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as’ marsh al’ %,
Callin the occasslon an "hlstorlc
one,” U.S. Dist. Judge Frank M.
Johnson Jr. swore in Rufus Lewis of -
Montgomery Friday as the U.S.
marshal for the Middle District ot‘
Alabama. N

_Johnson said Lewls' appolntmen;'
to the federal post is the first for a
black in the’ deep South since Reccn- P
struction. : R
- Lewis, who registered ‘black vot '
ers in the 1950s and thrust Martin | *
Luther: King - Jr: 'into the. Montgom-: o
ery bus ‘boycott, will officially as- -
sume office as marshal at mldnight
Saturday. .- -

In Johnson’s hlgh-ce:llng court--*
room overflowing with Lewis’
friends and  supporters, the judge -
said ‘it is ‘‘fitting” that Lewis" take"
the oath of office “in this court.”” "

Johnson is_known for’ his land- "
mark. desgregntion rulings ‘in Alag-.-"
bama’ from . his ;ederal bench sincg:
1958,., . .,

Lewls will replace Jagn § T
Lunsford whorn Johnson ; called ‘a."
“hard * worklng 'marshal.”” Lunsford
is retirin aﬁey spending eight
years at" eUS marshalg posf}q
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‘flned $2500 in a a-lmlnal case;
; omery’s:




