443 Hi:n 3treet
Dalion, iass,
april 20, 1965

. N .
frs, Cdessa
I
- d

1C19 Braz

Dear drs. d4illiuas:

inclosed herawith 3 partial list of scholarships taat are available,
Here in :lassachusetts, taey go bagging for lack of ap>licants but this is
in part dus at least a yeurs residewcy requirements,

If you will look at eithsr this month's or last aonth's EBSNY you
will discovsr some [urcher scholarship sources, I aave crossed off those
scholarships peculiar to Massachusetts.

Now that we have had the rortuneof meetingz, I would appreciate your
referring any or all applicants to me.

>,
-

Hostly we are looking for girls or boys OF G0OD CHARACIZR about to enteg ~
Junior Hizh 3ehousl or 1lth grade. We stress good character beczuse we have . .
never had any behaviour problems. (TWo zirls showed up preznant and of course
we had to send them dack) i

Jo prefer students from rural arsas because almost all foster-homes
are peopls who live in rural arsas or suburbia, (town=-ships of 500~5,000
people) 995 of ths foster-familiss are White and ars willingz to assune
practically all expenses connceted with a teen-agers education,

I migat add that we prefar sxcallent students (But POOR) I investigzate
these faailies personally and one thing that irks me is to find that we have
besn supplisd with an applicant whose fasily is in ths financial position to

fford a good education, This is one of the grsat evikls of Negro scholarsiip
recipients. Time and time again as I visit the solleges and preparatory
schools I will learn of students who parents ars professionals that have been
awarded scholsrsnips,

Finally I stress that they must be sexcellent students because thers is a
treqaendous differential between Nortaern and Soutnern Educational standards.
AND I MZANTREMENDOUSHIIIY S0 tesides being an A & B student, the

studzat must possess trensndous drive and initiative for without this he is
licked from ths begianingl Wo zive them polwenty of tutoring!

de prefer to dring tnese dtudents in Jun: a3 soon as school is out and to
secure jocs for them. All we insist is .that they save taeir money. Havin: them
under our surveillance duriaz the sumnter gives us an opportunity for furtner
testing and evaluating. Thesa jous are mostly domastic jobs and workinz in
cam>a, They are under close supervision but thay have lots of fun., e havs
waAny yo.njestars fron Tusikeagee and iiorzan State, They wsually sarn $30-380.
a week, 16 i 17 ysar old zirls we orefer to put with faailiss in lesser-paying.
Jjovs, whars Liey can De uander closer scrutiny, Quite oftan faailies cannot
aflori to scrape anouzn to sead thsir younzsters nerth, and giits oftsn we havs
sent thae fars only to claim they didn't receive it, or they had to use it for
Some 3.er3ency, otCiee... 30 now we ask those wio ars coming to £ind some
soonsoring ajency, a chusch, a club, ; group and then on the vergf 13T DAY of
arrival, we sznd the fare back to the sponsors and permit the studeant to repay
us over a period of tiae.

Thera ara no empnloyusat fees, no ravistration faes, no nothinz....this is
N J ] - 1 >



is just 3 vanture in COCPIRATION AID LOVE of a few hundred fasilies who

- £
o nour
feel Ltnat this is a positive contribution they can maks £o ths raice efort.

I want Lo say this, 4e have an azrewacnt that cscr fi2ily who taces a
abudent, w#will treat n-m/her is one of their very oxn. In obther words waile
2 Loy a7y 08 sxpectsd to cut a2 laan or showal spow off 3 walle; 3 3irl would
aave to aslp witn disass, and d asulng~----.n» 3a1@ as \tﬁgr children @i ht
havs to do &n sz fanilj. This i3 to disp:l fears tha* txa students ars beinz
trouzht up hers to bs work drudzes to fanilies, In 2 fauof the wwalthier Anaes

they even havs white ssrvants to wait on taem....snll-a.

Now you :et an idsa.,” TLI{Z I3 OF Ti3 £33E4CE, 23, JILLI wBIN1Y e
Jr, Colleze will have to know by Hay 8th. fney are noliins 5§ vacanciss Zor
us but ecanaot veyond that date, I suzzast tuat if Otarse waats to apply

that she write azs imasdiately Por rezistration forms.

Yours for more Fradoa,

~ o
7 e o
e
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2018 Jrand Zivsr Ave.

Detroit, Michigan 48226
2J May 196%

srs. Idessa williwas

SIA

Lear i“rs. di.iiams:

It is taking a little longer than I thought to organize a clothing
drive and such, so iuatead of waiting for a truckload later I will
oe sending the 50 pounds I already have one day next weex.

dayne University thinks my manuscript will become a major work
aoout Micnigan and they are trying to get a preproduction order
from various organizations an tne neighborhood of 100,000 copies. If
they do,it will mean a big deal. If trey fail, then I will remain
busted. But there is notning I can do now for at least three

months. Tuerefore I am trying to get some orgaicization to send me
dowx,, ..l need a minimum or $50 a week to take care of my obligations
or I would be down by now. #new I was at Ford Motor Co. I was on

the staff of John Bugas, Vice Pres. of Labor Relations, so I nay
get an assignment by a labor union per this brief note:

I have spoken to the Laundry Worke.s & Dry Cleaners, International
Union, and things are hacpening. This is information that should not
get in the wrong hands. Two organizers from the Laundry Union and
two organizers from the Teamsters Union are coming from the
Southwest Region to helc. Mr. Hoffa is supporting the drive. The
wWorKk will start in about 10 days. The officials in tne main office
in Detorit are real enthused. I have a meeting with the key people
including the man who will be in dieect charge, and wiil give them

a good briefing on conditions in Lontgomeyy. 30 you can certainly
tell those good people at Zmpire-Rouse that 1 haven't forgotten

them for a minute, since I have been back in Detroit.

- As a result of your comments, Mrs. Williams, about Snow White workers
being off the job to get $1.25, a call is going to @hicago whiie I am
writing this letter to arrange for some fast help to those workers.
Your name aad that of Rev. Douglas were given by me so that tae
strenght of the International Union can go to support the workers.
Something should be happening this weekend for sure 1! And the
Michigaa Chronicle, the local negro,paper is sitting on top
of tihie story.

The Détroit News is the tig paper in Detroit and tae editer has
g2elected Hr. Tony Ripley to represent him, and Tony will be anong the
national editors accepting Gov. Wallace's invitation to visit the
State of Alatama. The purpose, according to Wallace is to show the
"true" conditions, taat they are not as bad as Some - people make thew
out. I nave a date witn Hr. Ripley for tommrrow morning to brief

him, and he bay tarow some curves into Gov. Waillace's plans. The
JAW-CIO is also going to help the EZditors get the TRUZ picture

~afl_anrdditinag da Alahoma — —'—__ﬁ
MANAGEMENT CONSULTANTS - TECHNICAL PUSLICATIONS Iy . .
RESEARCH & DEVELOPMENT PROGRAMS - NEW VENTURES ',tn ;_;reat afrectio: ’
e
LOMAKO ENTERPRISES, INC. f P
WASHINGTON BOULEVARD BUILDING i1 f / r
- 234 STATE STREET ‘ t
|2

DETROIT 26. MICHIGAN

ALEXANDER Z. LOMAKO WOOOWARD 1-3635



" these things were promised to specific individuals, =so when I

LoMAKO ENTERPRISES, INC.
WASHINGTON BOULEVARD BUILDING
234 STATE STREET
DETROIT 26, MICHIGAN

WOOoODWARD 1.3635
4 May 1965
Mrs. Idessa Williams
Montgomery Improvement Asso ciation
716 Dorsey Street
Montgomery, Alabama

Dear Idessa:

It was a real pleasure to work with you in the cause of human
‘dignity. Every American who does not help %o prov1de each of us
with our due, much less with our rights, has in my . humble opinion,
hurt America and is keeping our country from reachlng its true
potential as a great and good country. But we iry and try and
MUST OVERCOME in thls vallant and rlghteous cause.

Just for the record you may think it was one- 51ded that we from
the North came and gave of ourselves to you. How mistaken that
notion is! We came away as I did, I'm sure, full of respect and
humility...and we are the richer for what we gained from you

and the others who have worked so hard. There's Mr. and Mrs.
Hamilton, for examlpe, who took not a single step backward when
they learned that we feared the police harassment one night. And
many other people. who by thelr example gave us atrenght

Those of us who can are stlll norklng be31de you and hope to come
back as time permlts..In the meantime, let me mention some of
the thlngs happenlng here to keep help and love flow1ng.,_ ;

T, spoﬁe to Rev : ames Sheehan of the Archblahop s Commlttee :
~ on Human Rights about the courageous precedentebreaklng step taken
by Sister Catherine at St. Margaret's Hospltal. Suitable tecognltlon
. will come to her from within the Church, I was assured.‘ﬁ.w
. 2..My wife has gathered a few toys, some clothes and some hardware
*F(llke doorhandles which T saw were needed by som 1homes._Some of

send the parcels, I will send them to you; for example Mo Mrs. s
M. E. Toliver, /0 Mrs. I. Willisms. I want you to see that the .
packages get to the proper people, since they are donated in the
‘name of the MIA. Other package will just have youRname on them. In
. that case, you can distribute them as you see fit to needy people .f
_ in the name of the MIA, =m0 that people w1ll get to see how good 160
~is to have the MIA helping them. :
3. We are meeting tomorrow morning w1th the UAW top executlves
and I expect that maybe hundreds of people will help to send thlngs

to you, but I will write more about.that in another letter. Also,
- I'm still working on the water cooler and other things (fOr. you. "t

' God bless our growing country, CRen
and my respect and love for you,
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Millep Avenue
Chaffee, New York

December 18, 1966,

Dear Idessa,

I hope this finds you and your family well and content., Thanks also
for sending on my case to my tape recqrder and the money that was with 1t,
Since returning from Mississippi, I have not been active in the

movement., When I got back my business affairs were in somewhat of a mess

and I was really pooped oute I guess I am getting too 0ld for Marches,

I went about half the distance,125 miles on foot,

Alse, I Dbecame involved and st111 am in = controversey with our County
Adoption board whieh has taken all of my available extra energy. I also
found on the 1last trip that I eould not continue to fina;ce my own trips
and maintenance ag eontrary to what some of the workfers thought; I aﬁ

& man of modest means. So at the moment, I might be described as financialﬁ

and emotionally broke, However, I hope in the future to make a come~back

in both dircctions, T want to apologise for not recognizing you immedistee

RN - -

ly in Jackson. I think the reason was that by then , I was probably a

..

" 1ittle punechy,
' I hope that the movement is making better progress in Montgomeré’h
than it seems to be doing in most‘citieso Perhaps in 1967, I ean do
something in the nearest big town or elty of Buffalo which like all
places needs = great deal of work done in the field of pace relations,
Since Mississippi,,I have come to the conclusion that the picture 1is
pretty grim, Unless the whites give a lot more a lot sooner I see ;
serious trouble ahead fop this country. It is pretty damn discouraging, .f
I shall never forget the hospitality that you showed me in your !
home “and should you and.youf husband ‘ever come to New York state T hope
you will give me a chance to receiprocate by staying with us for a visit.

Enclosed 1s a small Christmas gift which cannot compensate for your f

hospitality in Montgomery, I hope that you amnd your husband enjoy the {

holiday season to the exbent possible, . Very truly yours, Zéﬁaégjgziag



Psychology Department
Pontliac State Hospital
Pontiac 11, Michigan
October 30, 1966

Mrs. Idessa Williams

Montgomery Improvement Association
716 Dorsey Street

Montgomery, Alabama

Dear Mrs, ¥Williams:

In case you don't recall me I am the volunteer who came in August
1965 ( to help with voter registration) with Joanna Shuttle and
the history teacher from Mich. State University...I was just
reading the Southern Courier and saw an M,I.A. ad. - it brought
~ back so many memories. I wanted to write to tell you that I

' constantly watch the news closely for news about the current

racial situation in Montgomery. My experiences in Montgomery

; last summer were among the most meaningful of my life. Whatever
: small bit I did for Alabama and M,I.A., Alabama did ten times as
much for me. As a result of my experiences there,I felt it
necessary to become more active with the many problems here in
the North. So, I helped in a water registration drive, I have
tutored with the Poverty Program, and 1 am active on an American
Civil Liberties Union committee regarding civil rights of children.
‘ I returned to the South this summer to do volunteer work with
E the Selma office of Medical Committee for Human Rights. I had
; tried to call you several times at the MIA office (to find out .
what is currently happening in your work) but either the line
was busy or no ansver, etc, ' '

There is another reason that I write: I am currently applying

for graduate school and the detailed application fpems request
that I list all prior volunteer positions: Thus, I included

my experience with M,I,A. and listed your name under "supervisor."
The application forms stated that a few of those listed may be -
contacted as additional references so I am writing also to inform
you of this remote possibility. I doubt very much, however, that

a school will contact you - because ‘actuzlly they're too busy
contacting the necessary references I listed, '

My thoughts and prayers are often with the many eople, such as
you, whom I have met in the South - someday we -aall overcome !!

Betty dd
Staff Psychologist Y
;“..
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Sunday, Dec. 4, 1966
716 ..enonah Avenue
Cak Fark, Ill. 60302

’Q;;_:‘f" : -

Dear Friends, —Ac¥> o - R

A freezing rain is falling outside tonite, but the fire is warm inside.
We have just lit our second advent candle, anc are thinking of friends.
Last year's greeting to you fell victim to two immediate crises: the
arrival of a baby from Cook County Hospital and a move to the new houme
we purchased in Tecember.

These last two years have given witness to the joyous and the tragic,
the grandeur and the pathos of our changing world. We especially
recall . . + . . . 7 - '

Nancy, Hobin, Rebecca: Last winter Philip, then five, astounded

an out-of-town caller asking "How's the baby?" by replying, "Do you
mean the one they just took away or the one we're gonna get mnext
week?" For a year and a half we have been foster parents for Cook
County's Family Court. First came Nancy, a frail 7 month old baby,
whose entire life had been spent in Cook County hospital's ward

for abondoned babies. Nancy was like a miracle. During her first
few cays she was totally unresponsive, staring hour after hour at
bher moving fingers. (We since learned that this is common in neg-
lected babies.) Gradually, however, her dark eyes began to
acknowledge a familiar smile, and a sparkling, bright little
butterfly emerged from her cocoon. :hen Nancy eventuslly went

to a rermanent foster home, she was replaced by Robin. Our children
could coax a weak smile from this golden haired cherub, but nothing
could help the tragically scarred body and battered mind suffered by
the beatings of a sick sick father. Robin, since placed in an
institution for brain damaged children, has a place in our hearts
that grieves and haunts us still.

Then, one day Don came home to find peeking out of the cradle at
him two sharp black eyes, flanked by a thicket of straight black
bair and rosy dimpled cheeks. Ton said, "I don't lmow where this
one came from but we're going to have to keep her.” Rebecca, an
American Indian baby, then.14 days old, is with us still, and we
are in the final stages of adopting her. She is naturally adored
by all the Beisswengers, although at one point several months ago"
Drew expressed concern aﬁout what she would look like when she
got older and "turned red." )

- Joyce's energies these days — in addition to tracking down lost
boots and mittens are directed to the need for moie foster homes .
for Cook County hard-to-place children, and to the.just as great need
for placement agencies to relax some of the rigid religious and
racial requirements they demand of prosrective parents. :

D9nzs Ministry: During the last two years the Business/Industrial
tlinistry, working in Cicero and the western suburbs, has developed




various occupational seminars, task groups, and industrial contacts.
Six congregations (iethodist, Lutheran, Presbyterian) are now sharing
in this work. Amid the ambiguities of the eccnomic world, with its
organizational recuirements, technological changes, and ethical
dilemmas, the laymen and ministers in this ministry seek to forge

new instruments of communication between persons and groups, to speak
about the greatness of man and yet against many of his systems, and
to assist men in seeing the nature of faithfulness to the God in whom
they put some measure of trust.

The younger generation: Feter, in sixth grade, works on his chess
game with one hand, his trombone in the other. Irew, din fourth grade,
is the proud protector of two hamsters, lover of football, and
fidiler of a violin. Eight year old Tom, with two big white teeth
filling up the emply srace, is our collector of all things, visible
and invisible. Fhilip, relishing his first grade status, is on an
artistic binge, scotch-taping his creations to wood doors and panels
throughout the house. Suzanne, a typical little four-year-old with
her dollies and buggy, amazes us at times with her ability to give
orders to her four brothers - with results. Ier main joy, however,
is "Brecky", who at fourteen months, is beginning to toddle around
in, under, on top of everything in sight. Some of you who recall
Linda, our first foster daughter, may be interested to lkmow that

she is a sophomore student of English and speech at the University
of Jowa, a charming and lovely young lady. We are looking forward
to her visit during Christmas vacation.

Cicero, civil rights, etc., etc.: It is risky to start on this
subject, for onme can hardly stop with a few lines. Cicero seems to
embrace so much of the tragic, the demonic, and the pathetic in man.
Drawn to the crowded meetings of Cicero's "White Citizens Council"
are the Chicago area's most avid segregationists, whose sole mission
in life appears to be to keep Negroes confined to their asphalt
ghettoes. Singled out for their scathing attacks at the present
time are the churches in this community, - and clergymen, in parti-
cular, who dare to mention something about justice and brotherhood.
Gur home has enjoyed the protection of police on several occasions during
the last two years following threatening phone calls. But Cicero
bas no monorely on prejudice, for the racial barriers remain high
throughout white suburbia. We recall this simple verse:

"Ho room in the inn" - the cry through the years;
Some always left waiting; some always in tears.
vord of the manger, Lord of all men,

Give us the vision to open the inn.

And so, inio the midst of our turbulent world, comes again the "Lord of the
manger," - to humble our pride - renew our hope - and reassure us that as
pPlayers on this stage of life -~ we are not alone.

May peace and jey“be yours,
e~

é;b o Joyéé any%odJBe{sswenger
P23 ey /~VK~7 JLTAJQZ»::iEéMJZ,aéZ§Z:5.A»V&L”K“, Aai <i>,-w;1,;~4.5w~
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HUMAN RELATIONS COUNCIL OF HIGHLAND PARK
13130 WOODWARD AVENUE o
HIGHLAND PARK 3, MICHIGAN

M 5, )94 6
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503 West Briar Plaze
C‘gicago, linois 60657
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1344 ¥, Carm:n Ave

Cuicago, Iillinois 60040

sarch 1, 1967

Dear Mrs, Willams:

Your card and nota certainly gave me a big thrill even though I did so
littles in the voter registration drive, Who can ever forget vou? Your
courage, dedication and graat love for people is a lesson for all of us,
May you win but even if you lose I hope vou will enthusiastically continue
the ggat fight for rights of all paonle,

Nelson Kitsuse

- -~

Nelson Kitsuse i
1344 J, Carmen
Chicago, I11l, 60040

UNITED STATES
SAVINGS BONDS

25TH AWNIVERSARY 5¢ .

I05E5SA WILTTAds
1010 Brages 3t,

tiontgomaryv, Alabama
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1010 Bregg Strect
lioatgomery, Alabama
August 15, 1969

¥r, James Farmer
Depte of llealth, =ducation and Welfare
Wasalngton, D.Ce 330 %&fi?’*/'uwm Sw 2211

Dear Sir:

I am writing you ~scause I am confident that the proslen I an
confronted with 7:u can holp mes I du mol snow if you recall,
gince vaa Hravel :psatly, that you st:cped with ame_on tne
ocaaslon when tro freodom Riders were toaten at the 35ation in
Montgzomary In 174, R

I have been ective in civil rights since the beginning of thao
novements AL tnlc time I feel that I em a victin of economic
reprisal. I have applied to Community Action for saveral jobse
I was hired in rroject Find wnlch terninated in four months.
T was of the impre3sion thnat those persons who woriad 1n &uls
project would be zlvan first preference when other jobs cpened
upe I em also cr the substltute list as a teachers Alde, %O
duts [ heve baan aslled only twise in the monthe of Junee. 1t
goems odd to mu thct thsre are other perscns wid &is aslding
tws federal jobs wlthin this ciltye .

If you rocall I was a beauticlan, with a fair business, but due
to Uprban Henewal and Interstate Highways 65 and 85, and the
Tpade School, my tusiness has decreasned, I feal that because of
ny views on Civil Righius I nave not bean hired, The only incoms
I have is my husband's Soclal Securlty Check which 1s$103,00 per
monthe I am willing to worx for a living if a Jjob 1s made avail-
acles I was intarviewsd for a Jjob by & panel at Ccrrmunity Actlon
and was told hy sn2 of %he _mombars that the others falt that if
I were nired I wo:ld tear up the prozrame

I have taliksd to Charles Shsldon and otaar Directors of the
verious phases of the projram but I havs not gotien any responsa.
I have talked to two represantatives, Attorney kdward Margzo and
ioy Jones from tha Atlenta offices Ona I asked for &n interviow.
the other I d:d not, but a ropresentativs ccms to my house and
saked if I had anv complaint., I d'd not sxprass tl:ts to them and
1 am sure taey 0t tnelr information from Montgomsry Community
Actione Attorney Zdward Margo mentioned to me that 1 was nuaber
clevon on tne altsrnate list and that very seldom tuiy hired fr.m

that liste. £¢[Lucn‘ “na gL _

Any help you can give me in securing employmont will be sroatly
appreciateds Will you please gend me the guldelines used for
hiring personnel in the prograime

Yours trulye
Mrs. Idessa Williams




THE BUSINESS [INDUSTRIAL MINISTRY

Serving Chicago and the Western Suburbs

©304 Windsor Avenue, Suite 3Cl, Berwya, Illinois €C402
(312) 788-7010

The Officers and Board Members of the Business/
Industrial Ninistry "Serving Chicago and the
Western Suburbs" are pleased to announce the
election of

JON D. KESSLER
as Bxecutive Director. Mr. Kessler will assume

his duties on July 1, 1969.

Jon D. Kessler is an ordained clergyman in the Lutheran Church, Missouri Synod.
He brings to the Business/Industrial Ministry a long term interest in and com-

- mitment to the Church's involvement in cconomic institutions and issues. For

the past several years he has served as pastor of a congregation at the periphery
of the Chicago Metropolitan Areca and has involved himself rather substanially in
the work of both business and industry in the city. In addition he has allied
himself with some persons of influence and has worked directly with them in
soecifically effecting the humanization process in their places of employment.

In his letter of acceptance *'r. Kessler stated, "I am confident that you share
with me the vision of the possibilities for industrial mission in general and
the Business/Industriel Ministry in particular. I know that most of you have

a much clearer vision of those possibilities than I. I look forward to working
with you under the Spirit to bring this vision into clearer focus and then into
reality.n

Mir. Kessler will reside in the community of LaGrange Highlands with his wife
Judith and their children Joseph, age € and Maria, agec 2.

We at the Business/Industrial Ministry look forward to the leadership that will
.be provided by Jon Kessler in his new position as Executive Director.

In a later communication you will be informed as to the date of a reception for

Jon which will be hcld simultancously with an Open House in our new offices at
€304 Windsor Avcnue, Suite 301, Berwyn, Illinois.

An Ecumenical Response to Man in Industrial Soclety



