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What They’re Saying in the /Governor’s Race -

See Below

ADCI Do

BY ROBERTA REISIG

MONTGOMERY -- From the sound of
things at the semi-annual convention of

the Alabama Democratic Conference,
Inc, (ADCI), you might never have guess-
ed that George C.Wallace is running his
wife for governor,

During the Negro political group’s two-
day meeting here in the Jefferson Davis

Hotel,. no speaker mentioned the governor i

92 Ris wife, Lurieen,
Inetead, the Negro Democrats pointed
o the dozens of Negroes holding public

office in Alahma, and heard friendly messages from two
white politietens,

Delegates to the convention recelveda warm greeting from
L.B, Sullivan, Mon| mery’s commissfoner of public safety
and ooe-time enemy of civil Fights PS. _Sullivan halled
the group as “feliow Democrats,”

On Sunday afternoon, Robert Vance of Birmingham became
the first chairmin of the Alabama Democratic Executive
Committee ever to speak to a Negro audience, The head of
the state Democratic party told the ADCI members:
*“The Ume is past when you take one message to one group

ple, and ancth e to another group,’”
Vance took the Negro Democrats a message of the state
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party’s accomplishments tn education, highways, Industrial
expansion, and tourist business, He sald the Democrats had
an “umbrellar party that excluded no one,

Some listeners thought Vance's praise of *‘our present
Democratic admintstration in Alabama® was a quiet way of
asking the ADCI to support Mrs, Wallace inNovember, But
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ROBERT VANCE AT LEFT, PETER HALL AT RIGHT
. the name Wallace never

Passed the chatrman's lips,

Saturday night’s guest speaker, E, T, Kehrér of Atlanta,
Ga,, Southern director of the AFL~CIO*s civil rights depart-
ment, didn’t talk about Wallace, etther, But he said Lester
Maddox, the Democratic candidate for -governor Inhis state,
“*has one foot in a straft-facket,”
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Kebrer nuted that the cholce in Georgfe 13 between Maddox
and U,S, Representative Howard *'Bo» Callaway, s conser-
vative Republican, “Between whom do you choose?*” ke ask-
ed, “A Kluxer In a bedsheet or a Kluxer {n & tuxedo?"

Kehrer claimed that the “so-called riots in'Atlanta last
month “*were stimulated by agent pro s to influ
the election,” The Tesulting ““white backlash? gave Maddox
the Democratic oomination, Kehrer satd,

But the ADCI delegates seemed not to be bitter about the
Dominations of Mrs, Wallace and Maddox, Many speakers
re-affirmed their bellef in working within the Alabema Dem-
ocratic party structure,

“We're moving,' sald Peter Hall of Birmingham, ‘'t
may be at a snall’s pace, but that turtle, e got there faster
than the hare,*”

It was announced that more than five dozen Negro Demo-
crats hold elective and appointive clty and county affices in
Macon, Moblle and Jetferson counttes,

*‘To those who would start & third party, [ say ‘Farewell’
History’s overloaded with fatlures of this sort,’ satdJos 'L,
Reed of Montgomery, ¥ You don't like what'g goingoa tn
the Democratic party, the only way to change it is to work
within the framework of §t,”

““We're Democrats, We've got to support the Democratte
party and the Democratic candidates,’” satd Hall, That was
28 close to an outright election endorsement as the coaven-
tion ever came,
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