ON POLL/ TAX
Vote suit appears
1mm1nent; for state

' With a Justice Department suit filed ),n federal court Saturday to strike down
‘Mississippi’s poll tax law, a similar suit appeared imminent in Alabama. .

However, a Justice Department attomey who has worked extensively in- Ala-
bama said he knew of no immediate plans for such a suit,

U. S. District Atty. Macon Weaver, af Pome in Huntsville, said late Saturday
i he hasn’t received orders

Justice Department attor-
‘ney might file themserves
‘by-passing him. -

In -Alabama, the poll tax is
$1.50 a year, with payment for

the previous .year required - to -
vote in a cufrent election. Thus *
a voter who had paid no tax in .
1964 would be required to pay $3 -

in 1665 to vote in a-current
election, unless he had just
turned. 21

Veterans and those oyer 45
"are etempt from the poll-hx in
Alabama.

UNDER MISSISSH’PI’S LAW
state voters must pay $2 & year
to cast ballots in state elections.
Federal elections in all states
were made exempt from the tax
by a recent constitutional
amendment.

“We are confideat the poll
tax requirements will be
struck down as unconstitution-
al,” said Atty. Gen. Nicholas
B. Katzenbach, in Washington.
Poll taxes have long been

criticized as having been impos-
ed to dxscourave voting by
Turn to Page 8 Column 5

to file such a suit. He said ™




—tne Alabama State Sover- Zl
eignty Commission filed suits i
{n Federal Court seeking to keep
registration in the hands of Ala- ;
pama registration officials. The “
suit seeks a complete re-regise 4\
tration in eight counties on 2
noun-discriminatory basis. !

—The Justice Department was \
expected to file a suit this morn- |-
ing seeking to pullify Alabama’s :
poll tax requirement. ;1

~The Rev. Martin Lu her
King said a3 25-member task
force is ready to move into the
four Alabama counties to urge
Negroes to take advantage of
the federal registration.
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Suit Strikes |
At Alabama
Poll Tax

WASHINGTON (UP1) — The
wpening of a new front in the
ederal war on voter diserimi-
ation was completed today
7ith the filing of suits challeng-
1g the poll tax in Alabama,
'exas and Virginia. i
Justice Department attorneysi
led suits in federal courts at}-
fontgomery, Ala.; Austin, Tex.,|.
nd Richmond, Va. seeking to
bolish the $1.30 poll taxes in'
hose states. !

A similar suit was filed Sat-i-
rday against Mississippi. the
ther poll tax state, under a.
ection of the newly enacted:
-oting rights law directing that:!
il remaining poll taxes be';
‘hallenged. '

Today's suits, like the one in'
\lississippi, supported 2 con-;
;ressional finding in the law;
‘hat the poll tax bears 10,
»reasonable relationship to any’
legitimate st:‘?.inte_r.est in the
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