In the Name and by the Authority of the

STATE OF ALABAMA
We, the undersigned do hereby certify that the

HONORABLE

IDESSA REDDEN

Having completed the required h‘ammg in federal and state laws governing
elections is hereby designated as a ;

CERTIFIED POLL THORKER
FOR 1994-1995

and eligible to serve upon appointment by the County Poll Worker Appointing
Board in the precinct in which you vote. On election day the poll worker is the
official who serves on the front-line to ensure that elections are fair and
administered honestly. On behalf of the citizzas of Alabama we express our
appreciation for your willingness to serve in this capacity.

IN TESTIMONY WHEREOF, Ihave
hereunto set my hand and caused the
Great Seal of the State of Alabama to
be affixed atthe State Capitol in the
City of Montgomery.

Probate Judge f Bennett Secretary of State
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Seniors of Achievement

The 1990 Seniors of Achievement will be honored at a ban-
quet May 15 featuring syndicated advice columnist Abigail Van
Buren.

The seniors who will be honored for their community service
are Betty Fitz-Gerald, John A. Garrett, J.J. Kirschenfeld.
James L. Loeb, Sadie Gardner Penn, SS i .
Frank Slaughter, Ethel Tankersley Todd. Sarah E. Tyler and
Evelyn Kennedy Wheeler.

Each of the award winners is profiled on page 16A.

Proceeds from ticket sales for the banquet, sponsored by The
Montgomery Advertiser and The Alabama Journal and the
Montgomery Area Council on Aging, will benefit the council's
Meals on Wheels project.

The MACOA is the primary charitable agency serving Lhe

needs of area senior citizens. Funds are desparately necded (o
provide one hot meal per day for 300 frail elderly residents who
cannot prepare their own meals. The waiting list to join the
program has grown so large that some people must wait up to
three years to join, said Lucy Parsons, MACOA spokeswoman.
_ Tickets for the 7 p.m. banquet in the Alabama Roowm at the
Governor's House Hotel are $50 per person. Tickets also are
available for a 5 p.m. reception at the home of Mary Katherine
Blount to meet “Abby.” Tickets for cocktails and dinner are
$100 per person.

For reservations and ticket information. call MACOA at 263-
0532. Tables are available for 10.
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~ Volunteer didn’t expect recognition

By JORDAN GRUENER so tlhey can p;y rer':t. church called Ladies »f Charity,
- — "I can work so hard with ov-  which works wit, the Sociail
. ﬁ’l"tffllhl’le work she did in the erty people, because I'm povgrty Service Department.
::le\:‘ ll lgrésmﬂ'}?veem soher cur-  myseif™ Mrs, Redden said. “Be-  Her only break from Ladies of
fervice worky 3 k3 ing black and coming up strictly Charity came during the 1950s,
Idessa Wil poverty. 1 know what it means to  when she was involved with vot-
liams . Redden be without. I doqt mean luxu- er registration for the civil rights
never expecteq ries. | mean things that you movement, she said.
to win  ag need. _ In 1956, Mrs. Redden had a
award for h‘er From early childhood. 1 neighbor who had been institu-
communit learned to try ‘to share what I tionalized and couldn't work.
spirit y had and help people who had The woman owned her own
ol u'ras thank less than what [ had,” she added. home, but was behind in paying
ful to th ank- She currently works Seven taxes. Mrs. Redden said.
son oh e per- \ hours a dayasa Hea_dstart Fami- So Mrs. Redden had the wom-
on ot 0 nomi- ly Service worker in Trenholm an bake pies and Mrs. Redden
E{ rse Rerg g. Redden and Tulane courts and the Mace-  soid them every weekend for 25
said. “pes tﬁ'n that I did donia community. cents to raise money for taxes.
achieve the Ings dﬂ it id to A member of St. Jude church She worked on voter registra-
r e a“l"al' ;U never for many years, Mrs. Redden has tion in Montgomery County from
r:‘;ne, oc?"me that it would be been-involved in the Social Sery. about 1956 to 1957. In 1961, she
gnized. . ice Department of the church, became voter registration’ di-
Working with the Montgomery Mrs. Redden said she has been rector for the Montgomery Im-
Community Action Headstart a membes of the church “ever provement Association
program for the past 20 years. since St. Jude was built” and “I was on a constant g0,” she
Mrs. Redden. 77, helps provide since the bishop told evervone said. “The civil rights movement
clothing and pay utility bills for living on the west side of Court was working for my civil rights."
!ow-mco!ne families. Street to attend the church. —_— :
Sometimes, she_attempts to  Since 1939 or - 1940. she's  Jordam Crmemmm o e
help a family get enough manae oy lomd  aetanr
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College
prepares
to honor
Redden

By Jannell McGrew
Montgomery Advertiser

|
|
|
|

A DMontgomery woman de- '
scribed as one of the pioneers of i
the voting rights and civil rights
movements in Alabama will be
honored for her works today,
eight days before her 90th birth-
day.

Idessa Williams Redden will
be recognized by H. Council |
Trenholm State Technical Col-
lege during a
special birthday
celebration at
11:30 a.m. at the
college's Culi-
nary Arts
Centre on Mo-
bile Highway.

Redden “is a
pillar in our
community,”
said Gwendolyn Patton, head ar-
chivist at Trenholm.

“She has, since her teenage
days, vowed to fight for first-
class citizenship for African-
Americans and she has been con-
sistent ever since."”

MONTGOMERY (ALABAMA) ADVERTISER, NoveMBER 18, 2002

Patton said Redden was
known for her courage and
straightforwardness as she de-
fied pressure from segregation-
ists and sought to convince
blacks to register to vote.

Redden said she felt honored
by the college’s gesture.

“lI really think it’s a good
idea. and I appreciate it very
much,” she said.

In characteristic fashion, she
added with a chuckle, “I hate to
sav it, but I think I deserved it
because of my hard work in the
community.”

Born Nov. 27, 1912, she be-
came a registered voter in 1949,
when most blacks weren't regis-
tered to vote. As a block captain,
she worked with voting rights
icon “Coach” Rufus Lewis in the
crusade for full voting rights for
blacks. Her job was to encourage
blacks to sign up for voting
rights clinics.

“She would visit people at
night on dark roads while vig-
ilantes and Klansmen were lay-
ing in wait,” Patton said. “She’s
had several scary encounters as
she went about organizing black
people to fight for their voting
rights.”

Redden also worked with the
Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. and
served as an organizer with
Lewis on the Montgomery Im-
provement Association's Voter
Registration Committee

Redden has a collection of pa-
pers and various other materials
at Trenholm State Technical Col-
lege Archives,

Jannell McGrew, who cov-
ers race relations and religion
for the Montgomery Advertiser,
can be reached at 240-0121 or by
Sfax at 261-1521 or by e-mail at
Jjmcgrew@montgomeryadver- |
tiser.com.
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Woman’s civil rlghts work honored

Community leaders
salute Idessa
Williams Redden
on her 90th
birthday

By Alvin Benn
Montgomery Advertiser

During the civil rights
era, those who participated
in demonstrations against
racial injustice were divid-
ed inlo two categories -
leaders and foot soldiers.

Occasionally, a small
third category came along.
Idessa  Williams Redden
was placed in it Tuesday
afternoon.

“She was more of a drill
sergeant,” said Quinn Bris-
ben, who flew to Montgom-
ery from Chicago to help
honor a woman who meant
much to him during a tu-
multuous period in Ameri-
can history.

More than 100 other local
and area residents turned
out at the H. Councill Tren-
holm State Technical Col-
lege Culinary Arts Center
to salute Redden for her up-
coming 90th birthday.

While many who {ook
part in the civil rights era
were honored during or

Kevin Glackmeyer Advertiser

Idessa Williams Redden,
left, was honored Tues-
day for civil rights work
during a celebration of
her 90th birthday. In
the background is her
son, John Redden Jr.

after that time, most who
marched and were jailed
have received little recogni-
tion other than their own
personal satisfaction.

In Redden’s case, her
praises were literally sung
Tuesday with two versions
of Bette Midler's popular
“Wind Beneath My Wings.”

Leroy Barrow, who repre-

sented the Rev. Manuel Wil-
liams of Resurrection Cath-
olic. Church, added “You
are the wind beneath our
wings,” while Bobby Jack-
son, who operates the
World Heritage Museum of
Montgomery, closed the
program with his another
version.

Jackson also led everyone
in a rousing rendition of
“Happy Birthday” and
made sure it ended with
“and many more.”

Quinton Ross, who has
been elected to represent
Senate District 26 in the
Legislature, credited Red-
den and others like her
with helping him and other
black lawmakers attain a
goal unavailable to them be-
fore passage of the Voting
Rights Act in 1965.

Ross said if he had been
in office already, the cele-
bration honoring Redden
would have been in the
State House “because it is
because of you that we are
able to walk those halls and
make decisions on behalf of
this community and this
state.”

Redden, born in Mont-
gomery on Nov. 27, 1912,
registered to vote in 1949
when few blacks in Ala-

bama were allowed to vote.
She became a block captain
after that and encouraged
black - Montgomery resi-
dents to register.

Elected officials and civic
leaders took part in the cel-
ebration of Redden’s life.
Each described the impor-
tance of her actions.

“Many of the changes
that I take for granted, the
likes of Mrs. Idessa Redden
were responsible for usher-
ing them in,” Alabama his-
torian Richard Bailey said.

Bailey said Redden is a
woman who “doesn’t make
a big to-do over what
they've done in this world
of ours. Those are the peo-
ple who don't seek out the
honor and the glory and all
of the attention.”

Redden had little to say
as she basked in the honors
being bestowed on her. She
spoke briefly at the end of
the ceremony and said,
“Thank you, thank you,
thank you.”

Alvin Benn, who covers
state news for the Montgom-
ery Advertiser, can be
reached at 240-0111 or by fax
at 261-1521. E-mail him at
h o m e t
benn8071@bellsouth. net or
abenn@montgomeryaduver-
tiser.com at work.
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Woman’s civil rights work honored

Community leaders
salute Idessa
Williams Redden
on her 90th -
birthday

By Alvin Benn
Montgomery Advertiser

During the civil rights
era, those who participated
in demonstrations against
racial injustice were divid-
ed into two categories —
leaders and foot soldiers.

Occasionally, a small
third category came along.
Idessa . Williams Redden
was placed in it Tuesday
afternoon. .

“She was more of a drill
sergeant,” said Quinn Bris-
ben, who flew to Montgom-
ery from Chicago to help
honor a woman who meant
much to him during a tu-
multuous period in Ameri-
can history.

More than 100 other local
and area residents turned
out at the H. Councill Tren-
holm State Technical Col-
lege Culinary Arts Center
to salute Redden for her up-
coming 90th birthday.

While many who took
part in the civil rights era
were honored during or

e
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Ideésa‘WiIIiams Redden,

left, was honored Tues-

day for civil rights work sl unavaslabl o them bt

during a celebration of
her 90th birthday. In
the background is her
son, John Redden Jr.

after that time, most who
marched and were jailed
have received little recogni-

tion other than their own

personal satisfaction.
In Redden’s ‘case,
Tuesday with two versions

of Bette Midler's popular
“Wind Beneath My Wings.”

Leroy Barrow, who repre-

her
praises were literally sung

sented the Rev, Manuel Wil- |
liams of Resurrection Cath-
olic Church, added: “You
are the wind beneath our. .
wings,” while Bobby Jack- -
son, who operates the

.World Heritage Museum of

Montgomery, closed the

‘program with hJs another.
Version. < s i sl By

Jackson also led everyon

in a rousing rendition of.
_“HapPY Blrthday" *and

‘Quinton Ross who ha
been elected to represent -

" Senate District - 26 in the
‘Legislature, credited Red-
‘den and others like her -
“ with helping him and other

black lawmakers attain a

fore passage of the Votmg

-Rights Act in 1965.

. Ross said if he had heen

~in office already, the cele-
bration honoring Redden th

would have been in the -
State House “because it is
because of you that we are
able to walk those halls and

bama were allowed to vote.
'She became a block captain
after that and encouraged
- black; Montgomery resi-
* dents to register. ’

Elected officials and civic
leaders took part in the cel-
ebration of Redden’s life.
Each described the nnpor-
tance of her actions. p

3 "Many of the changes

.xthat I take for granted, the
,_hkes of Mrs. Idessa Redden’
.;‘,'were respon51ble for usher- |

ing them in,” Alabama his-
torian Rlchard Bailey said.

BaJley said Redden is a
woman who “doesnt make
a bxg to-do ' over what'
“they’ve done in this’ world
.of ours. Those are the peo-
“ple who don’t seek out the |
~honor and the g]ory and a]l'
-of the attentlon.” |

" Redden had httle to sayl

‘as she basked in the honors |
‘being bestowed on her. She
- spoke briefly at the end of
& ceremuny and said,

“Thank you .thank you, |
thank you.” i !

" Alvin Benn, who covers

make decisions on behalf of | S¢afe news for the Montgom-.

‘ery Advertiser,
e, communty fand LS R e 6 S0 017 o b

siate: ‘at 261-1521. E-mail him at

Redden, born in Mont-
gomery on Nov. 27, 1912,
registered to vote in 1949
when few blacks in Ala-

can be

‘h o m e a it

“benng071@bellsouth.net or |
abenn@montgomeryadver-
‘tiser.com at work.
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Gwen Patton, left, hugs Idessa Taylor Williams-
her 90th birthday party. y illiams-Redden at

o
Culinary Arts Centre at the H.

Community_turns out
for birthday celebration

Idessa Taylor Williams-
Redden won't turn 90 until
Wednesday, but family and
friends turned out last week to
honor her at a morning recep-
tion in the Joseph L. Dickerson

Councill Trenholm State Tech-
nical College Archives.

Instrumental in both the
voting and civil rights move-
ments, she registered as a voter
in Alabama in 1849. She said
she has spent the last 50 years
helping to “uplift my fellow
man.”

Tor nearly 30 years she was
a family service worker with
the Montgomery Community
Action Agency. She still de-
votes many hours to the St.
Jude Ladies of Charity.

“T don’t do things for hon-
or,” she said, “I just do things.”

But it was an honor for so
many friends to attend the par-
ty for her, for which students of
the Culinary Arts program, un-
der the direction of Mary Ann
Campbell, prepared the re-
freshments. There to lead the
singing of “Happy Birthday”
was another of Montgomery’s

distinguished seniors, Bobby
Jackson.

Many of her fellow church
members of St. Jude’s Catholic
Church were there, as were for-
mer co-workers and Trenholm
Tech staff and faculty, includ-
ing the president, Anthony
Molina; participants of the
Montgomery Friends of the His-.
toric Voting Rights Trail; Quin-
ton Ross, who was recently
elected Senator of state District
26; Ella Bell; Larry Barrow;
Dr. Richard Bailey; Willy Le-
venthal; Trenholm archivist
Gwen Patton; and the Rev.
Tom Gardner.

Coming from Woodbridge,
Va., for the event was the hon-
oree’s son, John Redden.
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RETRACING CIVIL RIGHTS

Philadelﬂhia group
recalls the movement

The City of Brotherly
Love met the birthplace of
the civil rights movement
this weekend.

For a 14th year, youth
from Philadelphia’s Martin
Luther King Jr. Association
for Non-violence started on
2 “freedom ride” to Alabam-
a’s historical sites.

Along the way, they met
activists such as Sheyanne
Webb-Christburg, who as a
child crossed the Edmund
Pettus Bridge with demon-
strators, and Idessa Redden,
an office aide to King.

“In re-blazing this histori-
cal trail,” said C. Delores
Tucker of the association, ] [
| “the youth discover their Civil rights activists Idessa Redden, left, and Gwen

?f“a%igi%‘;a&cgﬂl‘g’ﬁ?s%‘: Patton, right, both of Montgomery, are escorted
King's philosophy of Carat Saturday through the Montgomery Visitor’s Cen-
olence.” ter by Cheyney University student Darnell Ander-

__Montgomery Advertiser son of Cheyney, Pa.




The group above include (from left) Fannie Hawkins, |dessa Redden,

accepting the Ladies’ chec

of the ladies of Charity, making the presentation; Dorothy Brundidge, secretary;

Ladies Of Charity Support Spec
Frank May, Jr., administrator of the FPM Center,
k: Eunice Lewis, FaTher Matthew Sindik, director of the City of St. Jude; Essie Smith, president

advisor; Janie James, vice-president; and Carolyn Tillage.

In addition to their many other
charitable projects at the City of St
Jude, the St. Jude Ladies of Charity
have a special place in their hearts for
the handicapped children at the Father

Harold Purcell Memorial Exceptional
Children’s Center. Every year they
make a generous donation 10 the
Center to help with the care and
treatment of its 58 special children.

ial Children

Sister Theresita Sabol, VSC, spiritual

This year's presentation was made
on the feast of St. Louise DeMarillac,
their patroness, when the Ladies
attended Mass in a body at St. Jude's
Church.

A AnOpen Letter ToBobIng!
/SuTo Smear Dr. Thad McCla

Bob Ingram’s center-page
commentary in the Advertiser (3128
05) demonstrates, again, the extreme:
pundits will go through to whitewast
racism.

Even a sophist student of logic cal
deduce that there is an insidiou
campaign (o smear and then to get ri
of Thad McClammy once and for al
Why? The answer is as simple toda
as it was yesterday at the height of th
Civil Rights Movement: Many ‘Whilte
in high places have a deep-scaic
intolerance, if not down-right hatre«
ofanyindependent, Black person wh
advances the progress of the Blac
community.- Leadership of th
magnitude is “reversed” for Whil
only. Blacks are never Lo be in contr
of anything that Whites think
important.

In this insistence, Bob Ingra
suffers with the “Gone With the Win,
syndrome. Whites of this ilk do n
understand Blacks who do not ne
“White approval” to determine the

Montgomery H

Naw At MAani~,
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. ful to the per-

- said. “The things that I did to
. achieve the  award, it never

Volunteer didn’t expect recognition |

By JORDAN GRUENER

From the work she did in the
civil rights movement to her cur-
rent family B § i
service work, i
Idessa Wil-

to- win ‘an
award for her
community

“I was thank-
son who nomi-

nated ‘me,’"
Mrs. Redden

- Redden

dawned on me that it would be

- recognized.” . ;

Community Action

Mrs. Redden, 77, helps provide
clothing and pay utility bills for
low-income families, Fog s

Sometimes, she attempts to

_help a family get enough money

so they can pay rent.

“I can work so hard with pov-
erty people, because I'm poverty
myself,” Mrs. Redden said. “Be-
ing black and coming up strictly
poverty, T know what it means to

* be without."I don’t mean luxu-

ries. I meanthings that you
need.
“From early childhood, I

learned to try to share what | &

had and help people who had
less than what I had,” she added.

‘She currently works seven
hours a day as a Headstart Fami-

ly Service worker in Trenholm
~and Tulane courts and the Mace- VETY ¥
.‘drqn_i_atqpmlum_ty,,*;@;,4_3‘_}.1..3,,.;-;-.':g;"‘f'::-r.-r:ig-_:ce.n'ts'tO' raise money for taxes.
g f‘ "A member of I&t.‘ ik 1L{Jd‘(:]e(;chu ix;c'h '
% or;mar?%years, rs. Redden has

been-involved in the Social Sery-

_ 5 R - . ice Department of the church, '
- Working with the Montgomery

Headstart
program for the past 20 years, -

~Mrs. Redden said she has been
a member of the church “ever

since "St. Jude was built” and
_Since .the bishop told everyone
living ‘on the west side of Court

Street to attend the church.
Since 1939 or 1940, she's
worked with a group at the

church called Ladies of Charity,
which works with the Social
Service Department.

Her only break from Ladies of
Charity came during the 1950s,

. When she was involved with vot-

er registration for the civil rights

" 'movement, she said.

- In 1956, Mrs. Redden had a
neighbor who had been institu-
tionalized and couldn’t
The woman owned her own
home, but was behind in paying
‘taxes, Mrs. Redden said. .
So Mrs. Redden had the wom-
an bake pies and Mrs. Redden
sold them every weekend for 25

. She worked on voter registra-
tion in M&gtgomery County from

- about 1956 to 1957: In 1961, she

became voter. registration di-

-rector for the Montgomery Im-

provement Association,

“I was on a constant go,” she
said. “The civil rights movement
was working for my civil rights.”

Jordan Gruéjji,_i'__'"_is a staff writer
for The AIabama"JourueL

i

work. |
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Idessa is a life long resident of Montgomery. She hails from a very poor family. She atter
the St. John Catholic Schoo] and later the Loveless Junior High School where she completed 1
9th grade. Being from a poor family, Idessa had to quit school and go to work. i

Three months Idessa did domestic work and soon was convinced that this was not her fut
endeavor. She learned to sew and applied for a job at a sewing factory. She was hired and work
there for ten years. During this time she moved up to a supervisor. To suplement her earnings
she took a course in cosmotology and completed it in six months. She worked in various beau

Rights Movement. Quote “There are things about the struggle I will never forget — This pe
was the happiest part of my life because I was working for a worthy cause. I will never let
dreamer dreams die as long as I am alive.” Unquote. 3

;L.L'. £ih'a H——\m&ﬁ‘ﬁ

Mrs. Idessa Williams

1974 Idessa states she made 1,263 home visits, counseled 811 individuals, transported"240}aph

referred 10 people to vocational training. These were all Head Start families but worked wi ¢

Tri-coullfv Youth Progrum Staff countless other people that were not Head Start families. oz e
. ' Idessa is grateful for the poverty program for she says it has been very beneficial to her. I'haye

‘ i : been given an opportunity to study for the G.E.DD. test which she took and passed. It also gave her
an opportunity to attend night typing classes which has been much help to her. * =~ =
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Redden shares King’s advice

By Sean Selman
ADVERTISER STAFF WRITER

Throughout the month of Febru-
ary, the Montgomery Aduvertiser
profiled people who participated or
contributed to the Montgomery
bus boycott.

Not all of what was said would
fit into the short profiles.

Idessa Williams Redden, who
registered voters on behalf of the
Montgomery Improvement Associ-
ation, had much to say about the
movement and its leader.

The following are exerpts from a
recent conversation with her about
the Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.,
who served as president of the
Montgomery Improvement Associ-
ation and leader of the boycott:

® “He was a man among men.”

On Monday, Dec. 5, 1955, she and
her cousin went to the mass meet-
ing at Holt Street Baptist Church.

“When we got there, we just did

get a seat in the balcony. That was
the first [ heard of Dr. Martin Lu-

ther King.”
She asked her cousin who that
young man

was, and she
was told he
was the new

preacher at
Dexter Avenue
Baptist
Church.
Never before
had she heard
such a ser-
mon, and lis-
tening to the
Rev. Dr. King
speak, she
knew black Montgomery had
found the leader they needed.

“I raised my hands, and I said,
‘Lord, you have sent us a leader!”
— I never had screamed out in
church before.

“I knew the good Lord had sent
us this man, and I could follow
him."”

Redden

® Mrs. Redden said she
learned from the Rev. Dr. King:

One time she got impatient wi-
a media circus that had gather
in the aisles of the Rev. Dr. Kinz
church just before a mass meetin

She was trying to get to her pe
and she stepped all over the wh.
cameramen and reporters kneelir.
in the aisles.

The next day, she was sur
moned to the Rev. Dr. King's offic

“He said, ‘Have a seat.” Then :
said, ‘Mrs. William, we got to lo*
our white brothers.’

“I said, ‘I don't understand.’ Ar.
he said, ‘Mrs. Williams, we got r
love our white brothers.' I sai:
‘What have I done? He said, ‘Mr
Williams, we got to love our whit
brothers.’

“He must have said it five time
and it sank in. Then it came to m
how rude I was that Monday nigh:
I said, ‘Dr. King, I can’t promise
will love them better. But I wi!
try-l LR
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MONDAY SPECIAL

emembering the dream

Marcher
thinks of past,
looks to future

By Michael Wilson
ADVERTISER STAFF WRITER

The white boy sat quictly in a tree.
saping down at the strong. steady river
ol bluck Taces on the streets and lawns
below.

Idessa Redden has a photograph ol
the boy tucked away somewhere, with
the rest ol her memorabilia from the
civil rights march  on - Washington.
[D.C.. held 30 vears ago this weekend.

“He could see and hear. and he
could be seen.”™ she said last week.
smiling when the boy unexpectedly
tread uerossTher memorvy, -

Mrs. Redden was one o aboul
200.000 marchers who descended upon
the nation’s capital in 1963 in support
ol pending civil rights legislation, 100
years alter President Lincoln’s Emanci-
pation Proclamation took cllect.

There. they heard [rsthand what
their children and grandehildren have

Please turn (o MARCHER, 4A

‘ AR i
PATRICIA MIKLIK STAFF FILE PHOTO
sa Redden was one of about 200,000 marchers who descended upon Martin Luther King Jr. speaks to

nation's capital in 1963 in support of pending civil rights legislation. thousands gathered in front of the

Lincoln Memorial in 1963.
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wwdulﬁ*('rTLMne “she sai

“spurred
more blucks on the rolls.like one.

MARCHE

Jrom page 1.4

come 10 cull lhe Rcv Mmun Lu-

ther King Jr.'s greatest spg.cch,

“1Lhave a dream lhaluny om
little children will one day live
@ nation where they will: not

judged by the color of lhexr“-:kn"

bul hy the content ol their char*
acler,

huge audience. 10 5 &

ld never scen that ﬁ‘ﬁ;n :
ple.” Mrs. Redden s Ald."scul in
the Iront iroom

< her Buu_,g
Street residence Iasl weck g

A plaque [rom her Family s.lys
she's 80 years old. Shc docsnl
Inok 70. :

¢ She could, sm,s_.leimndedly fill a
leplu ol a civil rights textbook.
Her stories ares spiced wnh lhe
winks., grins and  cuckles ol
woman who's never stood [or ‘my
lip. g

Belore, during ancl dllCl ‘the
civil m,hls movement, MI“.""Red-
den had an attitude.

I was a uymL_ time,
unnyt.d every minute ol it
said,
person.’

Her Tace gives away lhe ending
ol a story before she gets there. It

;bul I
she
l have never been u lLdl[Ll]

erinned brightly belore, ';he fin-

ished this one; ¥

A while man, years d!._,O plllled
her out ol the door ol streetcur
on.Dexter Avenue because.,: ‘being
whilehe sEGUId have been allGw-

cd to board Tlirst. i
She l_)cul him up wnh he: ;f
umhrcllu “He didn't get?

streetear.”

A Montgomery actwlst

It took her six trips lo the volcn
registration olfice to be allowed

aceess 1o ballot box. In"1956.
she . began working o sregister _
other black voters. By 1961, she

waus the voler registration director
for the Montgomery' Improve-
ment Association. :

She remembers  speeches that
her and others: to get

by the late James Ihnn‘u.ls-“C‘nl-
ton_Tom® Hellin, mayor, u.s.
1L|‘JIL'\L‘HI:HIVG and senutor, Mu
Redden heard him' say **no one
need” ever: worry “aboul niggers
voling™  because ~they + couldnl
come up withithe $3 poll l.l‘{ e

Boy, thut ‘set her:olf; Thul
made me get out™n the \.llecls ev-
ery_allernoon. Weather like llm

ding toward ‘a. window: km.pmk.
oul the muggy heal.

‘No God-sent Ieaders

She Taughs casicr than: hec.ne\

~and isn'C one 1o’ el choked: up

and emational, Bul aftet a string
ol speeches - belore: thc'meln
Memorinl that alternoon in 1963,

she™ remembers: lulling™ (o hcr

Lnu.\ \\.hcn pushed bmkly lLIOH\

" the Rev. Drs King told his’

'?:'. uon
* tiine. She wants (o hem ‘today's &

- the' sume: spc.cc.hcs

“ithey were l‘hcn.ebut she can' still %

“fromiher SpoL- nghl belore:

The Ieaders of the march lock arms as they lead the way along *

73 HI FI’II()TO ;

ashlngton s Constitution Avenue in this photo from August 28 r}:'
1963 The Rey. Martin Luther King Jr. is at the’ center, seventh = - .

from right. At extreme rights A.
he NAACP

Philip'Randolph, the march

’director. By Mr. Randolph is Roy WIIkms, executlve secretary.of'

he iawn wuh huge speakens ;:os- -

pd singer Mahalia® de‘;OI] St
voice carried th son;: How 1
. Gol Over™! . 3

1 yelled ‘Mahdlia smg i i

‘cause only the black lolks know
what you're singing about’," ‘she

recalls.  Then  a’ white’ man.” his
family nearby. tapped: her on. he

© shoulder and:lold. hc1 she was
wrong. -« o

Klm: chcd,,“ . — cosad
No one's hllccl the hole lelL by
his murder, she said. lllClC 5 No

Gocl -sent leaders now.!

She's heddmg batk lo lhe na-
s capital Friday, [ying thls-

speeches and ‘songs at the 30th
.mnwumuy cciemony Saturday.

.Afriend’s eyes and ears

A [riend ol Mrs. Redden heard
m1d songs in
1963. FORE gk el

- Alma Ildmplon

bus with her cousin Icn the Ion;_.
hotltrip north.o & &
“We got. l]'IEi
the mureh,” MIH
culled last week. " = ¢
Marchers waited' nem Lhen‘ bm
parking spots for the growing o
crowd 1o reach them before mell-
dng. into the. moving, qmgmg
.clmming body.
U Scouldnit

ltl':l m llme lor

llrcd ; st

get

f~‘C1t.r,lmﬁll‘r’"slu} TIL‘@III ,~£f
"’mlhuly yearsSlater, “she doex
Her acts upyand her s

Ssight leating  aren't: what

arthritis
and

“see the mm ‘

she-calls “my. lender?;

; thum Lhat dny

"l-lom wely mnuntulmnp. lct
Areedom ring,” (he! Rcv Dl.
s.nd in his qpcu.l : :

L on

e
7 .‘

WAS 55 ye‘uq :
OILI when she: climbed aboard a

- speech.

11 unplou u-

vH.unplon suid of the long ddy un- :

“be’ wathmL Salmday sC

W 1963 tripse

* WAS THERE, Mrs. Redden rc

I§1ng E |

Unhke hc: l||cnd MH Hamp-:
ton: has no souvenirs. They were
ruined when- the room she kept
lhcm in looded years ago.

*My. memories are good,” she
said, and laughed, *'1 don l know
[or how long, though."

She’l dci)eml on Mrs.
Redden’s i yes and cars Lo report
the “anniversary ~Saturday.
Mrs. Hampton's health will keep

(She cried - whémlhe Rev D, & her from_altending. She hopés

“this ceremonx comes a little closer
low‘nd sloppm;, hatred.

“IHow can 1 be happy with the
world today? 1t makes me unhap=
. by lo see so mud] hate, and |-
thl'll Iovey' ' {

b Imve h'\d peoph. dsk me.,'.

wlmt makes me happy in my con-
- dition 21 tell them: that 1 don’t
Imle That's what m.lkes me hap-
py. she said.

AII ages attendmg

MdliSdl‘d Gmlmm was born 18
~yeurs. after the 1963 March on
Washington. She's heard record-
ings of the I Have A Dreani"

She can't- help it that she
m';‘:cd the lirst march,
~joining other fricnds [rom the =
-~ Meltro- Monlg,omcuy Youth
- Council of the NAACP on a hm

Lhat will l.tkc lhcm (o the anniver-

8 scu'y A

b | w.mt to see u leader of loday
50 | cun be one tomorrow.” she

i rom’ yesterday,
dcc.ule 2 old"gem she pulls out atﬁl X

pohshes when she epeaks oi thek'

S e
~ Asmall; gn‘l. maybe ‘l yc.u's o[tl,\

was wemlng u sash that said **

o grels notit
‘I‘e B“’n’
Tk hon
lum..

'lkmg a pholograph 0

_shc Il be (here lhw:-
Mrs. Ruddul said,

but she's

- said. 7101 be her first lll'l‘IC' int
Washington. = = . :
-;-.*Meua_'n\du]e,-...lyl: Rcddcn uwﬂl.p i

a (hree=
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'“"‘"“""’-tlldff’r'lwlhc: me.

Judged by the color
but by the content ol their char-
acter.” the Rev. Dr. King told his
huge audicnce.

ol their skin

“d never seen that many peo-
ple.” Mirs, Redden said. seated in
the Iront room ol her Bragg
Street residence last wecek.

A plaque from her
she's 80 vears old.
look 70

She could, singlehandedly. ill o
chapter of o civil rights textbook.
Her stories are spiced with the
winks, prins and  cackles ol a
wonman who's never stood For any
lip.

2 Before, during and alter the
civil rights movement, Mrs. Red-
den had an attitude.

I owas a o trying time,
enjoydd every minute ol it she
sivil, "I have never been a learlul
I)Ll\()ll

Her Face gives away the CH('IHE
ol a story beflore she gets there, It
grinned brightly belore she Mn-
ished this one:

A white man, years ago, pullud
her out of the door of a streetcar
on Dexter Avenue because, being
white. he should have been allow-
cd to board hirst.

She  beat him up
umbrella. “He didn’t get on,that
streetear.”™

family says
She doesn’t

but 1

A Montgomery activist

It took her six trips (o the voler
registration olfice 1o be allowed

access looa ballot box. In 1956,
she began working o register
other black voters. By 1961, she .

wus the voler registration director
for the Montgomery lmprove-
ment Association.

she remembers speeches  that
spurred her and  others (o get
more blucks on the rolls. like one
by the late James Thomas “Col-
ton Tom™ 1lelling mayor, U.S.
representative and senator. Mrs.
Redden heard him say “"no one
need  ever worry aboul niggers
voting™  because  they  couldn’t
come up with the $3 poll tax.

Boy. thut set her off.” “Thut
made me gel outfnsthe streels ev-
cry alternoon. Weatherglike this

ding towuard a window keeping
oul the muggy heat.

‘No God-sent leaders’

She laughs casicr than she cries
and isn't one to gel choked up
and cmotional, But alter a string
ol speeches belore the Lincoln
Memorial that alternoon in 1963,
she  remembers falling o her
knees when. pushed briskly across

with  her »

o IIII-IIIUIU

The leaders of the march lock arms as they lead the way along
Washington's Constitution Avenue in this photo from August 28,
1963. The Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. is at the center, seventh
from right. At extreme right is A. Philip Randolph, the march
director. By Mr. Randolph is Roy Wilkins, executive secretary pf

the NAACP.

the lawn with huge speakers, pos-

pel  singer  Mahalia  Jackson’s
voice carried the song “How |1
Gol Over.”

“Ioyelled *Mahalia, sing il

‘cause only the black folks know
what you're singing about’,”
recalls. Then a white man, his
Family ncarby. tapped her on the

shoulder and 10ld _her she was
wrong.,

. She cried when the Rev. Dr.
King died.. B! o)

No one’s [illed the hole lelt by
his murder, she said. “Therc’s no
God-sent leaders now.™

She’s heading back to the na-
tion's capital Friday, ying this
time. She wants (0 hear today’s
specches and songs at the 30th
anniversary ceremony Saturday.

A friend’s eyes and ears

A friend ol Mrs. Redden heard
the sume speeches and songs in
1963, ¥

Alma FHampton was 55 yeurs
old when she climbed aboard a
bus with her cousin lor the long,
hot trip north.

“We got lheu
the march.” Mrs.
called last week.

Marchers waited near their bus’
parking spots lTor the growing

Hampton re-

“crowd lo reach them belore melt-

ing into the
chanting body.

1 couldn™t get tired,™ Mrs.
Hampton said of the long day un-

moving. singing,

*she ‘:‘,','d Aods T (e Sumnier Sun. rewE T
Thirty years luter. she does.

Fler arthritis acts up, and her

sight and hearing aren’t what

they were then, but she can still
see the mun she calls “my leader™
[rom her spot right blec the po-
divm that day.

She can still hear his words.

“From every mountnintop, let
freedom ring.” the Rev, Dr, King
said in his speech.

she -

Lngs ol the 1

just in time lor

Unlike her friend. Mrs. Hamp-
ton has no souvenirs. They were
ruined when the room she kept
them in Nooded years ago.

“My memories are good.” she
said. and laughed. "1 don’t know
lor how long, though.™

She'll de pcnd on  NMrs.
Redden’s eyes and cars (o report
on the anniversary  Saturday.
Mrs. Hampton's health will keep

‘her from allending. She hopes
“this ceremony comes a little closer
toward stopping hatred.

“How can | be happy with the
world today? It makes me unhap-
py to see so much hate, and |
want love.

*“1 have had people ask me’
what makes me happy in my con-
dition. 1 tell them that 1 don’t
hate. That's what makes me hap-
py.” she said.

All ages attending

Marisara Graham was born I8
years after the 1963 March on
Washington. She's heard record-
Have A Dream™
specch.

She can’t help it
missed the lirst march,
joining  other [riends rom  the
Metro Montgomery Youlh
Council of the NAACP on a bus
that will take them to the annivér-
sary.

I want Lo sce a leader o['loday
so | can be one tomorrow,"” she
said. 1C11 be her first time in

Washington. .
~Meanwhile, Mrs. Redden wll
“be watching Saturday's crowd for
a lace rom yesterday, a three-
decade old gem she pulls out antl
polishes when she speuaks ol the
1963 trip. g

A small girl, maybe 3 years oltl.
was wearing a sash that said [
WAS THERE" Mrs. Redden re-
grets not taking a photograph uf
the girl,

"I hope she'll be there llm
time.” Mrs. Redden said.

that  she
but she’s

we fod
— i 5%
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WOMAN OF THE YEAR
Ms. Idessa Williams Redden (right) of St. Jude's Parish was the recipi-
nt of the Woman of the Year Award from lota Phi Lambda Sorority,
Inc., Mu Chapter, Montgomery, at the group’s Fifty First Business Month
Celebration held May 11 at South Trust Bank Community Room. Making
the presentation in recognition of Mrs. Redden’s outstanding accomplish-
ments in the civic, educational, social and religious projects of her com-
munity was Mrs. Gertrude Thomas. president of the local chapter. Mrs.
Redden. 85 years of age, is a veteran civil rights activist who marched
with Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. in 1963 at the nation's capitol and was
honored with an invitation to President Lyndon B. Johnson's Inaugural
Ball. As one of Montgomery's first civil rights activists she initiated regis-
tration drives and held voter education classes in her home. Despite her
advanced age Mrs. Redden continues to work today with Montgomery's
Head Start Program and is active with the St. Jude Ladies of Charity,
especially its ministry to the sick and disabled. Modest about all of her
accomplishments, Mrs. Redden's favorite saying is, I don't do things for
honor, 1 just do things.”

A GIFT OF REMEMBRANCE

What better way to honor your loved ones and friends, living or
deceased, than by sending a contribution to the City of St. Jude
assuring them of a remembrance in all of our spiritual and temporal
works of mercy. An acknowledgment card will be sent to the person
honored or, if deceased, to the family, as well as a personal acknowl-
edgment to you.

Please write today to:

Mission Director

The City of St. Jude

2048 West Fairview Avenue

Montgomery, Alabama 36108
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% /as organized by the
/] apy Oncology Group
) sponsored by the
Jacer Institute (NCI) and
>f Research and Women's
ational Institutes of Health.
1d in Tuskegee 10 emphasize
h studies will never be done
. RTOG is 2 national cancer
arch organization sponsored and
ided by the National Cancer
astitute and administered by the
American College of Radiology
(ACR).Itismadeupof more than 200
leading medical facilities across the

nation and )

Because of fears generated by the
Tuskegee experimems.where the 400
men were left untreated by u.s.
Government scientists to examine the
effects of the disease, African-
Americans have been reluctant 10
take part in other clinical trails. NCI
has reported that while African-
Americans make up 15 percent of the
populations, only2-4 percentof those
participating in cancer prevention
trails are African-Americans.

The report notes that cancer death
rates are some 50 percent higher for
African-Americanmen that for white
men and are some 20 percent hi gher

Mrs. Idessa W. Redden of St. Jude’s Parish Recipient of the Woman of the Year Award

Mrs. Idessa Williams Redden (right)
of St. Jude's Parish was the recipient
of the Woman of the Year Award
from Jota Phi 1,ambda gorority, Inc.,
Mu Chapter, Montgomery, at the gro-

Trust Bank
Making {he presentation inrecognition

polcnuaiiy ane - - =

The report, published in the form ol
a booklet, contains 4 series of
lelephone numberstocontact formore
information about joining clinical
trails. To obtain a free copy of the
booklet, Clinical Trials, Improving
Health Care for African-Americans,
write to ACR Publishing Sales, PO
Box 2348, Mermifield, VA 22116.

glad he Gid. Anui. s =
thank you, Sir- \
1 would also like to ask three family

Advice For Grad:

Montgomerians Respond TO

*Qperation Care"
Montgomerians responded indroves
to "Operation Care” May 3 and 4,
with more than 650 of those receiving
free medical check ups at Abston Air
National Guard Station that weekend
being referred fpr medical or dental
follow ups on June 7 and 8.
The Montgomery Primary Health
Care Center on the Mobile Highway
will open until 4 pm.- each day 10
receive those patients referred for U5
follow upmedicalanddemal services.
MPHCC is one of twO urban health
centers operated by Health Services,
Inc., 2 non-profit corporation
providingprimary health care services
to the medically underserved residents
of Montgomery and surrounding
counties.

CURT FIELDS
After the graduation parties have
ended and the thank you letiers are
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written, graduates must turn  their
attention to WO things: Jobs and
Success.

What will make a person successful
in his or her adult endeavors? What

plishments in the Civic, educational.,
social and religious projects of her
community Wwas Mrs. Gertrude
Thoma.S,presidemofthelocalchaptcr.
Mrs. Redden is 2

up’s Fifty-First Business Month
Celebration held May 11 atthe South
Community Room.

oers.Redden‘soutsmnding accom-

marchedwithD.rManinLutherKing,
Jr. in 1963 at the notions capitol and
was honored with an invitation 10
President Lyndon B. Johnson’s
inaugural Ball. As one of
Montgomery's first civil rights
activists she initiated registration
drivesand held voter educationclasses
in her home. She also served as
chairperson of Voter Registration for
the Montgomery Improvement
Association. Despiteher advancedage
@ © Mrs. Redden continues 1 work today
we with Montgomery's Head Start
; Program and is active with the St.
* Jude Ladies of Charity especially in
its ministry to the sick and disabled

and her first love=the children’s

: program. Mrs. Redden’s favorite
PRt saying is.“]don’ldomingsforhonor,

' | justdothings.” (Photoby AnnLittle)
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Montgomerlan registered black voters

MARK MILLER/STAFF

Idessa Williams Redden,
now 83, made it her mission
to reglster black voters in
Montgomery for 18 years.

Idessa Williams Redden
1912 -

During the Montgomery bus boy-
cott, Idessa Williams Redden
worked long and hard for the Mont-
gomery Improvement Association,
registering blacks to vote. And she
relishes her memories of the strug-
gle.

“Oh, some glorious days,” she
said. “I enjoyed it, and I learned a
lot, too. I had a chance to meet so
many people.”

When Rufus King stepped down as
chairman of the group’s voter regis-
tration arm in 1962, Mrs. Redden as-
sumed the job.

A Montgomery native, Mrs. Red-
den moved away from the city for a
time but returned with her husband
in 1955, just one month before Rosa
Parks’ arrest.

She first heard of the boycott from
her cousin the night before it began.

“I didn’t believe we, as black peo-
ple, were just going to stay off the
city line,” Mrs. Redden said.

But she was surprised Dec. 5, 1955,
as she watched buses running

through her neighborhood without
a single black face staring out the
windows.

“I said to myself, ‘Maybe these
people do mean business.” "

By 1956, Mrs. Redden had begun
registering voters for Mr. Lewis.
She was the captain of Precinct 2
North, bordered by Early, Bell and
Goode streets and Air Base Boule-
vard. At the time there were only
400 registered black voters in the
precinct.

“I had a team of ladies working
with me. We'd go out in the after-
noon,” Mrs. Redden said. She and
the others would ask residents if
they were registered to vote, then of-
fer to register them if they were not.

“Some told us no, some told us
lies, but we kept at them,” Mrs. Red-
den said. “When I stopped, or rath-
er, when I slowed down, we had
about 3,000 registered up there.”

She remained chairwoman of the
Montgomery Improvement Associa-
tion's voter registration efforts until
1974. ‘

— Sean Selman/Staff

COMING THURSDAY: Alabama Senate Judiciary Committee
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D.L. THOMAS
Thomas, who serves as the
department’s Animal Control coord

airse i homas Si

Before joining the work lorce,
Thomas was a homemaker.

She decided she wanted to do
something different, so she went to
work for the city's police department.

In 1989, she attended the
department’s police academy and
became a sworn officer.

“[always wanted to become a police
officer, ** She said.

Thomas said she’ll miss work, but
she’s eager to be at home with her
family.

“After my retirement, we'll do some
traveling and just enjoy life,” she said.
Thomas and her husband are parents
of three adult children, Eleanor, Fairse
Jr. and Michael.

They are members of Bethel
Missionary Baptist Church.

Officer D.L. Thomas will be retiring
from the Montgomery Police
Departmenton April 30, 1999. Officer
Thomas has been with the Police
Department for 25 years. Officer
Thomas was employcd with the Police

Colbieor Lieattas abso s uraet o
games at Crampton Bowl. In ]‘)‘)l
Officer Thomas became Assistan!
Supervisor of Animal Control. Office:
Thomas also served subpoenas and
Affidavit's for the court.

Officer Thomas will be the [irs!
Animal Control Officer to retire from
the Montgomery Police Department

St. Jude Altar Society Honors Senior Mothers

AR

A

The Altar Society of St. Jude Church honored six Senior Mothers at a special Mothers Day Mass. Each moth

was presented with a white carnation corsage.

The youth of the church presented a program including a po:

read by Amber Br: ulford and a pu't'ommnce by the St. Jude Dance Group.

{



