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_ _ PRESIDENT JOHNSON SAYS THERE I 'WRONG'' COLOR AMONG . T
° 'y, 8, CITIZENS'AT € nﬁroa “CLYFFORD ALEXANDER
P ¢ (o3 irtle s’ aare w2112 Yo oxn vaid3d owwpe od bewund syr omod . ol ol
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gm0, oo, Nt (Srapial), T There, e among us no such thing

as a wro 1 'wrong! " among us no one with
ng E}e nitgioﬂ OEmax.wm‘u%S; )nat:iggality( f..f.'ﬁ)e‘\rueci*;ll::.r-;l .g,'.'.-. ReGE (< JhEE)

the 'wrong' color. B We are all equal before God., ,We are equal in the eyes of
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the lav, If I have anything to do with it in this country, we are all going
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5 be equal in Bg'ekih ™ Off sll {;rnf 2l o1 sotidd ak 3} p0tdigoqog slood
"‘hese words of Preaident Lyndon B. Johnson cl:hnaxed tha colorful (C&F emony
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swore in the:new Chairman of the Eiual Enplayment, ,Opportunil:y Commission, . - .
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Clifford L, Alexander,
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" M:: Alex.ander and family. Judge Higginbothm. distinguished Members “of
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the Cabinet, Members of the Congresa » distinguished gueots""'“ !

It vas @' litt over cl}r years ag’o qhat. wa met here in che Eut Room
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to sign ‘the CGivil Rightu A(_:_t: f 1964. & gk bldosai sl (q e

That historic achievement: was t .WP}:‘!Q‘S%‘ of nltl,el very long and. soul-
searching ‘debate.' It‘ ‘wasfa very'-prbud ".victié:y -'4-. and..il: was' a bipartiaan one,
An overwhelming majority ‘of 'the Republicans as ‘well'as the Danocmta ‘had voted

R thi’ m““’-'e /in the COﬂE;ress of the“llnited States. sy kil
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" fusigning the Bi1y, °r ‘satds? *® 9700 1 | AP i
o "'1'_hat purpoee-,of 't:he .law-is simple. NS N T

VIt does not restrict the freeddm of any Amerioan. 89 ‘.lo'ng u he ’
respects the rights of others, )

" n1e‘doas ot “give spec Vfal :.'::eé}u:{éﬁt to amy citizen, ot
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" "1t  does say the ‘only limit to'a man's '.Bobdf‘fﬁr“"happi'fneéé, and
for the future of his children, shall be“-.‘his own ability."
To say this is merely to reaf.irm the original promise of what we call
--the American system, We are a natlonrthat is founded on the belief that the
greatest achiement of the human spirit is to live up to'ove's opportunities «=

to make the very most of one's resocurces.
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4 ‘ We have come here this morn!.ng‘and are about: to swear in a new Chairman
for t:he Equal Employmeut: Opportunity Commission of this government, This
Commigssion == like the Civil Rights Act that created: ite~~ exists for one

reason, becausq mﬂlibons of Amertcana .are still barred from. fun mti.ctpation
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+ The doo:év o%p{s%rtunig e moset %,; ' C ,got“g%nt 3 ;qey: "to rematn

" closed to them, Some sre barred because t:hey are of the 'h'ong rel:l.gton voe

e it e feoagiet g Boasadd! 5] B wmuA . worathy
or' because their ﬁare’nta came from th e 'lwzong)' nery... or because they are
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“tha' * weong"® “gesx; "' But above all, avenues to achlevement rmin cloaed t:o

mf11ions "of dur ‘Cointryier.’ becaise ’the’y’ d‘r‘e’pof et ‘"\rong" 'colot.
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bedrock ptoppsicion, it is this: - there is among us no such t:hi.ng as a 'wrong N
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#itglon or ‘T Virohg' SaEis Ra1ity o " Mede s Bmong Ue a0 oné with the E—
cSlors " Ve are a’n’equh PaEdwe coat e "ai;'é"Je'QuaI in €tis eyes of the law.
1f 1 havé ‘anything €6 d5 Gieh e Ea % ﬁié‘&&m, e "de 81l going’ o be equal
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in seeking a job,
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I do not believe théve 1§ Iax'u’r‘o&i-; “fn "thié United States who 1s batter

qualified to achieve that goal for this government than Clifford Alekander,

He knows what’ prejudice is, He has ‘éndured it ‘himself «= and he has fought

it with ever:y resource a al: hi.‘{n kq’mmand o qm ofd T axortemid Ao ot ‘
, He bas Been an outstanding student of the Aay, .He served in our Army, *

He' served' as “Adsfdeant Distrist Altorftey "for ‘N 'York c:lty. He led one of

teat city's successful programs for slum rehabilitgtion, He helped to.. ..

discover new ways to help the children of thé slums, o '

"Ciige" Aleander ‘J1Aed the GoVerdmint 14 19637 Hé 'cand here as @ Foreign
Affaixs Officer of the National Security Council, A year later he becsme one
‘of my own assistants. ‘For wore ‘than threeé years now he has given his President,
and his cguntrx a wisg aqd creative gounsel chat belied hga years, ;. :

We are reluctant to see _him do Lany wo:k except work at.the White House o=
though we know that we wfll ‘aluays tise his counsel in thé critical days ahead we

ar<d there may be a good bit of them here at the mlzl.te mﬂse.ﬂ We_seem_to attract

crises sometimes, .. e e -l

e’-
- N s N " 0 ‘a_ . .

In Cliff Alexander, the ccuntry 'géi‘:ﬁs “an’ éobl& and “devoted pulglie servant
in a place wvhere a man of his underatandi.ng and where .8 .man of his commitment
is needed a- greaf; deal right: now. '
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The COmnission 18 in sure and skillfu %t, is above all I think in -
just and determined’ hat}dé. My friend, C1£} f. yau ’wi 1 leave with our gratitude=e

and you set forth in 0 your n new [ission with aur adq:u; %:l,on. with our, confidence
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