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First black student 4t A accepts honor

Autherine Lucy Foster
briefly became the
school’s first black
student 50 years ago

The Associated Press

Autherine Lucy Foster js
tired.

Fifty years ago she briefly be-
came the first black person to at-
tend the University of Alabama,
and Thursday night she was hon-
ored for her role as a civil rights
trailblazer.

But a lot has happened in be-
tween, from being a mother to
losing old friends. The years
have taken their toll.

Foster, 76, wishes she had the
energy to talk to people who ap-
proach her hoping to gain insight

and inspiration. But in a rare in-
terview with 7he Birmingham
News, she said she has earned the
right to a rest.

“There comes a time, I think,
when you get so weary you can'’t
be strong anymore,” said Foster.
“l think there's a -time to be
strong, and a time to stop being
strong. A time to let people be,
and let people say and do what
they will. If you aren't strong
anymore, it’s right to rest.”

A retired educator who lives
in Lipscomb, Foster reluctantly
agreed to attend an event spon-
sored by the Jefferson County
Democratic Party honoring her
efforts a half-century ago to
change a segregated state,

Foster said she showed up
mainly because the invitation
came from Judge Helen Shores

Lee, whose father Arthur Shores
was one of her attorneys,

“I think so much of her and
her father. Arthur Shores was
truly one of the most influential
people of all those who fought for
equality,” said Foster,

Foster was a 26-year-old grad-
uate of Miles College when she
arrived at Alabama after the Su-
preme Court cleared the way for
admission. The school expelled
her three days later, saying it
was for her own safety. The uni-
versity wasn’t desegregated until
1963.

Foster returned to the Univer-
sity of Alabama in 1991, earning
a master’s degree in elementary
education. She and her daughter,
Grazia Kungu, went through
commencement exercises togeth-
er in the spring of 1992,

Foster said she was saddened
recently by the deaths of civil
rights pioneers Rosa Parks, Vivi-
an Malone, Coretta Scott King,
UA Professor Harold Bishop and
the Rev. N.H. Smith, pastor of
New Pilgrim Baptist Church in
Birmingham.

“1 feel as though I'm losing so
many of those friends,” Foster
said. “Mr. Smith was my school-
mate at Selma University when |
studied there.”

“I think, ‘Well, it will be my
turn soon.” But maybe not,” Fos-
ter said. “None of us knows when
our time will come.”

Foster relies on her faith to
get through rough times,

“What do you have except
prayer?” Foster said. “How could
I have gotten through the things
I have without my faith?”

Autherine Lucy Foster s
greeted by University of Ala-
bama President Bob Witt on
Thursday.




Historian
testifies

in school
bias suit

B The witness traced the
history of blacks from
their presence as slaves
through the civil rights
movement of the '60s

Associated Press Report

BIRMINGHAM — Attorneys
representing the alumni of Ala-
bama's two predominantly black
public universities used an Ala-
bama historian’s testimony to
advance their argument that the
state intended to keep separate
schools for blacks and whites.

Jonathan M. Thornton, an Ala-
bama native and professor at the
University of Michigan, testified
Wednesday in the federal court
trial of the U.S. Justice Depart-
ment’s lawsuit alleging vestiges
of segregation remain in Ala-
bama's higher education system.
The trial, now in its second
week, is expected to continue
into 1990.

‘Mr. Thornton's testimony de-
tailed the actions of Alabama’s
governors and state Board of Ed-
ucation members on the school-
ing of blacks.

In connection with the testimo-
ny, James Blacksher, attorney
for the A&M and ASU alumni,
contended that:

® Alabama State in Montgom-
ery was built as the black coun-
terpart to'the University of Ala-
bama. '

@® Methods the state used to

distribute funds to black schools
were discriminatory.

® The decision behind cre-
ating a self-perpetuating board
of trustees at UA in 1901 was
rooted in racism. That board re-
mains self-perpetuating today.

® The motive behind opening
Auburn University in Montgom-
ery was to give whites a place to
attend college in Montgomery
without having to attend with
blacks at Alabama State.

'NOVEMBER 9,1990

U.S. District Judge Haruviu
Murphy allowed Mr. Thornton to
trace the history of blacks in the
state from their presence as
slaves through the civil rights
movement of the 1960s.

Attorneys for predominantly
white state universities argued
his testimony was irrelevant to
the desegregation case. '

Most of Alabama’s governors
during this time were devout
segregationists, Mr. Thornton
said.

The governors were presidents

of the state Board of Education
and the ex-officio chairmen of
the UA board.

Mr. Thornton cited the role
A&M and Alabama State stu-
dents played in sit-ins and other
efforts to force integration. He
talked about Fred Gray's work
as an attorney for the Montgom-
ery Improvement Association,
the group that staged the Mont-
gomery bus boycott. Mr. Gray, an
attorney for Alabama State,
nodded approvingly as he listen-
ed to Mr. Thornton’s testimony
Wednesday.

Few objections were made to
any of Mr. Thornton’s testimony,
but the defendants plan to cross-
examine him on several points
when he returns to the witness
stand in two weeks.
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From caval'rymahﬁ
to KKK leader

Nathan Bedford Forrest is one of the Old Soutks
most controversial heroes.

Born in 1821, Forrest earned a fortune as the
largest slave trader in Memphis. When the Civil
War began, he entered the Confederate Army asa
private and quickly rose to lieutenant general.

Forrest was a daring cavalryman and brilliant

He famously described his strategy as “get there
first with the
most men” — a
military idea
still helc in high
regard.

He ignored
the comentional
wisdom of his
time, which
called for hold-
ing 3)% of
troops in re-
serve. nstead,
believing that
men quckly de-
cide wtether to
fight or flee,
Forred threw
every man into > ;
battle immedi- Formest Largest slave traderin
ately, Tying to Memphis before Civil War
break his oppo-
nent's will.

Yet Forrest was never one of Robert E. Lee's top
lieuterants. He remained a colorful cavalryman
who payed a largely regional role in the war.

In $864, his troops committed the Fort Pillow
Masszcre, the worst racial incident of the war.
More than 200 black Union soldiers, women and
children, were shot, drowned and buried alive af-
ter sarrendering the Union fort in western Tennes-
see. -

The evidence is ambiguous about whether For-
rest directly ordered the massacre.

After the war, Forrest became the first grand
wizard of the Ku Klux Klan, a secret organization
started in 1866 and used to conduct a campaign of
terror against newly empowered blacks.

“He did not found the Klan. as many people
think. The Klan found him,” says historian Brian
Steel Wills, author of A Battle From the Start: The
Life of Nathan Bedford Forrest. “But he took the
Klan to a new level, more effective, more 0Orga-

nized and expanding to more states.”
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New VEP Director's Theme:

t

By MARCIA KUNSTEL

The last time the world
heard from Vivian Malone
was 1963, when she dared to
step across the color barrier
at a bastion of Southern seg-
regation — the University of
Alabama,

Even then it wasn't her
pame in the headlines, but
that of Gov. George C. Wal-
lace, whose defiant stand in

-~ the schoolhouse door made

the news and cemen his
career in the politics 0f rac-
ism.

Since that time, Vivian Ma-
lone — now Vivian Malone
Jones — has labored quietly
and for the most part unno-
ticed, chipping away at other
valls of color while pursuing
Jer personal goals. .

Now she is emerging into

 the public spotlight again, still

not in a blinding flash like the
one that accompanied her
entry into the once all-white
university, but under the gen-
tler glow befitting a confi-

" dent, 35-year-old woman who

3 ~

has decided her commitment
to the poor and to minorities
needs a broader outlet.

Mrs. Jones is the new direc-
tor of the Atlanta-based Voter
Education Project (VEP), one
of the few women ever to
lead a major civil rights
organization. :

“I thought very carefully
about what I could contribute
through the project,” -she said
interview at her

out and do something to
pelp,” she said. “You can't do
that too much in the fedéral
government.”

Although Mrs. Jones has not

Voting Is Su

¥

VIVIAN MALONE JONES
A Long Way From '63

been a principal in civil rights
organizations since the 1963
challenge at the Tuscaloosa
university, her government
work primarily has been in
the related fields of labor
relations and personnel —
often recruitment and ad-
vancement of minorities for
jobs and for government con-
tracts.

She left the Environmental
Protection Agency, where she
was completing a year-long
executive training program,
to take the VEP job.

“I don’t feel I've been sepa-
rate and apart from the
movement (while) in govern-
ment. You need people who
have worked within the sys-
tem, too,” she said.

“My experience in the
federal government, I think,
will provide me with some
expertise . . . and enable me
to bring a new perspective (to
the VEP).”

Some of the new things
Mrs. Jones would like to do

with the project include com-
centrating more on register-
ing and involving young peo-
ple and women in politics, and
possibly expanding the base of
the VEP from its primarily
southeastern environs to
cover major cities in other
parts of the country.

“Young people can vote
now at 18. We need to start
early enough in their develop-
mental process ., . to make
them see it's not just voting
for the sake of voting,” she
said. “It's a lot more than
that. It's a matter of sur-
vival.”

Mrs. Jones, a striking, soft-
spoken woman who inter-
sperses her conversation with
frequent laughter, learned a
bit about politics and survival
even before her confrontation
with the Alabama governor.

“It's not difficult for me to
identify with the masses of
poor people out there. I came
from a family of eight chil-
dren,” she said. “My father

rvival

was unemployed sometime:
but I never thought to rela:
it to politics then.”

Later, however, she recall.
hearing an uncle say that any
one who didn't vote “‘wa
worse than a criminal,” an
she came to understand th:
he meant the failure to exe:
cise voting rights “really wa
throwing your life away.”

She also became involved i
her home town of Mobile wit
the late John LeFlore, a long
time civil rights activist wh
had her licking stamps an
otherwise toiling in his cor
stant crusades on behalf o
blacks,

It was LeFlore wFo.spnrre
her, along with two othe
young blacks, to fight for er
trance into the university.

“l wanted to go Into ac
counting, and at that time nc
black school in Alabama had
the courses,” she said. “T did-
n’t think the governor of Ala
bama or anybody else shoul:
tell me I couldn't go to th
school where I could get th
education I wanted.”

She still carries the positiv
approach of an idealis:
though it is laced with
heavy dose of realism.

For example, Mrs. Jone:
recognizes that being
woman might bring her wor’
under close scrutiny of skep
ties.

But, she said, she believe
that, at least, will focus mor
attention on the VEP itsel
and make it more widel
known.

Nor does she expect U
accomplish miracles over

Elt’s a constant chippin;
away, until the tree finall:
falls down. I won't see it fall
but Il help,” she said. “T
know 1 never have -
stated objective of gettin
every black registered an
voting. But a goal of gettin:
more and mose people int.
the process is realistic, an
that’s what I'll try to do.”
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Integration anniversary marked

By Andrew DeMillo
e Associated Press

LITTLE ROCK, Ark. — The
Little Rock Nine, who as stu-
dents were escorted by federal
soldiers into the all-white Cen-
tral High School because they
were black, marveled at the ce-
lebrity-like fanfare they re-
ceived on the 50th anniversary
of the event Tuesday. But they
cautioned that racial divides
still exist.

“In spite of the progress
that’s been talked about today,
it is not nearly enough for me,”
said Terrence Roberts, a mem-
ber of the group greeted with
cheers and standing ovations.

About 4,500 people gathered
on the front lawn of the city
campus, where the high school
is now 52 percent black, to com-
memorate one of the key mo-
ments in the civil rights move-
ment. -

The two-hour ceremony in-
cluded brief remarks by each of
the Little Rock Nine, including
Roberts, Melba Patillo Beals,

Elizabeth Eckford, Ernest

Green, Gloria Ray Karlmark,
Carlotta Walls Lanier, Jeffer-
son Thomas, Minnijean Brown
Trickey and Thelma Mother-
shed Wair.

Former President Clinton,
who held Central’s doors open
for the group as they arrived,
challenged this year’s senior
class to adiress inequality in
health servic.., economics and
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Former President Clinton, left, speaks Tuesday at the 50th anniversary observances
of the integration of Little Rock Central High School as the nine students who inte-
grated the school and other dignitaries look on in Little Rock, Ark.

the justice system.

“What do you wish the story
of the next 50 years to be?”
Clinton asked.

Cameron Zohoori, a senior
at the school of 2,400 students,
said he believed that while
Central isn’t truly fully inte-
grated, the campus is more di-

verse than ever.

“You look at the students
here and look at the diversity
and see that this is not the
same place it was,” said Zohoo-
ri, who is Iranian-American.

Clinton said he was grateful
that the Little Rock Nine took
action rather than looking to

Laurie Tedford Driver AP

others to pave the way.

“We were nine teenagers |
who thought this was a place
that wolild accept us, where we
would belong,” said Green,
Central’s first black graduate
in 1958. “You know what? Fifty
years later, I think we were
right.”
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Little Rock legacy looms large 50 years later

By Andrew DeMillo
The Associated Press

LITTLE ROCEK, Ark. — Fifty
years after federal troops es-
corted Terrence Roberts and
eight fellow black students into
an all-white high school, he
says the struggles over race
and segregation still are unre-
solved.

“This country has demon-
strated over time that it is not
prepared to operate as an inte-
grated society,” said Roberts,
who is a faculty member at An-
tioch University’s psychology
program.

He and the other students
known as the Little Rock Nine
will help the city observe Cen-
tral High School’s 50th anniver-
sary this week with a series of
evenis culminating with a cere-
mony featuring former Presi-
dent Bill Clinton.

For three weeks in Septem-
ber 1957, Little Rock was the fo-
cus of a showdown over inte-
gration as Gov. Orval Faubus
blocked nine black students
from enrolling at a high school
with about 2,000 white stu-
dents.

Danny Johnston AP

Workers begin preparations Sept. 17 for the 50th anni-
versary of Central High School’s integration in front of

the Little Rock, Ark., school.

preme Court had declared seg-
regated classrooms
unconstitutional in 1954 — and
the Little Rock School Board
had voted to integrate — Fau-
bus said he feared violence if
the races mixed in a public
school.

The showdown soon became

Dwight D. Eisenhower, who
sent members of the Army’s
101st Airborne Division in to
control the angry crowds. It
was the first time in 80 years
that federal troops had been
sent to a former state of the
Confederacy.

Yet, half a century later,

there are signs of progress and

it ‘ i 1 ¥ e L

sirife in Arkansas’ largest
school district, which is now 70
percent black. ;

A federal judge ruled this |
year that the 27,000-student dis-
trict was unitary, or substan-
tially integrated, and ordered
the end of federal desegregation
monitoring. The school now
has a nearby museum for the
Little Rock crisis, and statues
of the nine brave students
stand on the grounds of the
state Capitol.

In 1957, Roberts, Carlotta
Walls LaNier, Melba Patillo
Beals, Elizabeth Eckford, Er-
nest Green, Gloria Ray Karl-
mark, Jefferson Thomas, Min-
nijean Brown Trickey, and
Thelma Mothershed Wair were
determined to get a good educa-
tion.

Trickey and the other nine
said they're frustrated with the
school system nationally, not
just in Arkansas, that they see
as still widely segregated.

“We're still living segregat-
ed lives based on culture and
language,” said Trickey, who
now works as a gender and so-
cial justice advocate. “Here we
are in 2007 and we’re still play-
ing the same game.”
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Civil rights lawyer
| Hill dies at 100

RICHMOND, Va. — Oliver
| W. Hill, a civil rights lawyer
| who was at the front of the legal
effort that de-
segregated
public schools,
has died at age
100, a family
friend said.

Hill died
peacefully
Sunday at his -
home during Hill
breakfast, said
Joseph Morrissey, a friend of
the Hill family.

In 1954, he was part of a se-
ries of lawsuits against racially
segregated pubhc schools that
became the U.S. Supreme
Court's landmax}k Brown V.
Board of Education decision.

Though blind and confined
to a wheelchair in recent years,
Hill remained active in soeial
and civil rights causes. In 1999,
he received the Presidential
Medal of Freedom, the nation’s
highest civilian honor, from
President Clinton.




20 VIUAE 1ddiai Wdl el w Higiics

)

CuuLdLivii

W.A. Harewood AP

Monica Jones-Shareef, left, lays a rose on the casket of her mother, Vivian Malone Jones, during
services Wednesday at Westview cemetery in Atlanta. More than 500 mourners came to honor
Jones, who was the first black student to graduate from the University of Alabama.

Mourners honor
Jones’ memory

By Giovanna Dell'orto
The Associated Press

ATLANTA — More
than 500 mourners gave
Vivian Malone Jones one
last standing ovation at
her funeral Wednesday,
honoring the quiet cour-
age of a civil rights icon
who was the first black
student to graduate from
the University of Ala-
bama.

“Her life made a differ-
ence in the freedoms that
we enjoy in America to-
dav.” Atlanta Mayor Shir-
lev Franklin said at the
service, which focused on
the dav in 1963 when
Jones and James Hood
faced off with then-Ala-
bama Gov. George Wall-
ace, who made his stand
in the “schoolhouse door”
in an attempt to prevent
their enrollment.

Hood recalled that day
in his remarks at the fu-
neral, saying that when
he told Jones he was
scared, she gave him a
note that read, “Whatever
adversaries these days,
our Father. help us face
them with courage.”

Jones, who went on to a
long career with the U.S.
Justice Department in
Washington and for the
Fuvironmental Protection
Agency in Atlanta, died
Oct. 13 after suffering a
stroke. She was 63.

A native of Mobile,
Jones was enrolled at his-
torically black Alabama
A&M  University when
she transferred to the Uni-
versity of Alabama in

1963. The move led Wall-
ace to stand at the steps of
the university in defiance
of an order to admit black
students. Jones and Hood,
accompanied by then-Dep-
uty U.S. Attorney General
Nicholas Katzenbach, en-
rolled after Wallace fin-
ished his statement.

“Opening the Universi-
ty of Alabama to African-
Americans did take cour-
age and determination,”
Katzenbach said at the fu-
neral. “It also took cour-
age to stick it out for two
vears to graduation.”

The Rev. Joseph Low-
ery, a longtime civil rights
leader who worked along-
side the Rev. Martin Lu-
ther King Jr., said the
then 20-year-old Jones was
a “gentle lamb” in front of
a “growling lion.”

Glenda Hatchett, a for-
mer chief judge on the
Fulton County Juvenile
Court who has a syndicat-
ed television court show,
linked Jones' role as civil
rights leader to her Chris-
tian beliefs,

“George Wallace didn't

Advertiser

Vivian Malone Jones is escorted into Foster Au-
ditorium at the University of Alabama in Tusca-

loosa in September 19

know what he was up
against because Vivian
was on the other side with
God,” Hatchett said.

The funeral was held in
the Martin Luther King
Jr. Chapel on the More-
house College campus.

“It shows you that one
person’s life can make a
difference,” 19-year-old
sophomore Derrick John-
son said. “You had to stop
in some sort of reverence
for her.”

Jones is survived by a
son, daughter and grand-
son. Her husband died last
year.

i = ¥

W.A. Harewood AP

63.

“Opening the
University of
Alabama to
African-
Americans did
take courage and
determination.

— Nicholas
Katzenbach,
who was deputy
U.S. attorney
general in 1963
i
Viewing Vivian Malone
Jones' casket is, from left,
Glenda Hatchett, former
chief judge, Fulton County
Juvenile Court; Dr. Janes
Hood, a classmate of
Jonks’ at the University of
Alabama; Atlanta Mayor
Shirley Franklin; and U.S.
Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga.
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W.A. Harewood AP

Monica Jones-Shareef, left, lays a rose on the casket of her mother, Vivian Malone Jones, during
services Wednesday at Westview cemetery in Atlanta. More than 500 mourners came to honor
Jones, who was the first black student to graduate from the University of Alabama.

Mourners honor
Jones’ memory

By Giovanna Dell'orto
The Associated Press

ATLLANTA More
than 500 mourners gave
Vivian Malone Jones one

Iast standing ovation at yty U.S, Attorney General 9 o
her funeral Wednesday. Nicholas Katzenbach, en- = g w
honoving the quiet cour- yolled after Wallace fin- %G
nge of a civil rights icon  ished his statement. o O
who was the first black “Opening the Universi- Advertiser =5
student to graduate from  ty of Alabama to African- K<

the University of Ala-
bama.

“Her life made a differ-
mee in the freedoms that
we enjoy in America to-
dav.” Atlanta Mavor Shir-

1963. The move led Wall-
ace to stand at the steps of
the university in defiance
of an order to admit black
students. Jones and Hood,
accompanied by then-Dep-

Americans did take cour-
age and determination,”
Katzenbach said at the fu-
neral. “It also took cour-
age to stick it out for two
vears to graduation.”

Vivian Malone Jones is escorted into Foster Au-
ditorium at the University of Alabama in Tusca-

loosa in September 1963.

know what he was up
against because Vivian

“Opening the

fev Franklin said at the ~ The Rev. Joseph Low- .~ i i ] 1
=ervice, which focused on  ery, a longtime civil rights g;a,grhté}]tﬁl?éllte:asié(.le s Umverszty Of
the day in 1963 when leader who worked along- T} funeral was heldin  Alabama to
Jdomes and James Hood side the Rev. Martin Lu-  {ha Martin Luther King Afri

faced off with then-Ala-  ther King Jr., said the " Chapel on the More. frican-

hama Gov, George Wall-
ace, who made his stand
im the “schoolhouse door”

then 20-year-old Jones was
a “gentle lJamb" in front of
a “growling lion.”

house College campus.
“It shows you that one
person’s life can make a

Americans did
take courage and

moan attempt to prevent Glenda Hatchett, a for- gifference,"” 19-year-old 1 1

their enrollment. mer chief judge on the gsophomore Derrick John- determination.
Hood vecalled that day Fulton County Juvenile son said. “You had to stop — Nicholas

in his remarks at the fu. Court who has a syndicat- in some sort of reverence Katzenbach

neral, saving that when
he told .Jones he was
seared, she gave him a
note that read, “Whatever
adversaries  these davs,
o Father, help us face

ed television court show,
linked Jones’ role as civil
rights leader to her Chris-
tian beliefs.

“George Wallace didn’t

for her.”

Jones is survived by a
son, daughter and grand-
son. Her husband died last
year.

who was deputy
U.S. attorney
general inl1963
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Viewing Vivian Malgne
Jones' casket is, from left,
Glenda Hatchett, former
chief judge, Fulton County
Juvenile Court; Dr. Janes
Hood, a,classmate of
Jones’ at the University of
Alabama; Atlanta Mayor
Shirley Franklin; and U.S.
Rep. John Lewis, D-Ga.

them with courage.”
Jones, who went on to a
fong career with the 1.8,
fnstice Departinent  in
Washington and for the
Fnvironmental Protection
Veeney in Atlanta, died
Ot 13 after suffering a
droke She was 63,
Vonative  of  Mobile,
dones was enrolled at his-
torvieally  hlack  Alabama
AEAM S Tniversity  when
<he transferred to the Uni-
worsity o of  Alabama  in

cf? i} L i b
W.A. Harewood AP
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Bruce Newman AP/Oxford Eagle

James Meredith, center, who integrated the University of Mississippi on
Oct. 1, 1962, stands next to a statue of himself and talks with former Mis-

sissippi Gov. William Winter during a dedication ceremony of a civil rights
monument Sunday in Oxford, Miss,

The Associated Press

OXFORD, Miss. — The University
of Mississippi marked the 44th anni-
versary of its integration Sunday by
dedicating a civil rights monument at
a ceremony attended by politicians,
actor Morgan Freeman and the stu-
dent, now 73, who started it all.

The monument features a life-size
bronze likeness of James Meredith,
the first black student admitted to the
university. The statue is posed as if it
is siriding toward a 17-foot-tall lime-
stone portal topped with the words
“courage,” “perseverance,” “opportu-
nity” and “knowledge.”

“This is a day to rejoice,” said U.S.
Rep. John Lewis, a Georgia Democrat,
who delivered the keynote address to
about 1,500 people who attended.
“With the unveiling of this monu-
ment, we free ourselves from the
chains of a difficult past. Today we
can celebrate a new day, a new hegin-
ning, the birth of a new South and a
new America that is more free, more
fair and more just than ever before.”

Meredith, who lives in Jackson, at-
tended the ceremony but was not a
speaker,

After the ceremony, he posed be-
side the statue for photos with former
Gov. William Winter and autographed
printed programs. The monument was
built with $160,000 in grants and pri-
vate donations.

The ceremony included remarks by
university Chancellor Robert Khayat;
U.S. Rep. Roger Wicker, R-Miss.; Mere-
dith’s son, Joseph, who earned a doc-
torate in finance from the university:
and Freeman.

“Mississippi is a much better state
today because of James Meredith, and
this is a much better university,” said
Freeman, a Mississippi resident.
“Thank you, Mr. Meredith.”

Lewis brought the crowd to its feet
by recounting his childhood and his
time as a national organizer of civil
rights activities, including the histor-
ic March on Washington in 1963.

Lewis, who was beaten by a mob in
Alabama in 1961, praised Meredith

Ole Miss honors integration

and university leaders for fostering ac-
ceptance and equal access.

“This is a monument to the power
of peace to overcome violence,” he
said. “And it is a monument to the
power of love to overcome hate.”

After Gov. Ross Barnett tried to
block Meredith’s admission in 1962,
President Kennedy wused National
Guard troops to restore order.

The soldiers were bombarded with
brickbats and Molotov cocktails by a
mob of hundreds of whites — students
and others — who chanted, “Two,
four, six, eight, we will never inte-
mte.”

Two people were killed in the riots.

The leafy Oxford campus, in the
hills of north Mississippi, also con-
tains a Confederate soldier statue as a
tribute to students who fought in the
Civil. War. The statue of Meredith is
about 100 yards away, separated from
it by a building that still bears bullet
scars from the integration fight.




