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IDESSA WILLIAMS-REDDEN

Idessa Williams-Redden was born on November 27, 1912 in
Montgomery, Alabama. She was reared by her grandparents,
Julius and Louisa Harris.

Idessa attended St. Paul Methodist Church School, Loveless, St.
John Catholic and State Normal High Schools. After high school,
she began working at Reliance Manufacturing Company (The Shirt

Factory). While working there, she attended Bethesda Beauty and

Culture School, and in 1949, she opened “Idessa’s Beauty Nook”.

In 1938, Idessa married George Williams, a carpenter. Idessa
became a registered voter in 1949, and there was no turning back
for her commitment to the struggle. She joined Coach Rufus Lewis
in the crusade for full voting rights as a “black captain” to
encourage people to sign up for voting rights clinics.

Black youth gravitated to Idessa because her positive stance and

fearless expression imbued them, especially the Student Non-violent
Coordinating Committee (SINCC).

After her divorce in 1956, Idessa later married John Redden, Sr., a
retiree who supported her unconditionally.

In 1970, Idessa began working as Family Service Worker with the
Montgomery Community Action Agency. This program grew out
of the federalgovernment’s response to correct the inequities that

had festered in the Black community since slavery time. Idessa
retired in 1998 at the age of 85, satisfied that she had honored her
childhood vow to serve her people. “Working in the Civil/Voting

Rights Movement was the greatest challenge of my life. I'was in the

Movement to help my people. I have dedicatedmy life to help uplift

my fellowman,” she said, upon her retirement.
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