Plugging is the planting of small plugs, usuélly‘

2 inches square, ]t is widely uscd to estnhlish-,

zoysiagrass.

:-,

Seeding can be used only for common bermuda-

grass. Broadcast 2 pounds of pure, high quality
seed per 1000 square feet on a firm seedbed

Follow with a cultipacker to cover seed lightly

and firm the soil. Keep moist until seed germmatc ¥
and grass starts growing, ; & £ =

MAINTENANCE

Fertilizer. Use the following guide for applymg 4

fertilizer if a soil test is not made:

For soil with low fertlhty, apply 1 'bnuhd 'ead:
of N, P,O,, and K.O (12 pounds of 8-8-8) per 1000
square feet every March, May, Iuly, and Septem-
ber.

If fertility is hlj_.,h lpply 1 pound each of N

P.O,, and K.O (12 pounds of 888) per 1000

square feet every March and July; then apply 1
pound of N per 1000 square feet in May and
September.

For a soil with very high ferhllty, apply 1 pound
of N (3 pounds of ammonium nitrate or 8 pounds

of sodium nitrate) per 1000 square feet evﬂ ______

March, Miy, July, and, PSepbember. o 28

Mowing. Start cutting gmss in early spnng
Mow regularly to keep lawns and other turfgrass
areas neat. Recommended mowing height for
lawns is ¥ to 1% inches; for golf greens, 3/16 to
1/4 inch. Never remove more than one-third of
the leaf surface in one mowing.

It is good practice to mow lawns close (% inch)
in early spring and gradually raise the mowing
height (to 1% inches) as the growing season pro-
gresses.

Mow lawns and similar areas often as needed to
prevent scalping. Mow golf greens daily during the
season of rapid growth,

Keep mowers sharp and in good condition. A
more attractive lawn can be’ maintained with a
mower equipped with a grass catcher. This prac-
tice retards bulld—up of thatch, and chance of
disease damage is reduced.

Compaction. Soil in old established lawns often
needs loosening to break up compacted layers of
soil for better water penetration. Machines can be
rented in many areas for this purpose.

REFERENCES

: Contact your county Extension office for copics
&5 ol these and other publications,

& Circular P-4, “Watering your Lawn”
Circular P-9b, “Soil Testing for the Home”

Circular P-17, “Lawn Insect and Disease Control
Cuide for Alabama”

Circular P-27, “Fertilizer and Lime for Lawns”

“Controlling Crabgrass and Broadleaf Weeds in
Lawns and Other
cireular.,
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B ERMUDACRASSES are wndely used’forf w "",l‘

.-»'_golf .courses, - ath]ebo fxelds cemeterles,,.and «otl:g

turfgrass ‘areas “in the South. They. spread mpldl' 1
‘when properly: fertilized an'l watered“"nnd SOON:.
form a-dense sod.: SR

Eor sonl WIth Tow. forhllty, work 3 pounds each of
POy aqd K\Q. into; the top ‘6 inches of soil per
1000 square; feet of - area.Twonty pounds of 0-14-14,
or. ,equwnlent ‘amountsiof a ‘similar. fertilizer, can

These grasses are adaplcd to awwxde“"vanety A
southern soils but grow best on well . drained’ soxlS"

LS fake it eﬁfoellent fo%g
“of .high' fertility. They require Ffull ~sunllght anﬁ:; &

er' tur[ TASs ;areas

, Nl ~ ‘supply ‘these nutrients.*Then . -apply ‘1 pound each
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* into! the’ top 2 inches of soil. These amounts of

lmproved hybud bmmudas must be estabhshed nutnentg are supphed in 12 poundq of 8- 8~8 or an

vegetatively - by sprigs or green: chppmgs. Se-'d-
heads are produced but contain. few,"if any, ymblea
seed. Common bennudagmss' can - be estabhshed
veget.ntwely or by seed.: B
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= If 1s~'h1gh ferhhty, app!y 2 pounds
( ach ofiN,’ ‘PO, ‘and K,O per 1000 square feet (25
‘pounds ° of 8-8-8) and work into’ the top 2 inches
of soil. ;
athletic: fields} and” ‘] 1%‘% ; 'topdress wfth 215 p:;, dlitgléN%gspoundss otfoggr:::.
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R ' lﬁ%n R 91000 square feet at:3-week intervals for four ap-
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VARIETlES

* Several hybrid berinudagrasses:: “deseribed fgloﬁ?
are commonly referred to. by the- ongin' fse SO
number shown in p'lrentheses

Tnfgreen (328). A very fme textured" emer lli %
green hybrid, Tifgreen makes”a dense *sod o (8 e -

one of the:most attractive bermudap,rassec Use foi»‘ e
home lawns, on golf and bowling greens, axolmd‘,,
public buildings, and on’'baseball “infields; Limite

tests indicate that it can be used on’ football ﬁel \ 7%

Tifway (419). ‘A fme te\tured hybnd Txfwa
is a little “darker than:Tifgreen. *Use for,hom
lawns, on golf tees and fairways, and nround -public
buildings. It has high resistance to’ frost. damag

o ast applxcahon before Octo-
By .f i l‘.

10’0
: sdperiqr 40 ,%ommon bermu da i pappeg;anee and ;,
drought tolcranoe, gnd;bthey re?g e{%y)f“ “Plontlng Matenal ond Methods. Buy certi-
. fors ;%ﬁ%‘:g ‘fied iplant - material, if - -possible,” Otherwise, buy
v o from:a reputable. dealer or from a known source.
‘Keep:sprigs or other’ vegetative matenal moist ‘and
covexed until; plaxgted. : :

: Sprigglng is the most; commOnly used method of
estabhshmg bermudagrass. Use sprigs with three

1o five joints. Set.them in moist soil, 10 to 12 inches
{Jt may t}slpreadﬂa htt']Je mo:i(, slm}:}z’ lt; Ngrﬂé Al i E§T§pLISHME§T ’ - apa:'t 1r]1011n0- toe 12-inch” rows] This spau(:rg will re-
ama"than other bermudas e tendeney S | p" R I earl summer 3
dcvelop a thatch (non-decomposed dead ¥ pla m paration. OuEn Sany. y auire :1000 to 1200 sprigs, or 1 square yard per

s’ the. esg:' time}: .plant bennudagrass Begm soil’
m- e to*have ground; sready. for*
planting ‘at that:time. x‘Removegitr'nsh bncks, ‘rocks,
. stunps,’ and othex objects. Do not bury them.'in ‘th
. area. Grade and, smooth thelarea to pgovxdci 10,

surface‘drp a

e 3 to soll is broggh_ in, besure it xs free of .
‘ gnss,‘oommon bermuda ‘and ‘other noxlous, hard-

©-1000square “feet of area. Firm soil around the
“:sprig,i leaving just the tip showmg or barely
i-covered. - Water nftex plantmg to insure_ rapid
- establishment. . =

Sodding - is laying sohd blocks of  sod to cover
.the entire area. ‘This method is expensive but may
be: used to estabhsh grass on banks or other areas
where fast coverage' is dcsxrnd

material) because of very dcnse growth is its ma
weakness.

Tiflawn  (57). A mgorous, dark gxeeu hybnd:‘
Tiflawn is fine textured but is slightly coarser than
Tifgreen or Tifway. Use on athletic' fields, around
public buildings, and for home lawns. It recovers -
rnpxdly from wear and heavy use.. The footba.ll]

b



