REGISTRATION AND VOTING COMMITTEE

TIPS FOR THE BLOCKWORKERS:

1.

2o

3.

)

Be cheerful and friendly-The person who answers the door is
doing you a favor, not vice versa,

Time your block work in the precinet for the same day or days,

It's more fun to be out ringing doorbells if every blockworker

knows that there are others out as well, An since news spreads
fast, the people of your precinot will soon know that there is

a drive on and talk it Upe -

Have a meeting of all bloeck workers in the vrecinct Bust before
they go out canvassing, Be sure every block is covered every
one knows what to do, Meet again after the evening job is

done to turn in reports on results, exchange erperiences and

enjoy refreshments,

e

5.

Go out in teams of two, bpreferably a husband and wife or at
any rate a man and a woman, It's more fun that way, Also,
if a woman, opens the door she would be more responsive to
to see a couple, If a man opens the door, he!'ll be more
responsive to talk to a man. Some people frown on single
women going around ringing door bells after dark,

Don't take on more than you can handle, Each call takes from
5 to 15 minutes, Some nay take as much as a half hour. Ten
calls an evening is just about all you can hope to accomplish,
If you teke on or are given too large a list you might soon
feel desperagicn or frustration creeping yp on you,

PLAN YOUR WORK

6.

To

'Plan your work-ghead.of time. In other words make you mind

you will "ecover " your block or drea by devoting so many nights

& week for so many weeks on the job., Make a schedule for

yourself which doesn't interefere with your nousehold and
family schedule, If you will let your family lnow gbout 1t
in advance there wont't be-any friction about it,

Be dressed neatly. A man going out without a sheve might scare
the ladies. A lady will feel more confident if she looks her
best, Go out when you are most likely to meet the whole family.,
The best time is from 7 to 9 DPeme or on Sunday afternoon., Don't
call on people to late at night,

Some like to retire early and nothing is more annoying than
to have someone wake up the baby with excessive doorbell ring-
ing. g

It's always the best and friendliest approach if you can say:
I am John Smith of the ragletering and voting committee, I
live on 1854 Union Circls and this is Mrs., Fannie A. Dos whb
is coming along to help me convass in this precinct,

Be prepared to answer questions, If you are on a registration
drive be prepared %o tell people. whem where and how then can
register,

LEAVE READING MATTER

9.

10,

Always leave literature so people have in writing what you try
to tell them to look over later. On a registration drive leave
a handbill with registration information, '

Don't ever, ever argue with people. You mission s to convass
people, to give them information about reggstration, voting or
candidates, If they indicate that they don't agree with you,
give them a nice big smile, leave them as quickly and grace=

iully 88 you can and note their attitude on their card op your
ist,



11.

Don't get mad at anyone. When people are rude or non-
committal be friendly and respectful anyway. Loave literature
for then to look over later, In impossible situations simply
leave guickly and poliotly,

Don't ash people right off about their political convictions.,
If you ask a stranger whether he is a Demoerat or Republican
He'll most likely tell you: "It's none of your business,"

Don't accept invitations to come into the house, "To talk
things ovor" or for a cup of coffde, You may have a most
pleasant evening but you won't get any work done, Try to
conduct your business at the door, if at all possible,

12,
And he'll be right, too,
HAVE THAT DRINK-LATER
13,
.,

Don't be discouraged because people refuse to talk to you.
If in a precinct of LOO even as many as three=-quarters refuse
to talk, there are still a hundred with whom to work,

Remember that as few as twenty voters can make a tremendous
precentage difference,

e it e



., ;.doorbell-ringers of democracy.

THE PRECINCT WORKER and REGISTRATION
The Precinet Leader and the Pfedinct Workers are the solid
foundation on which the organization is built; and upon whom vice
tory a the polls depends, for Eléttlons Are Wor in the Precincts

Most of us like to do things together., Something that may

- seem like a chore if done individually is fun if done in company.
‘There 1s no work in a political organization that is more inter-

-esting, brings greater satisfaction, or is more important than
that of the Precinct Worker,

Women are particularly well quélified to perform the duties

~of a Precinct Worker. Women are neighborly, like to meet new

people, like to discuss with other women subjects of common inte-

very qualities required for a Precinet Worker, so it is no coin-

R So you're a Precinct Worker, getting ready to take & poll of: :

" the portion of your Precinct which has been assigned to you, _ |

 You will need certain equipment, including:

IR l. Printed or mimeographed;cards, 3x5 inches or larger if

"3{@5&&300ssary3ﬁgiving¢tinzbriefrand€simpleflanguagéfainfﬁrmattbh:bnEE

. '; registration - dates, places, requirements as to residence, &tc.,.
- and special rules about absentee: voting. The information should

cover both primary and general elections. Cards will bear, at the .
bottom, "the words or title of whatever ward or precinct you rep-
-resent, Underneath the name of the organization there will be a

- 8pade for you to add your name, address and telephone number,

2. Notebook in which to record informetion on each person

u”bflvoting age in the area which you are canvassing. A notebook
‘about the size of a guidebook would be convenient; looseleaf so

that it is adaptable to alterations which will be necessary as

~your listings grow. A duplicate of the Voter Card should be mim-

~eographed e the top of the sheet you will use for each voter.

- ~mble your information.™

3. Supply of Voter Cards,

L. Official literature on issues -~--national and inter- :
national, Stabte, County, local. This literature will includc The
Democratic Digest, fliers, pamphlets, etc., and will be furnished
to you by the respective Democratic Committecs,

5. List of Democratic candidates, from local to national, in
the general election, and litcrature about theso candidates. List
of opponents in the Democratic primary may be a part of your equ-
-ipment, but your work is to promote registration and voting, not
to promotc any candidate except the Democratic candidate in the
gencral elecion, so do not mix personal primary prefcrences with

your dutics as a Precinct Workcr,

a -rest, are thorough and conscientious about detal ls, These are the .

 =cidence that women comprise the ma jority of Precinct Workers, théki"ﬁ

N
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- This will make for uniformity, completencss and speed as you asse- -



6. Briefcaso or large, strong envelope to carry the
above items,

HERE YOU ARE --- ABOUT TO RING A DOORBELL
This is your first try at it and you're not sure what's
going to happene. You don't know whether - you'll get a warm wel-
-come or whother you'll got the door slammed in your face,
~ Chances are you'll be welcome,

. You were selected as a Precinct Worker because you're
- nelghborly, likc to meet people, like to talk with other women,
The door will probably be answcred by a housewife, and chances are
10 to one she's a great dcal like you. After your friendly grec-
-ting, hand her immediately the card mentioned under (1) on first
- page, saying something like " I want to rcmind you of dates and
‘places for registration and voting. " Then tell her you sro making.
. & poll of the Precinct and you would like to know how many meme
... .~bers of the family are voting age. If the housewife hesitates =-- . -
it for example if she is a Republican, independent, or just disinte-.
i -rested assure her that this is only a canvass, which it is,

R

- Most people will not hesitate, so open your notebook, ask yourf,,hé“

‘“questions, and writeo your answers, Get name, address, telephone - .. i
number, of éach person in the household who is voting age. Use a =~
- separate page for cach potential voter; if thers are more effi-
-cient procedure for you to take notes and make the individual 7 i
 pages later. Then ask whether those of voting age have registered,. ... ..
viiﬁ;anyﬂofmthem}willgbe;registering:andwvoting*absehteeyﬂif‘they*“”””'” e
+ will need transportation or a baby sitter in order to register,
- and vote. Alson ask. i1f thoy will'volunteer to help in the campaign -
- and if so, at whap,dgys.rUse,the@blank.space od each shect to note

' anything in particular, whother the person is a first voter, whe-
ther he or sho is interested in some special issue or a special , ;
candidate, what kind of voluntecr work is preferred, etc, P

EMS S YOU WILL NOT COMPLETE THE POLL YOUR FIRST TRY: o e
‘ : Stick to getting information on your initial round, and . . |

“" “on later pounds carry literature. to leave with persons who on ‘: @@

your first visit evidenced an interest: organization. Keep all your .

. w.. Visits short and to the point; do not argue politics, either as

T to party. candidates, or issues. Try your first few calls on per-
~__ =sons you know and 1t will give you confidence to ring other door-. . ..
- =bells. As you-leave, ask cach houscwife Tor thc namc of the famil ,
-y ncxt door, so that you can grcet by name the one who answers "
the doorbsll, ]

e
b

_ When you have complcted. the number of calls you have
scheduled for yoursclf on each round, fill out the card, working
from the information in your notcbook, and turn the cards over
promptly to your Prccinct Leadcr. .

The Prccinct Suporvisor will hold regular mecting at
which your progrcss and that of othcr Prceinct Workcrs will be
recordcd on a map, and on a tabulated list,

At thosc mcetings, or indcpendontly if pcrferable, you should
turn in ncw cards to thc Lcader, or makc any neccessary changes on
old cards. In this way, at all times you and the Prccinet Leader
will have duplicate information on votors in your Preccincte You,
in your looscleaf notcbook; she in the card file,






