application  papers  were Mrs.

Lilly Belle Goldston, a mu %e, and

8roes testified today tha t they! Mrs. Vivian Womack, a . gesident]|.

omitted their signatures i a one

Place on their voter regist ration : }
applications because they * kere teachies school in Dallas County.

, i : The midwife, Mrs, J¢ Ba Cul-
‘;e::y.to believe it was not Deces- pepper, who said she (1bes not
And a Negro midwite tbld a know how old she 15, ‘testified

federal judge she was una bple to she applied at least 15 t kmes for

und oy _| voter regstration sine Jpsq and
pletgrﬁal;%t‘ev:?y qu:tf:nu;‘:gj ; cg:;_  was never accepted. She isaid “jit
rectly when she was able ¢o fili| S2€MS real strange to mc  that I

. T | fill out a birth ¢ ificate
out birth certificates pre perly, can ’ i eats
With éh?t testimony and simﬂar‘gi’;mf:n r?gh%?f these - ag plication
accounts from other Negro¢ s, the! . examinatic »
Justice quartment contint ed its mg:ghcg?xis s:i:(‘i shegtx(t Ees e;%':
;'gifxityagv%l;it r:h'estriwti?tg l‘;?aigy know her age, it was brr ught out
Chares gl on io[that she gave the datcs of her
fearos (e board with  racial(yi5; 57 December, 1897, and
discrimination, the federal ; 80V December, 1901, on ’anq‘ %her.
frrixé;n?utd gl: ;f;‘:f ﬁ ?I' , Dis-| “ne question of the 9 dgnatures
I f .o anx M, 050N has played a prominen' ¢ part ‘in
‘axl;ir Ktuar: lg.ivu:quqn :" P eohibit|ine tria) thus far becay se of the
Itioos Scriminatory -PraCJustice Department’s { 2ontention
‘ - that Negroes who faile: i to sign

of Montgomery who sg4d she

VOTEADVICE |52 v e

handwriting over his si¢' ature,

™ llthe white man, Oscar Gr: » was| (Continued From Page 1)
‘ J unable to read the staten? et be.ness—a white housewife — told
Uy jlcause he said *I can' |! readjthe FBI she had received assist-

ance, and then switched her story.
Mrs. Neoma Deason denjed

tration officials when she appliled
to register.

Ala ournNal : writing, I read printing.”
The two witnesses wi 0 said
they were advised to om §t thejr| from the witness stand that she
P signature on one portion | of the|received instructions from regis-

tice Department confronted her
‘with a statement she signed after
an interview with FBI agents last
month. On ore page of the state-
ment, which bore her initials,
‘Mrs. Deason purportedly told the
agents that she had been instruct-

application blank.

However, she angrily declared
Wednesday: “That wasn’t what
was on the papers when the FBI
read them to me.”

The 32 witnesses included a
score of Negroes who testified
they received no instructions from
board members on where to sign
. ‘their names on application papers.
.Under questioning by defense at-
ftorneys, most said they were
turned down for failure to sign
' .an oath to support the constitu-
ition,

GIVEN NO ASSISTANCE N {the papers in eve required
, One after another, the Negro placep were rejectegy butq that
Wwitnesses testified, as othe. ts had|vhite applicants were ® Wistructed
yester@ay;tha{; they were . givento sign. o

Do assistance in filling out ; their Johnson ordered a Gi mnd Jury,
application . papers and | vere|investigation of whether *-one wit.
given no - instructions -on ‘wWhere|  (ge. VOTE CASE, Pa ge 2-A)

‘A half-dozen white voters called
by federal attorneys testified that
one board member or another
called their attention to omis-
1Sions on their application papers.
.The ‘Negroes said they received

to sign their names, And @again,
fmost of the Negroes who ;. took| SN B
tthe stand and told of being - denied
Iregistration were those wil h col-
lege degrees and most of ‘f{them
were schoolteachers, '
\ By contrast, a white s
remploye who said he had y a
fifth-grade eduation recalle i get-
Iting help from his wife wi ren he)
applied successfully for ‘regis-,
tration.

lno such help. .
! In some cases, the state tried to
ishow in cross-examination that
:Negroes who had made previous
efforts to register had answered
“No” when, in a subsequent ap-
plication, they were asked wheth-
er they had previously been de-
nied registration. .

One witness, Mrs. Frances Bel-

ber. Mrs. C. B. Willis, told her
that when no notification of dis-
jposition of earlier applications
;had been received, the applicant
ishould indicate he or she had not
:been turned down earlier.

i Mrs. Belser, a church secretary
‘who said she had applied nine or
ten times. said she first answered
the question *no,” but replied
*‘yes” on subsequent applications
after attending a registration
school.

While virtually all Negro wit-
nesses festified they got no help
from the board, most testified
ithey asked fdr none. And the de-
fense produced evidence that the
board frequently assisted Negroes
dn answering the question' about

when they became residents of the '

state.

!

Attorney John Doar of the Jus-

2d where to sign her name on the

:ser, testified that a board mem-



|
| |
iAFAgeneral

Vevlizev

!Citej?’ote
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! BY ARTHUR 0SGOODE |
| Attorneys for Montgomery|
;county registrars Monday cappea'
la series of educated white people
:who testified they were rejected
Aransa}':ters with 1a retired Air Force

r general a i
gr;lduate. . nd West Point

aj. Gen. Natthew K. Deichel-
rmann, who‘is president of the
local Security Federal Savings

,and Loan Assn., said he had
:never sought to find qut why he
‘was not' registered.
. The reason came fo light as
n:s tesified _during the fifth day
of a U.'S. District Coyrt hearing
In which the federa] government
has sought to show discrimination
against Negro voter applicants
Elledhid failed to list his education

usiness experi i
application formp rience on his

SECOND A.PPLICATION

A{ter being rejected on this'
application in July 1960, Deichel.
mann was registered on a second
app!lgatxon six months later. He
test_xfxed that he had never been

;regxstgred as a voter prior to

that time in any state,

Up to the time of Deichimann’
testimony, the evidence br::élhi
forward by both sides has followed
the same pattern—persons with
;g?:ge degtx;:zes were denied and

ons with meag, i
wge aecomnd ger educations
| Government attorneys presen
;an array of educated Neg;;'oes “Eggf
failed in attempts to regjster and’
a number of whites who had little’
education but were registered,
Attorney for the registrars took
the same tack, presenting edy-
cated whites who were rejected
and Negroes with no more than
(See VOTE HEARING, Page 2A)

(Continued From Page 1)

grammar school education who
were accepted. :

Among the whites who were
turned down were Richard F.
Madison, son of Asst Atty. Gen.
Gordon Madison, who is involved
in the hearing; and Nick
Germanocs, former University of
Alabama foctball player. .

Another white witness, Mrs.
Ruth Vowell, testified that she
voted in a statewide referendum
ithough not notified officially she
‘had been accepted as a voter..
i When she went to the polls and
iwas told her name was not on
the list, she said she “got a
little upset.” She produced the
certificate she had received bo_-
fore she was informed it was
canceled because she had not
lived in the county the required
12 months. Then, she testified,
an election official made a phone
call, and she was allowed to
vote. »
OTHER COUNTIES M

Two other white witnesses
said they had voted in other
counties after being turned down
on applications here, though they
had lived here the required length
of time. They indicated they
did not know this was not per-
missible under the law. .

A number of Negroes who suc-
cessfully registered, some after
repeated applications, testified
Monday. .

Most of them said they had
attended clinics for prospective
Negro voter applicants, where
they had the opportunity to study
the application form.

Several said they were en-
couraged by Rufus Lewis, head
of the local Negro voter regis-
‘tration drive. :
. Several of the Negro witnesses
said the procedure was the same
in their registration attempts
over a span of years. Questioned
by government attorneys, they
said no one had indicated that
they should sign a written oath
incorporated in the applicatiog.

The hearing recessed until
|9 a.m. Tuesday. It is expected
‘to continue into Thursday. ‘
| A large number of the white
witnesses who testified weie
turned down after the filing of
the government suit in June of
1960, .
When the state offered ap-
plications from 14 college-edu-
cated whites who were rejected,
U. S. District Judge Frank M.
Johnson. Jr. asked if any of them
were from persons rejected prio}
to the filing of the suit. There
‘were two such applications.

i
i
'
|




County Vote Suit

Set Tomorrow
200 Witnesses/— i

/3 JoorAfaf

Su gnae
By Reglslrars

By JUDITH RUSHIN
The Justice Department will
seek to prove tomorrow in U.S.}!
District Court here that the Mont-|]
gomery County Board of Regis-|j
trars has discriminated against
Negro voter applicants,

Federal Judge Frank M. John-
son Jr. will hear the case, sched-
uled to begin at 10 a.m.

In preparation for defense of|
the suit, the board’s attorney, Cir-
cuit Solicitor William F. Thet-
ford, has subpoened more than
100 witnesses, including an Air
Force general and a number of
prominent Montgomery business-
men.

In its suit asking a eourt order
forbidding discrimination against
Negroes, the Justice Department
has-charged that board members
gave help to white- applicants.
AID ALLEGED

Last November the government
filed in the court a list of 1,598
white persons alleged to have
been given aid and 1,115 others
wxhom it claimed had been ad-
vised by the registrars where to
sign their names.

A number of persons on the
lists denied that they had re-|
ceived assistance when contactedi
by reporters and expressed indig-
nation that their names were in-
cluded.

The government has also
charged the board with register-
ing whites who made errors iden-
tical to those made by Negroes
who were rejected.

- Registrars Mrs. C. B. Willis
and George Penton have denied
that they practiced discrimina-
tion of any kind.

Two other voter suits brought
‘by the Justice Department re-
‘sulted in orders by Judge John-
son to registrar boards in Macon
:and Bullock Counties to speed up
'the registration of Negroes.

! Johnson ruled that the evidence
showed a pattern of discrima-
tion in both counties.

Similar suits are on file await-
;ing teial in Wilcox and Dallas
Counties.




CIVIL RIGHTS PROCEEDINGS HERE 4/a. Jy. 12/2/4)

Montgomery, Macon, Bullock Cases
Slated For January In U.S. Court

The second of a four.part ser-
ies on administration efforts in
the civil rights field.

By VINCENT J. BURKE

WASHINGTON (UPI) — In a
small, cluttered room in the Jus-
tice Department a young man
slowly turns a roll of 30 milli-
meter film through a viewing
machine,

He stops, peers at the docir-
ment focused on the screen and
.carefully takes notes. .

The young Justice Department
employe and others similarly en-
gaged are gathering ammunition
for the next major battle in a
drive to make ballot boxes

.-throughout the South accessible
fo qualified voters regardless of
color.

Both national political paities
subscribe to this goal. Even its
partial attainment could produce
far-reaching changes in the politi-
cal structure of the South.

The battle of the ballots, which
began in .the courts three years
ago, is just now picking up stzam
as a result of a stronger federai
law against discrimination in vot-
ing which was enacted 18 months
ago.

Federal investigators have con-
cluded that denials of voting
rights because of race centers
largely in areas of Alabama,
Georgia, Louisiana, Mississippi
and South Carolina and in a few
isolated counties in Florida,
North Carolina and Tennessee. *
TRIAL IN JANUARY
The Justice Department now is
moving against certain areas in
Alabama, Mississippi and Louisi-
ana. The next major battle will
be fought at Montgomery, Ala.,
in a federal trial scheduled for
Jan. 4,

Recorded on dozens of rolls of
government microfilm are more
than 8,000 voting applications by
whites and Negroes who have

Montgomery County since Jan. 1,

N

|its charges that a pattern of dis-

-|tion of all qualified Negroes who
applied since Jan. 1, 1956, and to;’

-|suit could have the effect of add-
:|Montgomery County voters’ rolls.

|Only 2,885 Negroes now are regis-!
tered in the county. Whites of I

sought to register as voters in

1956. ,

By checking these filmed rec-
ords the government hopes to ac-
cumulate evidence in support of

crimination exists in Montgom-
ery. It contends, for example,
that many white citizens were al-
lowed to wvote, although they
made technical errors on their
application forms for which many
Negroes were disqualified.

The government will ask a fed-
eral judge to order the registra-

forbid future discrimination.
Should the government win, the

ing 1,000 or more Negroes to the

voting age outnumber Negroes 2
to 1 but whites on the voting lists
outnumber Negroes 10 to 1.

The Justice Department has

barriers to Negro voting in five;

‘|counties in Missisaippi, one other;

county in Alabama and three in:
Louisiana, {
A year from now Justice De-;

partment officials expect to be
“working on the problem" in!
every Southern county where]

there is voting discrimination,
So far Justice Department suits;
have helped hoost Negro registra-|
L o9 D PRl

e

1

pending other suits to. remove:'

|
?

i
i

tion in five counties in Louisiana,|
Alabama and Tennessee.

ALABAMA PLANS

The circumstances
state differed sharply:

Alabama: Federal court rulings
have led to increased registration|
by Negro voters in Macon and,
Bullock counties, both of which:
adjoin Montgomery on the east.
Officials said only six Negroes
were on the register in Bullock
last March 8 but several months
ago the number reached 130 and|
is still growing.

Tennessee: In Haywoed and}
Fayette counties when Negro
sharecroppers began registering
in large numbers, whites imposed|
economic reprisals in an effort o
stop them. The Justice Depart-
ment countered with legal action.
The department now estimates
there are 2,000 Negroes registered
in Fayette and 1,500 in Haywood.

Louisiana: At the Justice De-
partment’s request federal courts
have ordered restored to voting
rolls 1,377 Negroes in Washington
Parish and 570 in Bienville Parish
who had been purged.

in each

(Next: The new program to
prod industry into giving Ne-
groes beiter jobs.)

'
.
1
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Madison Tells

Of Failing To
Pass Vofe Test

By JUDITH RUSHIN

Journal Staff Writer
The son of an assistant attor-
ney-general testified this morning
in federal court that he was
turned down on his first attempt
to register as a voter.
Richard F. Madison, an employe
with Southern Bell Telephone Co.
!and son of Gordon Madison, was
ione of 24 persons who went on!
ithe witness stand to testify for:
ithe county in the suit brought
lagainst the Board of Registrars
iby the Justice Department.
i Included in the group of wit-
nesses were 15 Negroes and nine
jwhite persons. A number of the
Negroes told the court they had
passed the voter test only after
attending the clinic,

One Negro man said he was
taught at the clinic how to fill
out the registration form and was
given a final examination.
TOLD WHERE TO SIGN

When asked what he was,
taught, the Negro said, “They tell
you where to sign where it don't
say sign,”

The majority of the Negroes
‘called to testify said they failed

(|well Air Force Base.

discriminated against Negroes.

 VOTETEST

WEs2 Jevrnal |

iversity graduate, Joyce
‘Elaine Wilson, testified she was
also turned down. Her application
showed that she failed to sign
the oath.

Two school teachers said they
were rejected as did an archi-
tect, a city planner with the state,
and an editorial specialist at Max-;

—

A number of the whites testi-:
fied that they returned a second:
time to register and were ac-
cepted.

Several of the Negroes said
they attempted to register nine
or 10 times before finally being
accepted as a voter.
RECEIVED NO HELP
All of the witnesses this morn-
ing said they had received no:
help from the Board of Reg-
istrars, even though some asked
for assistance.

. 1
According to a state attorney,
testimony for the board will con-
tinue through Wednesday. The
case began last Wednesday with
the government taking two and a
half days te present its case.
The government is attempting
to prove that the county board

Registrars Mrs. Samuella Willis
and George Penton both denied
the charges when they testified

Friday.

to sign under the ‘“‘oath” on the |-

form the first time they applied.’

There are no printed instruc-
tions to sign the oaths, although
other parts of the form call for
“names of applicant.” )

None of the 15 Negroes were
high school or college graduates.
All of the whites testifying had
college degrees.

Former Alabama football star
Nick Germanos said he had never,
heard from the board of his ap-
plication. Records showed he:
failed to indicate whether or not!
he was married. I
AUBURN GRAD TURNED DOWN

A bank clerk and Auburn Uni-,

(See VOTE TEST, Pg., 2-A) ‘
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Mystery Dots
On Vole Blanks

Aré ugs ioned

A federal court hearing on the
Juslice Department’'s charges
ithat the Montgomery County
voler registrars discriminated
against Negroes went into its
fifth day and probably will
stretch at least into Wednesday.

Altorneys for the accused board
spent much of the morning try-
ing to get explanations for mys-
terious dots or check marks on
white voters’ application blanks
cn the lines where they were to
sign their names. -

That question has become sig-'

.nificant because of the govern-

ment's contention that Negroes|

who failed to sign the application
in every required place were
turned down but that white
voters were told where to put
their names.

Most of the white wilnesses
disclaimed any recollection of
the marks on their papers, but
almost without exception they
said as far as they could remem-
ber no marks were there when
they took the {iest.

Questioning by government at-
torneys has sought to show
whether the marks were put on
the papers as a guide to the
white voters.

One voler, John Dudley McCall,
insisted he put the dots on the
paper himself and that he al-
most always did that each time
he signed his mame, It has be-|
come so much a recognized
part of his signature, MeCall
continued, that “I helieve if 1
failed to put a mark on one of
my checks a bank clerk would
be calling me to see if that was

my signature.”

Justice Department attorney:

John Doar found one signature

on the voter application blank
(See VOTE, Page 2-A)

/] //4 A/QTE
oderVal

( ontmued rom Page 1)
without a mark on it, and Mc~
Call explained that must have
been one of the few times he:

. did not sign his name that way.’

The defense presented a score
or more of white persons Monday -
who testified before U.S. Dist.
Judge Frank M. Johnson Jr. that
they received no help in com-
pleting their applications to reg-
ister as voters. The Justice De-
partment earlier tried to show
that white persons got aid whxch
was denied ‘Negroes.

Other defense evidence was de-
signed to show that some well-
educated white persons were de-
nied registration because of er-
rors in the applications, while
some Negroes with little formal
schooling were registered.

Federal attorneys had tried to
show, in contrast, that some near-
illiterate white persons were reg-
istered while some college-edu-
cated Negroes were rejected.




- One voter, J
insisted he put
paper himself
most always_did
he signed his’s

vaa.
‘,’ Page l)l‘!
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Registrafion
Asked Upon
Judge's Ruling

By JUDITH RUSHIN
Journal Staff Writer

The Justice Department has

ABABAMA JOURNAL

ityPage

Mcntgomery Area News

U.S. Brief Requests
Vote For 790 Negroes

“NOT LITERACY TEST”

“The questionaire was not and
is not used as a literacy test to
determine if an applicant can read
and write (otherwise learned peo-
ple wouldn't be rejected), rather
as an arbitarry devise for re-
jecting applicants,” the brief de-
clared.

The government contends that
now the questionaire is “used as
an examination for both races in
order to give the appearrance of

I\1. Johnson Jr. to order that 790

asked U. S. District Judge Frank MONTGOMERY, ALA., Tuesday, Jan. 30, 1962

ONE-B

Negroes be placed on the county
voter rolls. . ‘

In a voluminouus brief filed in
the federal clerk’s office, the gov-
ernment charges that the Negroes
were discriminated against by the
Board of Registrars and should be
registered immediately after John- |
son rules on the case.

Johnson said yesterday, how-
ever. that he would not rule on the

case was tried in early January.

Government attorneyys, in ask-
ing for an injunction against al-
leged discrimination by the Board,
have also charged that grading of
application forms tightened up
when the board knew. it would be
sued.

“When, in June 1961, it became
apparent to the board that this
|lawsuit was about to be filed, tha
board began to reject even the
most obviously qualified white ap-
plicants for technical errors or
omissions in their questionaires,”
the brief read.

voter suit until at least June 1. The .

REJECTED WHITES

Altogether the board rejected 20
white college graduates after the
investigation began, the govern-
ment said. ANy _r"

“Minor errors were not fatal
until some time between Dec. 19,
1959, and February 1961, the
prief related. “Thereafter, the
standard was perfection.”

Federal -attorneys: said that be-
tween Jan. 1, 1956, and June
16, 1961, the time périod covered
in the suit, that 13,390 applications
were filed — 8,868 by whites and
4,522 by Negroes.

Of this total, 96.6 per cent of
the whites were approved by the
board and 75.4 per cent of the
Negroes were denied.

“This disparity alone establishes
a prima facie case under the
Civil Rights Act, for it could not
have come about but for discrimi-
nation against Negroes,” the gov-
ernment said.

The brief also sels forth the
charge that the questionaire for
voter applicants was used as an
examination for Negroes and not
for whites.

equal treatment and at the same
time stifle registration so that the
disparity between the number of
white and Negro persons already
registered (brought about by dis-
crimination) will remain about the
same.”

Use of check marks on some
applications has also been ques-
tioned by the federal attorneys,
who maintain they were placed on
the questionaire to show whites
where to sign.

Witnesses for the county testi-
fied during the trial that the mark
were placed on the forms after
they had been turned in to the

board.

The brief, which runs several
hundred pages, contains an analy-
sis of the application of each wit-

ness who testified in the case and
stastics on white and Negro
voters during the four and a half
years covered.

JE—
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Solicitor To

See Registrar

Circuit Solicitor William F. Thet-
ford and Board of Registrars
member Mrs. G. B. Willis are
scheduled to meet this morning
to discuss Tuesday’s federal court
order regarding the board.

Thetford attorney for the board,
said early today he had not been
supplied with a copy of the or-
der or of U.S. District Judge
Frank M. Johnson Jr.’s opinion.

Mrs, Willis was served last
night and said ¢his morning she
would take her copy to the court-
‘house for the meeting with Thet-
Eiord.

The next regular session of the
Board of Registrars will be Dec.
3, Mrs. Willis said, but she ex-
pressed- uncertaintly as ¢o whe-
ther the registration of the spe-
cified Negroes would be taken
up then or at a special session
prior to that date.

According to law, the board
meets on the first and third Mon-
day of each month during even-
numbered years.

As to a possible appeal of
Johnson’s decision, Thetford said
he would have to meet with the
board and study the order. He
said he spoke only for the board
and not for the State of Alabama,
which is also a defendant in the
}case.

PAGE 4-A
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FAILURE TO BECOME VOTERS

A NEW PROBLEM has arisen in
connection with the applications of
hundreds of Negroes in Montgomery
county to register as voters. They
are registering much faster than

qualified white voters.

The problem is that the registrars
must attend to applicants as they
appear. The applicant first in line
gets first attention. Negroes if nec-
essary will stand in line for hours
awaiting their turn . . . Many a
white applicant comes in, sees the
long line of Negroes and leaves. He
is unwilling to take a place in line
and await his turn, The result is
that hundreds of new Negro voters
are being registered and rarely a
new white voter.

It is a wrong kind of sensitive-
ness that prevents a white citizen
from getting himself in position to
do his full duty of taking part in
his government. His unwillingness
to get in line and wait his turn
under the circumstances is result-
ing in a tremendous percentage in-
crease in Negro voting strength that
may cause all kinds of difficulties
in the years ahead.

Men seeking public office will
have to do all kinds of things to
woo Negro voters, and this will
bring about some of the conditions
of Reconstruction, something every-
one wants to avoid.

How to register qualified white
voters here and elsewhere is one
of the real new problems we face.



VOTE ADVI(E|
MISLEADIN(3,

- I I’
Two %or;}-cdlege-educa € :‘l' Ne-
groes testified today tha t they!

“R6""S"’§@&V

The

' they
signature on one portion
Al | application papers wery
Lilly Belle Goldston,

omitted their signatures j 0 one
Place on their voter regisl Tation
applications because they + fer e
ed to believe it was not Deces.-
sary. .
i And a Negro midwife told a
federal judge she was una ble to
understand why she couldn’f ; com-
plete a voter questionnair & cor-}
rectly when she w.
out birth certificates
With that testimony and s #milar!
accounts from other Negro¢ s, the!
Justice Department contint ted its
,case against the Montg
iCounty voter registration board,
Charging the board with  racial
discrimination, the federal ; gov-
ernment is asking U, §. ' Dis-
trict Judge Frank M. J shnsen
Jr. for an injunetion to p rohibit
any future diseriminatory . prac-

Pre werly.

itices, .
GIVEN NoO ASSISTANCE

 One after another, the

witnesses testified, as othe,
yesterday, - that they
no assistance in filling ou
gpplication -papers  and - were
1Siven no - instructions . on where
to sign thejr names. Apd @gain,
,most of the Negroes who : took|
the stand and told of being - denied
registration were those wil & col-
lege degrees and most of fthem
were schoolteachers, '
: By contrast, a white s
remploye who said he had

iifth-grade eduation recalle |l get.
iting help from his wife wi ren he/
applied Successfully for " regis-,
tration,

Negro
£s had

y a

Mrs.

of Montgomery who
teaches school in Dalla

The

- pepper, who sai
‘know how old
she applied at least 15 ¢t

voter

Was never accepted. She isaid “jt
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as able fo fill| — fill out a birth ¢
jbut can't get
lanks righ
)
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n

jthough she

know
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birth as De
December,

The

has played
the trial th
Justice Department’s i 2ontention
that Negroes who faile, 1 to sign
fthe papers in every  required
place were
K wvhite app
-.Blvenfto sign,

ts their] Johnson orde
investigation

(See

CAN'T READ WRITING
When he was questioned

writing, I read p

«; about

Ala Toam/dlj
1

a signed statement he gayme FBJ|

agents and recorded in o| their VOTE ,CASE
handwriting over his sjg ature, (—Y— 62

the white man, Oscar Gr: » wag| (Continued From Page 1)
unable to read the statenf ént be.|ness—a white housewife — told
cause he said “I cap’ |’ read|the FBI she had received assist-

ance. and then switched her story.

Mrs. Neoma Deason denied
rom the witness stand that she
received instructions from regis-
tration officials when she appliled
to register.

Attorney John Doar of the Jus-
tice Department confronted her
with a statement she signed after
an interview with FBI agents last
month. On ore page of the state. -
ment, which bore her initials,
‘Mrs. Deason purportedly told the
agents that she had been instruct-
2d where to sign her name on the
application blank. :

However, she angrily declared
Wednesday: “That wasn't what
was on the papers when the FBI
read them to me.”

The 32 witnesses included a
score of Negroes who testified
they received no instructions from
board members on where to sign
. their names on application papers.

Under questioning by defense at-
torneys. most said they were
turned down for failure to sign
an oath to support the constity.
-tion., '

" A half-dozen white voters called
by federal attorneys testified that
one board member or another
called their attention to omis-
1sions on their application papers,
.The Negroes said they received
‘0o such help, ) '

In some cases, the state tried to
{show in cross-examination that
.Negroes who had made previous
efforts to register had answered
“No” when, in a subsequent ap-
iPlication, they were asked wheth-
er they had previously been de-
nied registration. .

One witness, Mrs. Frances Bel-
Ser. testified that a board mem- -
tber, Mrs. C. B. Willis, told her
ithat when no notification of dis.
;position of earlier applications
had been received, the applicant
should indlcate he or she had not
:been turned down earlier.
¢ Mrs. Belser, a church secretary
‘who said she had applied nine or
len times, said she first answered
the question “no,” but replied
*“yes” on subsequent applications
after attending a registration
school.

While virtually an Negro wit-
sesses testified they got mo help
from the board, most testified
ithey asked (ér none. And the de-
Itense produced evidence that the
board frequently assisted Negroes
JIn answering the question " about
when they became residents of the
state.
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County Vofte Suif

Set Tomorrow
200 Witnesses] —

/3 Jovrpfaf|

Su gae
By Reglslrars

By JUDITH RUSHIN
The Justice Department will!
seeX to prove tomorrow in U.S.
District Court here that the Mont-
gomery County Board of Regis-{j
trars h as discriminated against
Negro voter applicants,

Federal Judge Frank M. John-
son Jr. will hear the case, sched-
uled to begin at 10 a.m. ’
In preparation for defense of}
the suit, the board's attorney, Cir-{
cuit Solicitor William F. Thet-
ford, has subpoened more than
100 witnesses, including ar Air
Force general and a number of
prominent Montgomery business-
men.

In its suit asking a court order
forbidding discrimination against
Negroes, the Justice Department|
has charged that board members| -
gave help to white- applicants.
AID ALLEGED

Last November the government
filed in the court a list of 1,598
white persons alleged to have
been given aid and 1,115 others
~hom it claimed had been ad-
vised by the registrars where to
sign their names.

A number of persons on the
lists denied that they had re-)
ceived assistance when contactedi
by reporters and expressed indig-
nation that their names were in-
cluded.

The government has alsol
charged the board with register-
ing whites who made errors iden-
tical to those made by Negroes
who were rejected.

- Registrars Mrs. C. B. Willis
and George Penton have denied
that they practiced discrimina-
ton of any kind.

i Two other voter suits brought
by the Justice Department re-
‘sulted in orders by Jud.,e John-
son to registrar boards in Macon
;and Bullock Counties to speed up
the registration of Negroes.

¢ Johnson ruled that the evidc_mce
showed a pattern of discrima-
‘tion in both counties,

Similar suits are on file await-i
.ing tdial in Wilcox and Dallas
Countics.
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| BY ARTHUR OSGOODE

! Attorneys for Montgomery

_::ounty registrars Monday cappe&

‘a series of educated white people

fWh° testified they were rejected

i zz;lsa}'gters with a retired Air Force

r general and Wes i

fgradqatg. . est Point

llm;vlaj. G;n. Natthew K. Deiche].
nn, who is president of the

jlocal Security Federal Savings

:and Loan Assn., said he had

;never sought to find qut why he

‘was not registered.

The reason came to light as
hf tef};ﬁeg during the fifth day
of a2 U.'S. District Court hearing
n which the federa] government
has_scught to show discrimination
against l\{egro voter applicants,
;I:dhabd failed to list his education

usiness experien
application t'm'mpe ¢ on his
SECOND APPLICATION

Af_ter_ being rejected on his!
application in July 1960, Deiche].
mann was registered on a second
application six months later. He
test;fxed that he had never been
.regxstgred as a voter prior to
that time in any state,

Up to the time of Deichlmann’s
testimony, the evidence brought
forward by both sides has followed
ithe same pattern—persons with
college degrees were denied and
persons with meager educations
iwere accepted.
! Government attorneys presented
jan array of educated Negroes who:
failed in attempts to register and
‘a number of whites who had little
education but were registered.

Attorney for the registrars took
the same tack, presenting edu-
cated whites who were rejected
and Negroes with no more than
(Si.' VOTE HEARING, Page 2A)
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grammar school education who
were accepted. :

Among the whites who were
turned down were Richard F.
Madison. son of Asst Atty. Gen.
Gordon Madison, who is involved
in the hearing; and Nick
Germanos, former University of
Alabama football player. .
Another white witness, Mrs.
Ruth Vowell, testified that she
voted in a statewide referendum
ithough not notified officially she
‘had been accepted as a voter.-
i When she went to the polls and
:was told her name was not on
the list, she said she “got a
little upset.” She produced the
certificate she had received be.-
fore she was informed it was
canceled because she had not
lived in the county the required
12 months. Then, she testified.
an election official made a phone
call, and she was allowed to
vote. .
OTHER COUNTIES M

Two other white witnesses
said they had voted in other
counties after being turned down
on applications here, though they
had lived here the required length
of time. They indicated they
did not know this was not pex-
missible under the law, .

A number of Negroes who suc-
cessfully registered, some after
repeated applications, testified
Monday. .

Most of them said they had
attended clinics for prospective
Negro voter applicants, where
they had the opportunity to study
the application form.

Several said they were en-
couraged by Rufus Lewis, head
of the local Negro voter regis-
‘tration drive. .

Several of the Negro witnesses
isaid the procedure was the same
¢in their registration attempts
;over a span c¢f years. Questioned
by government attorneys, they
;said no one had indicated that
|they should sign a written oath
lincorporated in the applicatioa.
i The hearing recessed until
|9 a.m. Tuesday. [t is expected
'to continue into Thursday,
A large number of the white
witnesses who testified were
turned down after the filing of
the government suit in June o
1560. :
When the state offered ag-
plications from 14 college-edu-
cated whites who were rejected,
U. S. District Judge Frank M.
Johnson Jr. asked if any of them
were {rom persons rejected prioy
to the filing of the suit. There
were two such applications.
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.Two Negro attorneys who were
denied approval to run for the
Jefferson County Democratic Exe-
tutive Committee Friday asked
President John F. Kennedy to
help them.

The attorneys. Auther Shores
and Orzell Billingsley Jr., were
among 11 Negroes who submitted
qualification papers for comit-
tee posts.

Copies of the letter were sent
to Atty. Gen. Rohert Kennedy,
U. S. Sens. Lister Hill and
John J, Sparkman, Rep. George
Huddleston, John Bailey, chair-
man of the Democratic National
Committee, and Louis Martin,
deputy chairman of the Demo-
cratic committee.

‘Some of the Negroes in areas
Wwhere the Negro vote is much
larger than the white vote, would
be ‘sure to win places on the coun-
fy committee,

JTHE COUNTY elections sub-
corhmittee rejected their quali-

o ——

N egroes

rotest to Kéinedy

our initial attempt to file oy
application oc declaration to run

for the oifices we sought, the
represeniative of the Demacra-
tic County Committee arhitrarily
rejected hoth our applications '
and qualifying fees and refused \
to accept them. Thijs refusal |
was based on the fact that we i
were Negroes. On the next day, '
February 23, 1962, atfer a hur-

riedly called meeting of a com-
mittee of the County Committce }
our application or declarations -
were allowed to be filed. The

last day for filing such applica-

tions or deciarations under the

law of Alabama was March 1, !
1862, i

IN JEFFERSON COUNTY, Ala.,
the voting districts within pre-
cincts have been so gerryman-
dered by the Board of Registrars

in coomepartion with the county|

committee, that Negro voters
have been successfully ghettoed,

fication papers, claiming the Dem-
ccratic Party in Alabama sub-
scribes to the white supremacy
theory and the Negroes don't.

Following is the text of the let-
ter to President Kennedy:
- “DEAR MR. PRESIDENT:
“Yesterday, March Sth, 1962,
¢ach of the Negroe candidates for
rembership on the Democratic

But, by these very acts of gerry-
mandering by Negroes vote in a
majority in the districts from
which the undersigned are candi-
dates. Because we might have
been elected this action was
taken.

“We do hereby call upon you
and specifically call upon each
person to whom copies of this
letter are addressed for what

Executive Committee of Jeffer-
sen County, Ala. (including the
the undersigned Orzell Billingsley,
Jr., a candidate for election from
Precinet 21, District 6 and the
undersigned Arthur D. Shores, a
candidate for election from Pre-
cinct 9, District 1. who write to
ybu on behalf of all 11) received a
letter. a photocopy of which is at-
tached hereto.

| Negro Seeks ;
!1 Jefferson Office

BIRMINGHAM (AP) — Wilbur
‘R. Rollins, a Negro real estate,
'man and former school teacher,
filed qualification papers Wednes-
day as a candidate for the Jef-,
ferson County Board of Educa-!

n,
quus Thompson, clerk of tl_ne
Democratic Executive Commit-
tee, said he accepted the papers
“subject to the action of 'the
election subcommittee,” which
meets Friday.

able under the -circumstances,
whether such action be of a crim-
inal or civil nature, with respect
to the obtaining for us of cur right
to be members of your political
party, for we can respectfully
assure you of this: No man can
continue to serve a master who
wants him not. We do not intend
to try.
Sincerely,
ARTHUR D. SHORES.

ever action you may deem advis.

ORZELL BILLINGSLEY, JR.

“We address ourselves to you
for relief, for you of course, are
the voice and leader of the Dem.
ocratic Party, as well as Presi-
dent of the United States of
America. Each of us supported
you in your efforts to make a
better America. Each of us for
many years past has voted for
and has been a part of the Dem-

- ocratic Party because we have
sinncerely felt that our party
was the voice and conscience
for the truly good things in
American life.

“WE STILL BELIEVE that this.
i3 true.

-“We know that you recognize
that the Democratic primary etec-
tion in Alabama has heen held
by the courts to be equivalent. to-
the general election. We also know*
that you know that the right to:
run for office and to participate
in cooperation with the county
stitutional richt, fundemental in
Its nature, suaranteed all men. )

*“Although this be true, upon




Negroes Claim
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Discrimination

‘ . By ARTHUR OSGOODE
_ Government attorneys Wednesday produced a series of Negro
witnesses who said they were not told they had failed to sizn an
application, and several white witnesses who said the registrars
had called similar omissions to their attention. ’
And one white _w_l_tness faced a possible perjury charge alter
_*'apgrily disclaiming a statement
given FBI agents which quoted
her as saying she had received
the same assistance.

Mrs. Neoma Thrower Deason
was the next to last witness in
the_ opening day of a hearing in
which the government charges
E.the _local registrars with discrim-
‘inating against Negro applicants.

Shown the statement, Mrs.

|Deason at first denied she had
signed her name to it. Then, as
Justice  Department attorney
John Doar questioned her on
details of the statement, she con-|
ceded she had signed it.
WHERE TO SIGN
i But she continued to maintain
‘defiantly that she did not tell
FBI agents that she was told
where to sign her name on her
application to become a voter
here.
{ As Doar ended his examina-
tion, U. S. District Judge Frank
M. Johnson Jr. directed him to
question Mrs. Deason further on
her statement to FBI men.
In response to Doar’s ques-
tions, she reiterated that: “I told
them (the FBI) that they (the
registrars) did not help me, o
tell me where to‘ sign, or any-
thing.”

Johnson then told U. S. Atty.
Hartwell Davis:

“Mr. Davis, you will present.
this matter to the grand jury.” .

Mrs. Deason could be charged:
with either perjury or making a
false statement to a federal
agent. i
LEFT OFFICE i

Six other whitle witnessesi
testified they had been told they
had failed to make out their ap-
plications correctly or shown
where to sign their names.

One of the white witnesses,

Cecil David Boyd, a mechanic
from LaPine near the Crenshaw
County line, said he had left the
registration office and been called
back to add an omitted signa-
|ture.
He also said that some of the
writing on the application was
not his, as did several other of
the white witnesses. !
Another witness, Sam Schuf-
fert, a 56-year-old carpenter who
failed to complete the first
grade, said that a woman in the
office of Circuit Judge Walter B.
Jones had filled out his applica-
tion for him when he was suc-
icessful in a sccond attempt to’
redister.

{CALLED BACK

| Schuffert said he was unable.
‘himself to fill it out. !
I lie said he did not know the:
woman who aided him, but be-
lieved her to be a state court

e.

er?\plﬁird while witness, Artl}ur
Skelton, ranch hand from Pike
Road, said he was registered
after a registrar called him back
to sign his name. The govern-
ment produced the application t'o
show that it bore someone else’s
handwriting than Skelton’s.
The government presented
more than 20 Negro witnesses,
mostly schoolteachers, who said
they were not registered de-
|spite their college degrees.
They were also almost united
(See VOTE HEARING, Page 2A)

WVote Hearing,
! (Continde rom Page 1)

in saying they received no help,
particularly on where to sign anj
‘oath in the application. But all}
‘testified they were treated court-!
‘gously by the registrars. m
Deguty Solicitor Maury Smup
confronted them on cross-exami-
pation with their app.hcatmn;
forms, on several of which the:
witnesses had failed to sign the!
oath, which pledges allegiance;
to the U.S. Constitution.
DIFFERENT ANSWERS o
Several other of the Negro “’“'.'ﬁ
nesses said they gave different:
answers on separate apphqa-
tions because one of the: regis-
trars, Mrs. C. B. willis, told
them it would be incorrect to
say that they had been turned:
down in previous attempts to
register. !
. Frances Belser, secretary ofg
‘the Holt Street Baptist Church,;
'said she first put down in the
:lapplication that she had not|
|

been denied, but changed it in
ia later application when she wasi
'told in a school for prospective|
ivoters that this answer was!
g, :
WI:\OI‘;; Belser and several other:
{Negro witnesses said they h‘ad!
‘seen the registrars speak \_vxth‘
‘white applicants who desired;
thelp. Almost all testified they:
‘could not hear the conversation:
.clearly enough to tell .xf the reg-
istrars had actually aided them.
But Mrs. Belser said she .heard
a registrar answer a question by
one white applicant. | i
The hearing is to be resumed

at 9 a.m. Thursday.
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- tions for branch registration offices.

* knows nothing of an alleged federal investigation of the |
- Orleans Parish Registrar of Voters office. - \

"..claim blacks are being dismmmamdagainstbyregis- :

* moved from the rolls than black, because an exodus

.': whitu and 81,226 blacks.”*

. Although Section's of the 1965 Voting Rights Act de-

. ed. special approval from, the Justice Department in
.. be requested by anyone, ol

"3 J; Stanley Pottinger mtant attorney genetal. civiI
‘rights division, wrote

- New Orleans, the Louisiana League of Good Govern-

. Taylor was instrumental in securing legislation which
" fices in the First and-Second Congressional Districts.
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.Reglstrdr s '
office under \:
mveshga‘hon’-’

By PATRICIA GORMIN ‘
' US. Attorney Gerald Gallmghouse says his office

Reportedly an investigator from the U.S. Depart-
ment of Justice met with local civil rights leaders, who

* trar Antonio E. Papale and his office. !
Carl Galmon, a member of the advisory board of the -
Louisiana Voter Education Project, said he met with
‘John MacCoon, a lawyer in the €ivil Rights Division of
the department, to air complaints about the annual
removal of voters from the rolls and the choice of loca-

The rollsannnallyarecanvassedandthoseperso
who have not cast a-ballot in two years or have moved
are removed from the parish voting lists. Papale said
that in recent years, more white voters have been re- |}

from Or!eans to Jeffelson Pansh by whita.
RECORDS SHOW that when Papale took ofﬁoe in

1970, there were 156,052 registered white voters and
87,316 black voters. In Jnly, 1976, tlme Were 120,629.

.2 Papale said the figures on racxal breakdowns are,
gum, at best. “You have to take a calculated guess,”"
-he said; because the office cannot requeot information
about race. -

mands that each location for a registraion office he
approved by the state attorney general, Papale receiv-

August, 1975, to atablish satelhte statlons which can

’ specific departmental approval’
to Papale. His go-ahead made it possible for Papale to
dismtch deputiato plaeaaround wwm“requasm

. THE BEGISTRAR said that’ dm'ing July, August and
" September, satellite stations are being established:at
locations requested by the Urban League of Greater

ment, the youth couricil of the National Assdciation for
the Advancement of Colored People, Women for Pro-
gressive Action, and ar outfit called Brothers and Sist» :
ers From Around the Way.

Papale said that former state Rep. Dorothy Mae

allowed establishment of temporary registration of-

-"Under that plan, an office was operated three days a
.week in each’district, and the locations rotated every
three months.

“When the cycle was complete,” Papale saxd. “every
person had the opportunity to register in his own
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Offrces n Feb 1

b'rhree new. ‘voter' fegutration ofﬁces in predomi

 nately black neighborhobds will be op
~ in February, accordingito Robert H. Tucké J r.,
executlve assistant'to M3yor Moon Landrieu.

- Tucker* said Tuesday that the “bureaucratic ma-

 chinery” was mponsibld for delaying the openingof
theofﬁcesatszan }_ A Ave,, 2312 Lo ,

ara Anté oE.'Pa aIehad aaId

hstmonth tha?ﬁe, ew dutlets would be in operation
" by Feb. £. But Tucker shid the’ ‘city administration
: was unable to nieet that dea '

o

§

e
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r'be.forq the City. Conm:il I ]
" the new offices. ... -
. supplemental -apprdpriat3 . pRy. So#
. _additional office supplie: and 3500 for postaga
" stamps. The registrar alSo asked for tables, chairs;

- filing cabinets; heatérs, . _-gonqgiﬁonem and tyi;e-

Tucker said he could havie the registration ofﬂceu !
:opened within 30 days. The council must also ap-

“prove the Paris Avenye site as a- regimahon
,lmﬂon: “‘“’“"““'i’ e o et e
Thanew ofﬁceo wh; aretobepermanent,oﬂgl

- partment, because the present voter registration;
v.';,hi_';p_éli,otﬁsed were Iocam predominately white,
. e Besides City Hall, Voter registration’’
" Umits. are located at 6800 Downman Road, 48008t.
- Claude Ave. and 2529 Gen. Meyer in Algiers. .
Allotthcthreenew officﬁwmbesituatedinﬁra
- houses.. ' _, oy p
T' Tucker said there has beqn no “intentional delay"
ln the openlnz of tlie newl of;icu. L '
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