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I am delighted and thrilled to have this opportunity to bring greetings,
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greetings from the Democratic National Committee and our Chairman, John M.
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Bailey.
You are theryonng”hecpiejaho}arewéoing‘to influence thé course of

history and hopefuliy'hn11d~a:better‘Aaerica;and‘a“peacefui world, In my

view, there is no better way to start than to organize yourselves, as you have,

as young Democrats“and1conaider serioﬁaiy‘the isédés of odé tine."
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I don't have to remind anyone here that this is a troubled moment in
our history. Our time seems to be out of joint and we live in a worried
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world. We have our troubles Abroad and a crisis at our doorstep.
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Three weeks ago ‘we 1oat a great world leader at the handa of an essaein.
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Anger and bitterness hang like a pall of smoke over the country.
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Deepite“all:thie 1oom and doom - despite a11 the angry rhetoric ~-
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I feel optimietic. I believe the facte indicate we are moving - however

much we might be stumbling - toward a better day. I do not wish to
misrepreaent the facts. I don't'want'to be 1ike themuoper;crust lady

v Leniton W] ha 1w
who was proud of her family and decided to have a book written about her
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ancestry. Tn the research it wae discovered that one of her grandfathers
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died in the electric chair in Sing Sing Prison. The author covered this in
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incident as follows: "One of her grandfathers occupied the chair of
applied electricity at one of Americe s beet known institutions.' He nas
very much attached to the position and literally died in harness."

As you know, my chief concern has been for a long time with the

problems and status of the Black.minoritﬁiuﬁe have worked in the ghettoes
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i'of America in the interest of thelnemocratic Party which, in my view,

offers the most prOmiaing political route to the advancement of Negroes,
Indeed}“oﬁr party offers the most promising political prograds for . civ
meeting basic human needs of all Americans =~ for black and white’alikéi:

A decade ago the Negro minority and the problems of Black America

were little underatood-and they did ot diaturb the minds of the majority
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of Americans. Today thia representa‘the Number 1 domeqtic issue,

Some critics on, the ational scene Who view qur preseut situation
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with despair are busily placing’ blamé“J Théy“éondemn the civil rights
movement which got underway in the 603. They condemn the Democratic

Administration”oﬁqrgesidengg‘gennedy and gohneonﬁforhtheir‘approachee to .
the problenm, They call the 60s the "explosive
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and revolutionary" decade.
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The ugly fact is, however, that for eight long years under Republicanq

rule during the SOs, the whole issue of race rebation;hand racial justice
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was swept under .the rug, Indeed, the Supreme Coqrt Decision of 1954
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which outlawed the jim crow concept, of "eeparate but equal" in education
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fell upon deaf _ears in “official" Washington. The}neglect'ofjthe 50s

B kidesa Nt aal RS et T Lo S s oalty L

helped to_fuel and ﬁeed the revolutiondot the 60s,
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Placing blame, however, may be irrelevant todgy . I want to discuas N
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some of my reagons for hope and to seek your support in the dags ahead
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On July 27, 1967 President yndon B, thneon saild "...The only
1 3330
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genuine, long-range solution for what has happened lies in an attack .
DoEumaen S Tave woomi w8 s 8 9Ll il . Wi Cam
-=- mounted.at every level .== upon the conditiona that breed violence and .
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despair._ All of us know what, those»gonditions are:yduﬂmmanceA#q
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discrimination, slumg, poverty, disegae, not. enough jobs. .We should attack
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those conditions ~~.pot .because we are frightened .by conflict, bqt L
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because we are fired by conscience." . .
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If you examine the Administration approaches to the problem you will
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discover several basic concepta at work, For the deprived and powerless e
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black minority two of the moat important concepta were embodied ini .
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legislation, the Anti-poverty Act of 1966 ,and the Voting Rights Bill of
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LIt ist.said athat'»theteo at_ez;@woi t:obi‘;;bg m:w.ojii}s;!;gument@titi'es.gx,-;-er
which'every,groupf1n~ouxesociety hasxnseqyto gain: prestige) and power.: . *
One is represented by the dollar’bill; . economic power. andsthe: other 48
represented by:the ballotis=rpdblitical power.:;Indeed, dollars;and ballots
are!the bootstraps withoutywhich no groupncanibe;expecced:tgwlift-itaglf
inrourisocietyw uvizy o blod nonuy i 1E 03 o ofa oY Wyostuobel ol LU0

We knqw:thacinocuenough[money;haa:beep,appropétaced,g;;éégéressqfor.wu
the:war: on poverty.}We know thati sere of che;anci-povertygprog:gmp,.whtgh ;
were experimentalyi haveinot fulfilled: theix; promise. We: know;.that: mistakes
have: beenimade., 1Nevertheless,fom the: €irgt; timg, in history our: i .5 4 -
government has made a serious effort to..abplish poverty.in Amexica. i,:r,

-1t TodayuT;(helieve: most Amexicans, vrlll:;asmg-):thaq;; we gean, no konger:;
accept: or! tolerate. the. poi.sopes.-syampholes; o_ﬁ.,ahdsés,:pqyﬁr}xc in the ;5 gar
middle .of: the, green;:vallgysi.angd: rpllinaz;hif;l;l,a;:pﬁmut-.rsftwgn.t And ) oyn -
prosperous country.; Thejvalidity. of the.concept.for providing the,tools, .
of .economic-power- to.all .Americans, da selfinevidenfic 1A wi sow w1leg 3t a

The impact of the economic thrust of this Administration c%que;gqqgh
in :hearepo:tﬁon;mhe;HSOcial.ani}akoqpmicEﬂghdﬁﬁikashpﬁ;EﬁSEoeﬁviprﬁhe
United States'.(issuedlast; Octoben 1by,.ﬁgﬁﬂume3t'¢pégmbot - -L quote:.
"The .imcidence, of.spmertxrpm._ng_-rn.or.yrwhit;.eu,f&%mil.\i;%;.rema;ln&;l'ii.slss';wttit,
about one-out;jof three classified.@s ook« Stillysjuat six. years.age j; . ..
one out - £ two of the non-white families yerg. poox. 1 Last;year the number; .
of mon-whites in povexty was.reduced by,l51,000 families.’s. -Thg report
also points jout thatpoutside the SquthernRegion,, t.lzs:;pe#e_.%sase,-ﬁﬁ Negro,

families with incemes.of;$7,000 gmmqnﬁnﬁ&aqe;ﬁeﬁ?an_asl;,?ﬂatw-..;!.‘he;.ft:-,?qse,dx,a
of course,.is thatcevery,gffoxt.te step,up.this,progyess is fought tooth and
nail-by Republicana,who: then.chargg. ve. promige more; than e produce. .

1 A dramatignandjhgpefulgdegg}ppmgntbpgp:pedghownﬂgqvghgngmggcgnoﬁ&theﬁ
1965 Voting Rights Act in She.§outh and,in,the new political.ferment ,. , .
among :Negroes..in, the,; North,;The ballot:like 5:99,,4911431; ybill is.a tool of
enoxmous: powerin bh::std  .anwakad worhaA X' brugsed sviaref L 0 .y n

~1Just four:years,ago at:the.Atlanticg City Convention,,the :poili.;ti;;lqal_.}., .
plight of the Negroes of Mississippi made the headlines. The few ljggygqg .
registered in the State literally took their lives in their hands when they
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sought to vote,
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Today:22: Negroes' have! been elected:tw:publics office.in Mississippi,
whereasionly 263000 Blacksiwere>xegistered in: the: State: in}1964, over : :
250,000 willo goltothespolls: iniNovemberi19684 nb il ¢l 2% i by NS ESTTa

L 14, Qut iof the' 7Inii11ion Negroes ‘in .thei nation-wher¥ill be eligible i oan
to vote' in' 1968;7 3:million ©f sthem;will be :\'robingh:lrnithe 11=States of!the::.
01d COnfederacy. Today close to 300 Negroés hold elect:i.va offices: in:the:
01d South- and' 23. 'are: 4n St:ate}tlegis‘l.acufesuw 11 dm:: be&rgih,lw ﬂt
Tennessee M3tin Texas And Bies eath An Mississipply Vh‘ginia -and: Louisiana,

SRIAR Y 1mp”act “of' tﬁe newﬁegto voting: int thet Southris! bound: to'influence:
changea in 'r.he sotthiern represehtationi inithe Congress.y:Some of -the old » .~
coalitions dreveertaint:ta be’ affected! {x0l:n avaivim & vlen pnd dlor 4w Jok

Incidentallyj: the’ new' Negro sheriff of Macon :County, Alabama, ‘Lucius
Amerson,’ dt ‘a téb“éﬁt"co’ﬁfér'e‘né‘é- iw Wabliingtdn remarkedi that: the ‘sheriffs -
control the'‘el’éction ‘mackiinery-/in'the decp’ South: ‘and ithat: hie! was! not "about
to ‘change’ the “systéd. Tréad¥eécently Jalso' Ehdt  Skiet'L££ Anierson arrested
a white policeman in Alabiifid v If hat’ st ®-Black Powey’ <= T dor®t ‘kriow
what 1ed g .mt::m:ﬁ.j,.th b AL idn Yo jewradly :ixmaffc»aa antd o Fuseal et

‘The ‘politicalt fvinetit 4neie ‘South’ Hasbedn matched: toffaoﬁ\e“deéree o
by ‘the ride of‘d ‘rev ‘bredd-of Négrs peliticlans im:thé :North. They® - U
have tié‘ws"goa'ls‘and‘ ‘e horizonsland 1ikeMayors: Carl Stokes of: Cleveland
and Richdrd ‘Hatchér df'Gary, iIndidha; theiriambitions:are going beyond ' :#
the ‘confinds of ‘tHe 'Negroghétto, ¢ «f[Lus) asdds-mo . 3 Gn cur T w6

Thé ‘encouraging 'plitical developtierits Nofth and South'have special «
significance for ds bacdusé all of *thaie®neii eléétéd ! Negro offiel alg are i#
Demoérats. ‘They 'support ‘and”stredgthéirthé Démoératic Partyl (Of the 600 !

LiNegroes Holding eléctiVe “offices dnithé fiatiof] over 500 4r'd Democrats, '

Along With thedé 'devalopiientston’thd state diid Yocal political . fronty
President Lyndon'Jokinson' Has ‘opened’thé ‘déor ‘of ‘the national ‘government
for Negrdes 'fo:?siiﬁétfi’i‘s’ﬁ“.iiinié":l'ti—%ﬁtoi:'i'r"-.’“‘?h&fé i8 tiow Nég’fé"a’i‘epféa’éntation
on"the ‘Supteme ééii#t’}“‘f.‘ﬁﬂ?g‘bﬁﬁ Marshaliisd 24! thelCabinét, 'Bob Weaver:: ==.i
on the Pederal Reserve Board, Dr. Andrew Brimmer., PresidenttJohnson>named
more”Negré 'Federal Judged1in ‘hé M day’ -ﬂ_n&h’\ ali? the RepublicaniPresidents
combined’ 3 odl- .ésdlibb&s“sdﬁ ab in ;taa:tee;llv T rgo1: i 93 34 Al :lig

i oande eonsd .(l‘:fd:l n.t asv: [ :t& vily' }loo:t '(I.Eﬁ‘lsmf 3632 odd ol hooded
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These black!beachsheadssinsevery deéartment wéﬁnthérl'ederaltf el I
Government.:permit us;tol'say. foritheifirst! ti.mednlour:h:l.story; that) there.:
is no appointive‘-position!invthex-nat:_;.on'al'ngovernmgnmwhigh( 48 barred; to-a'
citizen:because, ofthisirace: or ‘ac'o.tor". ban v ldaasssd avig o umksaon o

' Now the question arises, why in this period:wofsprogress:and:dramatic’
changes-on theteconomi¢s and: political: front ,u: w:bthw doomlxopenj.ngw all2
around'us, do we:have' so'much hatred and!viol.ence? mq x'r» ‘(» efoden. Qoo

Part of theianswer-may belthatlup until recently, many:Negroes:did not
believe: dramatic progress wastpossible. The'very a;icc“sc;qf thel elviliai
rights movement intthe ‘fight> for1thé :laws;whichimowicover mostiofithe! .r:
abuses of: eivil rights}iincluding:thé housing <~ﬁel‘d s has escalated:thei:i
“demand ‘for’ faster actiomi!*: s el i oy nalk owh o) amid 3o cd ot 0%

* Youlremembex! when! the> South? s answer toi.the! ¢ivil rights’ leadershiioq
demand ‘for ‘change Was® =4/Neverjinéver, never, l/¥et, :dramatic changes; came’
-= the' Civil Righta Bi11'of ~18€4’ibpeneal'up publicraccommodations and in.qis
the deep South Negroes began'to:fwalk! throughsideors:that :hadi-been: closed o

for'ra ‘century/l Thel‘colleges ‘of:Mississippi and ‘Alabama :opened-wup/:despite
the melodramatic ‘efforts of the:Governor to bar therdoor, In(short,s: pe
the Negro-masses got:‘the messagetthat change wab'wpodsible. . « -aquie .u i

Part of the answer may also lie in the fact that whice;att::ltudea' s,

tovard blacks have' not’greatlyjcchanged /despite rthe rlowering: of some ‘barriers.

The st:e'r‘éqt&pes@ensist-;i saptg & o8 T Jhsowdt ob o bo.wd ovan o br
<*.The-black’citizen! stillfeels that:he :1s vscorned:and regarded:with

contempt by white ‘society’even!though heisistandingtaller and makingn:-

progress. For the first time many Negroes see that anti-Negro prejudice::

and white racism remain almostiasustrong asrever despite the -fact that

the "white only" signs have com&.idown:and somez:barti;en’;mhave fallen. - . :

Dr. Martin Luther King understood-this phenonmenong He preached:: ...
non=violence butimoreifundameritally he’calledxfom:brotherhoodcand:love.

He used to say ‘that every 'whitélAmerican.isia little bit: black and:every

black American is a little bit white. He was an apostle of love,~.love ::
for ‘all membersrfof>thé human:family with!God.:as the fathexiof.us all.
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I believeﬂchétzyou youngsnemocracs ‘can.makesacontribution on many
levels: to helprrésblve theiracialJcriaia that! challenges ud:today, I °
know' you: will. play your part'in makinchertain that! the”Demoératic.Party
will continue to give leaderahip and rembin responsiveito-the basic. !v°
human:needs of;all'ﬂmertcana.u,. sitoomb ey (nostie aolteoun od,

Some ofsyOU4mh3rh¢veiﬁeen.iuathefpovertyqstrickenvghettoéb and.tha. -
rural wastelands Jf America. knOWrﬁhat iymean by "basic humah needs," -.

You know what hunger, disease and'rat-infesced housing can.do to the.
human‘spifit Our party, under. the.leaderahip of Presidenh&thnson, .y

has begunithe attack:on chercnippling blighckoflouf cities 4nd -you : ..ol
must;dalte, certain that, xehete isi tio retneatx,ﬁ::oqn.chis, .mr.s. in the. years .ahkad,

For the first time in America, youth is méﬁiﬁémiia;voicezheard-andxits
powebxfelcxfW@nhavelleft>behind,:finally,hndudramaéiaéiiy;uﬁHéMCOncepE
that young.people;.have nothing: to,.contribute,to,eur. society,and -our ;. ... .,
institutionsy: +.Youth, power: 1s:.a real ity todayn ' What:iyou do;with this::
pover:is important .to theufuture;ofi thisunation.s. o 1gsi dive q 9o

@13 I believe that syou are iin: a:qunique: position: to help:'change racial .
attitudbsiln}dﬁi,édﬁhtryﬁ?iiufcdh-east&yﬂcabcyasiderxhe;oldyraciakm,y»uﬂs
stereotypes and racial myths which ;h&ve::begﬁzg!;he, legacy from past;

generationg,.tr aidle.s 13 uon adu o skl ssfs wism aowe s a3 To pr Y

-+ t'vw«Perhaps cyowican«launch<a people to:people program here; in America :

as we have tried to do Abroad. It is a supreme tragedy-that despite. ...
all 'the ‘modern méans'of communication; blacks Jand‘-whi.tea_‘:I..n;our‘;society
really:do not know;.ido.not:understand ;_3an'd 1dosnot ,communicate with:one, .
another] sy o33 . dard oon e oW wise s s Bemi o ondd . L ogo
~+It seems to meithat invthe;circle:of :friends of nevery,white American
there-should be gome  blacks:and in:the:cirele of:friends of jevery iblack ;
American’ thereshould ;bessome whitessos:y-.i wy apkl w0 o7 i o . .

VL do notfibé&e’ﬁe1ﬁhébexcneﬁietsé!whéunthey,;aayit:hat:mfnzl.éndshi.pr,is e
impossible acréss:tlie;éoler line.nDr;xMartiniLuther.King;did mnot ;believe
it either,. i 2o 03, oqn b wsw ol odbd. 3td YK B S R LTS S I T

+You have ‘in;your hands:the)futire: 6f America; black:-hands and white
hands. In the words of the anthem of the civil rights movement which
Martin Luther King taught America to:sing == "black and white together,

black and white together ~- gomeday, someday we shall overcome,"
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