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The day was Thursday, December 1, 1955. The place was Montgomery, Alabama.
Mrs. Rosa Parks, a weary black seamstress riding home on the segregated city bus
line, refused to give up her seat to a white man and was arrested and taken to the

city jail.

E.D. Nixon, a militant black Montgomerian, immediately proposed united action by
black citizens in support of Mrs. Parks. In a quick succession of meetings and ral-
lies, the black community of Montgomery decided to stop paying for humiliation
on the buses, and on December 5, the historic Montgomery bus boycott was
launched. It lasted 381 days, until December 21, 1956, when the buses were dese-
gregated.

The boycott was organized and carried out by the newly established Montgomery
Improvement Association, under the leadership of two young ministers and close
friends—Martin Luther King, Jr., serving as President, and Ralph David Abernathy,
the Program Director.

For more than a year, the black community of Montgomery boycotted the Mont-
gomery bus system—by walking, using car pools, sharing personal means of trans-
portation.

The boycott was one of history’s most dramatic and massive nonviolent protests,
stunning the nation and the world. It was also a signal to begin a new phase of the
long struggle, a phase that came to be known as the modern civil rights movement.

Twenty years later we commemorate the anniversary of the bus boycott (and the
beginning of the modern-day non-violent movement) in a series of meetings and
activities in Montgomery, with active participation of a cross section of human
rights organizations and other supportive groups and their leadership. As we meet,
we remember the challenge of the future, for there is still so much work to be
done by our movement. The struggle for equality, justice, and peace among all

people continues.




Mrs. Johnnie Carr was transportation com-
mittee secretary for the bus boycott.

““Man’s capacity for justice makes democracy
possible, but man’s inclination to injustice
makes democracy necessary. We must keep
on struggling that justice will prevail.

“Thus ‘The Struggle Continues’ as we cele-
brate the 20th Anniversary of the Movement.”

Mrs. Johnnie R. Carr,
President, Montgomery
Improvement Association

E.D. Nixon proposed thé bus boycott in sup-
port of Mrs. Parks. : 1

“Before you brothers and sisters get comfar-
table in your seats, | want to say if anybedy
here is afraid, he better take his hat and ge
home. This is gaing te be a leng-drawn-eut

“But we've worn aprens tee leng! It's time
far us ta take them effl"

E.B. Nixen
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PROGRAM
FRIDAY, DECEMBER 5

DEXTER AVENUE BAPTIST CHURCH

10:00 a.m. Press Conference
10:00 - 10:30 a.m. Devotion -- Dr. Martin Luther King, Sr.
10:30 - 12:00 noon Symposium - “THE STATE OF THE NATION AND THE NON-

VIOLENT MOVEMENT"”

Presiding: Congressman Walter Fauntroy

MIDTOWN HOLIDAY INN
12:30 - 3:00 p.m. Luncheon
Presiding: Dr. J. E. Lowery
Symposium -- “TOWARDS A NON-VIOLENT ECONOMY"

Presiding: Dr. Virgil Wood

ALABAMA STATE UNIVERSITY ARENA
7:00 p.m. ' Twentieth Anniversary Mass Rally

Presiding: Dr. Moses Jones and Atty. Fred D. Gray




SATURDAY, DECEMBER 6

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH
10:00-11:00 a.m. Memorial -- Rev. Soloman Seay, Sr.

11:00 - 1:00 p.m. Symposium - “QUALITY EDUCATION AND SCHOOL
DESEGREGATION"

Presiding: Mr. Joe Reed

HOLT STREET BAPTIST CHURCH
2:00 - 4:00 p.m. Symposium .- “POLITICAL EMPOWERMENT"’

Presiding: Mr. John Lewis

MT. ZION AME ZION CHURCH

5:00 - 6:30 p.m. Ministers Meeting -- “THE ROLE OF MINISTERS AS THE
STRUGGLE CONTINUES”

Presiding: Rev. Di. A. W. Wilson

ALABAMA STATE UNIVERSITY ARENA
8:00 p.m. Twentieth Anniversary Concert

Master of Ceremonies: Mr. Al Dixon

SUNDAY, DECEMBER 7

LILLY BAPTIST CHURCH

2:30 - 4:30 p.m. Youth Rally and Arts Festival

Attorney Delores Boyd and Mrs. Lela Shepherd
Coordinators
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Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., was elected President of the Mont-
gomery Improvement Association December 5, 1355

"New the judgement is upen us, and we must either laarn to live together
as brothers and sisters er we are all going to perish together as fools. . ."

Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr.




“This conference must look to the future, not the past. It will not be and
can not be an empty celebration to reminisce.”

Mrs. Coretta Scott King
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