Readin; Lesson (for discussion)

The following editorial on 'The Value of Lducation™ is the first of a
series which we will print. The comments come from ir. Jim Wood, Assistant
Director of Ncighborhood Services, Economic Opportunity, Atlanta, Inc. and
former Public Relations Director for SCLC. :

The Value of Education

It is no accident that people with education make more money than those
without formal training. Life is becoming more and mﬁre complex every day.

It takes greater knowledge to find a way trhough this complex of factors and
forces than it did during frontier days. As government control increases, and
it will, it requires more and more ability to understand procedures. We have
Social Security. Hundreds of thousands of citizens pass on to eternity without
ever using many benefits available to them. This is due largely to their either
not knowing about them, or their inability to gain them through action on their
part. This action requires understanding. We also have a complex tax system,
retirement systems, hospital and medical group plans, and soon we will have a
national health law. There are national plans to aid in education, to provide
welfare relief and assistance, broad programs to finance the buying and con-
struction of homes, and the list goes on.

In spite of the fact that all these agencies and programs have people who
will help those who seek benefits, there is first needed a knowledge that they
do exist. This can be found in the mass communication media: television, radio
and the press. Even, here, there must be employed an ability to understand and
interpret. The employment section of the Civil Rights Law of 1964 is now
operating., This will offer thousands of opportunities to several million people,
But, first, the citizen must understand what is provided and how to get it for
himself. This is the part that requires knowledge and the ability to under-
stand.

There are some things which aim at helping the citizen do this. Government
agencies employ people to spread information. Many groups make it their business

to help people get information. The communications media themselves seek out this

information and give it to the pecople. Lven after all this is done, if a man



never read the newsnaper or listerms to the radio or lools at television, he will
not come to grops with the very informatién that hs is exposed to. So, whatever
haprens, it is necessary to have some education if opnortunity is to he found
and used to make giins in life.

Education also does something else for a man, It makes him more sensitive
to things like personal pride and dignity, It gives him a concern about common
courtesy and decency. It inspires him to examine things in his mind. When
this happens, he becomes discontent with things as they are and he seeks to
change them. What makes this possible is man's imagination. Here, he can
build ideas and dreams witﬁout bothering with the mechanics of life énd reality.
He can make anythine he wants to because anything is possible in the imagination,
This is the reason why men change their world to suit them, Unlike animals, who

try to make the best of life nfind it, man changes things,

We will continue Mr, Wood's editorial in the next issue of
CEP News,)
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Some materials which you may find interezti_ng

1. The SCLC Story - By Ed Clayton - This bhock rteliz in worde 1nd picrures the
history of the Southern Christian Leadership Lonverercze frvom :i: beginning in

1957 through the St. Au Jbtlnv, Fiorida movemsni of 196, Acrmivities in
Albany, Atlanta and Southwest Georgia, :lontgomsry znd Birmingvnam, Alabama,
Greenwood, Mississippi, 1he Harch on Washingtcn and many Cther famous move-
ment stories are told. (Order from the SCLC Beck Mart - $1,GC eath,

This along with the July, 1965 Ebony art:ci

2, SONCC: Rebels With A Cause, can be invaiuablie whsn ycu teash the history
of the civil rights struggie.

Ta Y

3. Citizens Guide to the 1964 Civil Rights Act - Teils in zimple language
what the Act says, how it should function and what you can dc to make it work
in your community. (Order from: The National Lawyers Guild, 1509 Cadillac
Tower, Detroit, Michigan 48226, they are 10¢ each.) '

[

4, "THE SAGA OF SELMA: A TAPE RECORDING BY ESCRU'* -~ Onz res
hour on each side. Speea: 3 3/4, recorded by the Rev, John B, Mor
scene at Selma, Alabama, (Order from: The Episcopal Sscisty for Cuitural
and Racial Unity, 5 Forsyth Street, N. W., Atlarnta 3, Georgiz

5. Federal Textbook on Citizenship - Conmtains ‘'iesson on the Constitution
and government of the United States in Iarge; ciear print and in simple
language. ( Order from the Superintendent of Dozuments, U.S. Gosernment
Printing Office, Washington 25, D, C,. prize $l.ZZ ¢

6. Office of Economic Opportunity Programs An 8 page rarnort describing
several of the programs of youth and adul“: and pusinesses ommunitlies and
states (Order free from: CEP, SCLC 334 Auburn Avenue N. [, astiznta, Ga.}

If you have found an especially good or heipful book, magasine,
or tape which you would be willing to share with others, let us know,

We shall list other materials, including 2 listing of tape recordings
of other movement activities fiims and f.im Sirips 1In The haxi 1352¢ 0O

CEP News.



Reading lLesson

Title VII

In of 1964, the Congress of the United.States voted for a new

law - the Civil Pights Act. This new law was passed to help the Negrc citizens
live with more freedom and respect as Americans, There are eleven parts to this
law, and each part is called a title.

Today we want to study Title VII (Teacher may want to introduce, explain,
or refer to Roman numerals here making full lesson later,) which is about eQual
employment opportunity, This part of the law says that everyone should have an
equal chance to get a good joh, It became active on July 2, 1965,

Title VII says: (1) No one may fire your or refuse to hire you or pay you
low wages or make you work under poor conditions or segregate you or take away
your rights as an employee becouse of your race, color, religion, sex, or national
origin,

2. No employment agency may refuse to give you information or send you out
to look for work, restrict vour job opportunities or discriminate against you in
any other way becouse of your race, color, religion, sex or national voggan

3. No labor union may keep you from joining its membership, or discriminate
against you or segregate or restrict its membership or refuse to send vou out to
work or limit vour employment opportunities in any way, or try to get an employer
to discriminate against you becouse of race, color, religion, sex or national

origin, We must all work to see that this law is obeved. It must not be violated,



WORD STUDY - TITLE VII

Your class may need to:
Learn the meaning of the following words.
Learn to spell and pronounce them correctly.

Write sentences in which you use these words,

Segregate

Roman

employee
national origin
Congress

agency
employment
discriminate
violate
complaint
justice
Attorney (eneral
federal

appeal

negotiate



Things to do: TITLE VII

(1) Let vour class find the month last vear when the Civil Rishts iAct hecame
law,

(2) You may want to make a list of the various companies and industrics in
vour town which must obey this new law and distribute the list in your areaz.
Every company that employs more then 100 workers and all labor unions ctc.

with more than 100 members must comply.

(3) You and members of your class may want to visit the managers or nwners of
the companies bo discuss employment or promotions for Negroes and other
minority groups,’

{(4) You may want to help neople who feel their rights under this law have

been violated file a complaint first with your local or state fair Cﬁﬂlcymént
ageéncy ‘(if you have one by law) and with the federal Equal Employment Ommortunity
égmmission if no action has been taken after 60 days, If you have nc local or
state agency to insure fair employment, send complaints directly te the federal
agency,

(59 You may want to make copies of the complaint form and have your students
use them in writing practice.

(6) You may want to purchase copies of '"Citizens Guide to the 1264 Civil
Rights Act'" which explains in simple language the entire Act - all cleven
titles - telling what vour rights are and what you can do to protect ther,

The guides may be ordered from the National Lawyers Guild, 15390 Cadillac Tewer,

Detroit, ‘ichieran for 10¢ each,



Wiote to teachers: VYou may want to use some of these facts in rakine arithmetic

lessons, especially in the study of numbers (hundreds, thousands, millions,

billions, trillions, etc,) and decimals,

SOME FACTS ABOUT MONEY

The Department of Commerce reported not long ago that the United States

loses 20,1 billion a year because poor education and discrimination keep

Megroes and other minorities from making a full contribution to the economy.

The National Industrial Conference Board conducted a survey of 40 companies
in varoius sections of the country not long ago and found that there is a wdde
gap between policies favorable to Negro employment and actual practice.

Few of them are doing as well as they say they would like to do, or as well
as their top officers think they are doing.

hile almost all of them - North and South - had Negro employvees, Kew had
many HNegroes in upper level jobs.

A report of the survey stated that 'well qualified Negroes are in short

supply today..and an urgant need is for more and better training for Nemroes."

There was hope too, that the enforcement of the Fair Employment Section

(Title VII) of the Civil Rights Act would help.

Sargent Shriver, director of the 0Office of Economic Noportunityv has found
that if a family of four has an income of $3,130.00 a year, they aee still on
the level of poverty in this country,

""Food is a major item in the budget. It provided for 23 cents per meal
per person, which means that a family of four - two adults and twe children
has exactly 32,76 with which to feed itself each day."”

This food diet is "short on eggs, fruits, vegetables, fresh milk and

meats - all the high protein and vitamin foods that doctors advise. And it's

long on potatoes, cereals, breads and dried heans' the starches which we are



4.6 million,

“

"Nn the 23-cents a meal level, savs Lriver, thers o7 sare

of whom some 70 »ecr cent are white, and i5 miltion childwren “ith a current
nopudation of almost 195 million, this means thas ronvily 13% of the American

people are living on a bare subsistance aien

We nmust rembmber that several mililons male less than 53,130 a vear.

~

Nearo men have an average income about aaif thnt of white nen, and Neerro women
have average incomes of about two-thirds tiosc of white women, according to a
Census Bureau survev,

The survey showed that in 1963, the median income of Negro men was
$2,444 compared with $4,816 for white men. Fcr women the figures were 5953
for Negroes and $1,441 for whites. Fifcty-cne nre cent of the Negro men 14 vears
and older had incomes of less then $2,006 a vear. The corresnmonding figure for
white males 14 and over was 24 per cent.

The survev showed that among mersons 25 vears and over, 24 per cent of the

Negro men had finished high schooi as compared to 49 ner centoof the white men,

start a bank, Thcv nmust first have
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Anv group of citizens may ge
at least 5100,000.00 in canital, and then thev must nakdeapmlication to their
state banking association for a mermit. 7 tho rernit is aranted the banking
association will cive further dirszctions and instructicns,

Such a group should seek the services =i a lawwver, also, If there is

none in your community, contact the IAACP iemair Defense and fducational Fund,

Inc,



Nutlawing of Lxcise Tax Brines Savines

To Consumers

On .June 21, Prcsident .Johnson signed a bill which outlawed the federal
excise tax on a number of consumer goods. As a result of the tax reduction,
buyers will be able to keep or smend for other nurchases 1,75 billion dollars
which would have gone to the federal government as taxes. On January 1, 1966,
another $1.75 billion reductioﬁ will take place.

The present reduction is rctroactive (will go back) to 'ay 15, and dealers
will return or give credit for any excise taxes naid by their custonmers,

The ten percent tax is being cut or reduced on about 4N different items

including:
air conditioners cameras
refrigerators filn
handbags nrojectors
cosmetics freezers
club-dues electric, gas and oil appliances
luggage lighters
business machines matches
rmusical instruments radios
nens rhonographs
phonograph records nlaying cards
mechanical pencils sporting goods

The cut ranges from about $70 on a $2,500 automobile to 15 cents on a tube

of lipstick,
In the future, Johnson said, ''we hone...to nrovide further tax relief to

those in our nation who need it most. Those taxpavess who now live in the

shadow of poverty.'

The Treasur: i+ oot in Washington is nuttine out a brochure for
consuners telling what tihe tax cut can mean on various store itens,

You may write them for a copy.



Pent Subaidy D6ll ey lecore Lav

’

Sota 'ouses  of Conrress hove nasscd a hill which trould heln lov-incnrme

fanilies to rect hetter housinn,

The hill would have the federal rovernrent nav the Jdifference hetween 25
nercent of the family income (which is as nuch as anveonc sheuld nay for rent)
and the amount the landlord charges.

The bill will cover only neonle whose income weuld make then eligible
for public housing althouﬁh President Johnson had wanted te help neonle who

rade somewihat morc monev than that.

Congress felt that thev should helr the millions who have not hcen able

even to get into nublic housing, and the extra noney will nal
for nrivate, non-rrofit prpanizations to build the needed hwenes.,

The government will »nay the rent differences directly te the landlerds,
(Teachers may want to make up sarmle aritiretic mrohlems for thic students to
nractice here. For ezamnle:

If a fanily has an incomc of $160,00 ner month and they would neced to

nay 570,00 ner month to get cood housing, how ruch would they nay and how nuch

would the government nay?)



