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BIOGRAPHY

The Honorable Rufus A. Lewis began an earnest and
consistent Voting Rights Drive in the early 1940s. He
is credited with registering over 4 generations of
voters. He established Citizenship Schools that
tutored prospective Black voters on how to fill out the
literacy test, the pre-requisite barrier before the
passage of the 1965 Voting Rights Act. Lewis was a
graduate of Fisk University and served as football
coach at Alabama State University. He was a
widower (Mrs. Jule Clayton Lewis-d. 1958) with 1
daughter, Mrs. Eleanor Lewis Dawkins. Lewis was an
associate in the Ross-Clayton Funeral Home business
and opened the “Citizens’ Club,” a social club for
African-Americans who were registered voters and
who helped others to become registered voters.
Lewis was one of the founders and the first
Montgomery County Chapter President for the
Alabama Democratic Conference (ADC), the oldest
Black politicial organization in the state. Lewis was
elected to the Alabama State Legislature, but
resigned in 1976, when United States President
Jimmy Carter appointed him to serve as an U.S.
Marshal, the first Black to serve in the Middle District.
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